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For me, 20 06 was a lean year. You know all those reports that you’ve been reading about a deteriorating real estate market?
They’re true. My little bungalow in Ames, Iowa, fit me like a glove and reflected 18 years of love, paint, and grass seed. Similar houses
had sold in two weeks, so when I decided to move to Wooster and buy a house in Its beautiful countryside, I didn't even pause to worry
about finding a new owner for my Ames house.
Two weeks stretched into a year-one in which I was preoccupied with cutting costs. Christmas represent
ed a challenge. Cheap stuff can go only so far.
Unable to resist a bargain, I bought some old wooden folding chairs the College was unloading for $2. And
then forgot about them.
I’m always influenced by the stories I write-never quite the same after I get a glimpse into someone else’s
life. In this issue’s quilt story, one quote kept reccurring to me. Wooster alumna and artist Gayle Pritchard said
that her creative mantra was, “Trust the process.” Well, that may be the artist's mantra, but the journalist’s
code is, “Question the process.” Which part of the process do you trust? And when?
I’m not a seamstress-certainly not a qu ilter-but the fabrics that so enticed my quilter sources called
to me. High on my list of Christmas gift needs was something for my friend David, a professor of music at
Iowa State. Couldn't I do something for his teaching studio with one of those folding chairs? I plunged in,
with glossy black paint, fabric embellished with musical imagery, and stitching time in front of the fire lis
tening to NPR. The result is something beautiful and valuable.
One of my former colleagues, a human services specialist who supervised an annual summer festival
put on by local teens, used to say, “The process is more important than the product.” As a product-driven
editor, I can’t go that far. But I do believe that the process is as important as the product.
I think that's true even if the process is just the act of purchasing something. It's why we like art fairs and
farmers' markets. Connecting with the creator or grower of our goods has more meaning than having them
handed over by a bored, underpaid clerk. How we buy something influences how we feel about it.
Yesterday, my Ames house finally sold. The coming year will be considerably easier. But I hope I don’t
return to my old ways of purchasing. My Christmas chair, put together with Gayle's inspiration and Wooster’s
surplus, is my favorite gift. It represents the intertwining of process and product.
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On t h e c o v e r
An art quilt by Gayle Pritchard ’79 titled Joie de Vivre I, depicts Pritchard’s artistic flowering.
The scraggly-toothed demons under the floorboards represent “censor voices.”
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We welcome your thoughts on the magazine's contents. Write to Karol
Crosbie, editor, Wooster, Ebert Art Center, The College of Wooster,
1189 Beall Ave., Wooster, Ohio, 44691, or kcrosbie@wooster.edu. We
may edit letters for clarity and length. Please include a phone number.
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Traditions & memories
Congratulations on the alumni magazinegood reading, excellent pictures, and very
informative. Being a '41 er, I enjoyed the nostal
gia and vividly remember 5 cent Coke dates at
the Shack and the creaking steps in Kauke
Hall. I even lived in Hoover Cottage. I some
times wonder if students have such wonderful
experiences as we did, like Gum Shoe Hops,
Color Day pageants, crowning of the May
Queen, and the maypole dance, mock elec
tions, marvelous sledding, and section sere
nades when steadies were pinned.
A L F I E G A B R I E L C A M P B E L L '41
WOOS T E R , OHI O

stores in Cleveland. He never disappointed
us! He will be greatly missed by all whose
lives he touched.
Bill Murphey died on Oct. 4, 2006.
J A ME S H. P A R M E N T E R ' 5 0
LI MA, OHI O

Thank you for your article on the Shack—
and yes, I was a “Shack rat.” My tenure was
1957-61. During that time, three students
started a jazz trio: Tom Margitan '62 on tenor
sax, Henry Ettman '62 on drums, and Barry
(?). The first Friday or Saturday night they
played, there wasn’t much action. But the
next week, and for two to three weeks there
after, the Shack was packed. They placed
another student at the door and charged a
small cover. Then ASCAP and BMI heard
about it, discovered that the Shack had no
music license, and that was the last of jazz at
the Shack.
If you Google Tom Margitan and Henry
Ettman, you will find that both are active
musicians. Tom became a well-known and
recorded jazz saxophone player, and Henry
obtained a Ph.D in another field but remained
active as a jazz drummer.
F R A N K DAVIS ’ 61
SPARTA, TE NN.

in the fall Wooster magazine. The kilted
drummers are shown playing Murphey’s
drums, purchased in 1947, wearing the type
of MacLeod tartan uniforms originally donat
ed to the College in 1 9 4 0 .1thought you
might be interested in the enclosed 1948
photo of the original Freedlander drum sec
tion: Bill Murphey ’51, snare; Wally Joachim
’52, snare; Ken Shafer ’51, tenor; Jim
Parmenter ’50, snare; Bill Aber ’51, snare;
Lou Wollenberg ’52, tenor; and Ed Retzler
’52, bass.
One of my fondest memories is of serving
as navigator on Murph’s forays to music

2 Wooster
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When I turned to the Wooster magazine
anniversary story, I was startled and delighted
to see myself on the cover of one of the old
issues. It shows a graduate wearing a peace
symbol on her back, and even though I never
saw that issue before today, I knew instantly it
was me. The haircut and cum laude armband
are indubitably mine.
There were only a handful of us who wore
the peace symbols on our backs in 1969,
when the photo was taken. The caption under
it is wrong, by the way. It must be the MayJune 1969 issue, not July 1967, [ ed. note:
The issue was July 1969], Several of those

classmates, including Patty Miner, Kevin Gray,
Richard Morgan, Bill Exline, Becky Blackburn,
all '69s, and Bob Dunsmore '70, gravitated to
Colorado post-Wooster to celebrate the spirit
of the times at an ad hoc commune called
Jacob’s Hill in the San Luis Valley.
The photo brings back many memories!
And the peace symbol is as relevant today as
it was in 1969.
CREE MCCREE ' 6 9
NEW O R L E A N S , LA.

“The Shack: Savoring memories" was
wonderful! I still make the Shack Special
Sandwich—a Hershey bar between white
bread slices, then grilled.
JOAN D U N B A R W I L L S O N ' 3 9
BRYN MAWR, PA.

A Scot by affection
I’m a Scot by affection, too. My daughter
graduated from Wooster three years ago, and
although I should read Northwestern’s maga
zine as voraciously as I read Wooster, I confess
I do not. I also confess thaf I give to The
College of Wooster much more frequently than
I do to Northwestern.
I was surprised to read Bill Hendrickson’s
letter (Fall 2 0 0 6 ) about the lack of alumni
support, because the camaraderie of the
Wooster family is one of the reasons I am
drawn to your excellent school.
Here’s a suggestion to make the habit of
annual giving easier to start. Don't feel you
have to give a gazillion dollars. Just give the
year you graduated, for starters. So, if I had
graduated in 1 9 7 3 ,1would give $19.73, Or,
if you are one of the many couples who met
your life mate at Wooster, give the number of
years you have been married. Or, give a dollar
for every Woo alum you are still in touch with.
RHU MCBEE
T I PT ON, N.H.

Kauke renovations

One nice thing about being retired is the
flexibility that affords. Every time I receive a
copy of Wooster, I drop whatever I am doing
and read it from cover to cover, even though I

The recent Kauke transformation is noth
ing short of amazing, but I have noticed a ten
dency to praise the new Kauke by comparing
it unfavorably with the Kauke that was reno
vated in 1960-61.
Alumni in classes before 1961 and we
retired professors remember the original
Kauke, constructed in 1902, with its awkward
mystifying layout; drafty windows; grimy hard
wood floors, worn down by generations of
students; departmental overcrowding; uncom
fortable black classroom seats with spindled
backs resting on a steel base bolted to the
floor; and the grand first floor “lobby" in the
center of the building (no archway) with a
much too small wooden staircase leading to
the second floor (a perfect firetrap).
Students routinely used the outside fire
escapes to get to and from the second
floor; it was faster that way. Even more
bizarre was the fact that it was impossible
to move between some sections of Kauke
without going outdoors. I know, fo r in order
to get to my classroom I had to walk from
my cramped basement office through the
career placement office as unobtrusively as
I could, upstairs, outside, and finally inside
again to reach room 120.
Also, consider the English department of
1958-59: Professors Moore and Mateer had
separate offices. The other professors were
bunched together in one midsize room on the
second floor. Mr. Coolidge, chair, presided
and directed traffic just inside the door. He
owned the only phone in the room! The desks
of the other professors—Bradford, Clareson,
Moldstad, McCall, and Bridges—were placed
along the perimeter of the room. They were
so close together it was impossible for pro
fessors to have private conversations with
students, and when all were simultaneously
conferring with students, there was a won
derful literary hubbub.

The 1961 Kauke renovation
Photo: Special Collections, Library

Small wonder, then, how thrilled we were
after the 1960-61 renovation. Admittedly,
the new configuration was not very imagi
native. However, there were numerous,
welcome improvements: Traffic could move
more easily through the entire building,
the increasing number of faculty each had
an office with a large Steelcase desk,
new bookshelves, and an individual phone.
Windows rattled no more, and there was
more efficient heating. Other improve
ments included moveable classroom chairs,
brighter lights, vinyl tile floors that could be
mopped clean and waxed, three inside steel
staircases connecting the three floors, a
freight elevator that the handicapped could
use, a separate office for faculty secre
taries, and even a faculty mailroom (previ
ously, Kauke faculty had to traipse over to
a small room in Memorial Chapel to post
and retrieve mail).
I do not wish in any way to detract from

hardly know anyone being featured.
In the Fall 2 0 0 6 edition, I sat for 10 min
utes, just looking at the cover and saying,
“Wow!" “Amazing!” OVER and over again. All of
my favorite colors were on display on the interi
or of Kauke. I wonder if any of today’s students
know how the men at Wooster in the old days
had to stay in little old ladies’ homes around
the campus after their first year and how all the
buildings looked like the old interior of Kauke.
And yet we survived.
Now a miracle has descended upon the
College. The interior layout of Kauke (in the
magazine) was also awesome, and I thoroughly
enjoyed the feature on food, which I cut out
and put in various parts of my cooking folders.
What a great job, well done. Congratulations.
J A ME S H. R U T H E R F O R D ' 6 3
B L A C K MOUNT AI N, N.C.

Your fall issue of Wooster held me spell
bound for at least three hours the evening it
arrived! Not only is it sleek, chic, and glossy
enhanced by the excellent photography, but it
also had my gustatory senses vibrating, metab
olism soaring, and appetite zooming!
MARY WI L COX H U GH E S '41
C L E V E L A N D H E I GH T S , OHI O

the excitement we all share over the newly
renovated Kauke Hall. However, the historian
in me wants all of Wooster to be aware of an
earlier excitement when dear old Kauke was
first successfully renovated.
L. GORDON TAI T
WOOS TE R , OHI O; MERCER P ROF E S S OR OF
RE L I GI OU S S TUDI ES, E ME R I T U S
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Grant H. Cornwell will be
College’s 11th president
Grant H. Cornwell, vice president of the university and dean of
academic affairs at St. Lawrence University in Canton, N.Y., will be
Wooster's 11th president. He assumes office on July 1, 2007, fo l
lowing the retirement of President R. Stanton Hales.
“Grant Cornwell is a passionate believer in and advocate for the
liberal arts,” said James R. Wilson, chairman of Wooster's board. “He
brings a wealth of experience as both a faculty member and a senior
administrator, an instinctive focus on students as the heart of the liber
al arts enterprise, a deep commitment and record of achievement in
the area of diversity, a clear understanding of the opportunities that lie
before Wooster, and the energy and enthusiasm to help us seize them.”
Cornwell’s appointment culminates a yearlong, national search con
ducted by a committee of members of the Board of Trustees, faculty,
staff, and student representatives.
“Institutions are nothing more or less than the sum total of the peo
ple who make them up, and I could not be more impressed with the
people of Wooster,” said Cornwell. “This is a place whose impact on stu
dents is truly transformative. I am honored to have been chosen to be a
steward of Wooster’s distinctive mission."
Cornwell, 49, earned a B.S. in philosophy and biology from St.
Lawrence University and an M.S. and Ph.D. in philosophy from the
University of Chicago. He joined the St. Lawrence faculty as an instructor
in 1986, served as associate dean from 1992-97, chair of the philosophy
department from 1998-2002, and was appointed vice president and
dean in 2002. In that capacity he manages the university's 46 academic
departments and interdisciplinary programs, its libraries and gallery, inter
collegiate athletics, and information technology. He also plays a key role in
fundraising for academic programs and facilities.
Cornwell's scholarship and teaching focus on human rights, global
ization, and critical race theory. He is co-editor of two books: Global
Multiculturalism: Comparative Perspectives on Ethnicity, Race, and
Nation (Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2001), and Democratic
Education in an Age o f Difference: Redefining Citizenship in Higher
Education (Jossey-Bass, 1997). During his tenure as chief academic
officer at St. Lawrence, the university's percentage of faculty from
under-represented groups more than doubled, from seven percent to
17 percent.
Nationally recognized for his work in defining liberal learning in a global
environment, Cornwell served on the national advisory board of Liberal
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Education and Global Citizenship: The Arts of Democracy, an initiative of
the Association of American Colleges and Universities. He also served as
fellow of the National Learning Communities Project, a leadership group
convened by the Washington Center for Improving the Quality of
Undergraduate Education. Currently, Cornwell serves on the advisory
board of the National Institute for Technology and Liberal Education, and
is a member of the SAGE Group, a collection of national educational
leaders formed by the Association of American Colleges and Universities.
Cornwell and his wife, Peg, have two sons: Kelsey, 16, and Tosh, 13.
Peg is project director of the Leadership Academy at St. Lawrence, an
initiative to create co-curricular opportunities for students to learn,
develop, and practice principles of ethical leadership and service to
others. During the 2 0 0 6 -0 7 academic year, she will divide her time
between Wooster and Canton, so Kelsey can complete his senior year
of high school in New York.

Fighting Scots beat
Buckeyes, 64-0

Leaving St. Lawrence
From a le tte r by Daniel F. Sullivan, presi
dent o f St. Lawrence University, to the St.
Lawrence community

Well, OK, it was 116 years ago, but last
semester the game made the news, nonethe
less. In October The Ohio State University
erected an official state historical marker to
commemorate the site of their first home
football game, played on Nov. 1, 1890.

I have known The College of Wooster
well for over 20 years, have worked with
Grant's two predecessors as president
there in a variety of settings, and have got
ten to know several of W ooster’s best fa c
ulty and staff, primarily through my efforts
in national undergraduate science educa
tion reform. It is an honest, earnest place,
with a clear vision of excellence in liberal
arts education and a very high level of

Text on the marker includes these words,
“ The weather was perfect, and the
crowd reportedly included a number
o f women, who cheered loudly.
Nonetheless, O.S.U. lost to
Wooster, 64-0. Wooster, physically
fit for the game, showed O.S.U. that
training is critical to winning."

achievement. In a study of graduates from
all disciplines across 514 independent fouryear colleges nationally, Wooster ranks
14th in the percentage of its graduates
who have subsequently earned a Ph.D.
Among Wooster graduates are a Nobel

A fter that momentous drubbing, Wooster
and Ohio State played each other eight times
from 1890-1925, with the Scots winning one
more time, and tying twice. “Ohio State has
been dodging Wooster for nearly 100 years,”
quipped Wooster president R. Stanton Hales,
who challenged the athletic Goliath to renew
the rivalry.

laureate, as well as recipients of various
prestigious post-graduate awards, including
the Rhodes and Goldwater scholarships
and Watson and Fulbright fellowships. It
is a college worthy of one of the two or
three best academic deans at a liberal arts
college in America, which is where I believe
Grant ranks.
Knowing full well how good the fit
between Grant and Wooster would be, and
not wanting to lose him, throughout the
search I sought to help him understand
Wooster better. I looked everywhere I could
for flaws, to contrast it unfavorably with St.
Lawrence, and given my long experience I
did indeed find some. They are the Fighting
Scots, for example, and Grant, though
Scottish by descent, is peace-loving, and
their kilts are yellow and black, and appar
ently the president must wear a kilt occa
sionally in college ceremonies—who would
want to be president of such a place?

p h o to Emma Powell

MacLeod joins McWoo
A new mascot, MacLeod the Fighting
Scot, has joined McWoo, the Scotty dog,
to cheer W ooster athletes to victory. The
concept and costume were compliments
of the “W " Association (alumni who have
lettered in sports).
MacLeod is played by Alex Dreussi '09,
Canton, Ohio. Kate Mathalone '09,
Houston, Tex., who plays McWoo, reports
that dogs bark at her when she’s in cos
tume. So far, Alex has reported no adverse
reaction from Scots.
For more inform ation on Wooster mas
cots and a chance to record your memory,
see Family Flistory, pg. 64.

Forum speaker
David Brooks, columnist for The New
York Times, was a Wooster Forum speaker
on October 24, 2006:
“If you look at the
political landscape,
identification with the
Republican Party is
falling, but identifica
tion with the
Democratic Party is
not rising. Instead,
there is a spike in the
number of people who
do not identify with
either. People correctly
perceive that neither p;
agenda this year.”

p h o to Matt Dilyard

has a coherent
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Reviving an old tradition
“Marley was dead, to begin with. There is no
doubt whatever about th a t"
And so, once again, the well-worn words of Charles
Dickens' A Christmas Carol evoked memories of
Christmas past. This year, Alumni Relations revived an
old tradition. In 1908, Delbert Lean came to Wooster
as an instructor in the department of speech. That year,
as a gift to the College, he read aloud the old favorite. It
was so well received that he read it again every
Christmas for the next 50 years.
Approximately 3 0 0 people attended the 2 0 0 6
version, presented in Cleveland and on campus, lain

Crawford, vice president fo r academic affairs, nar
rated the story, and Richard Figge, Gingrich
Professor of German, emeritus, read the characters'
parts. Crawford, a native of Great Britain, is an
expert on the life and works of Dickens and has
served as a trustee of The Dickens Society. Figge is
an experienced actor, with credits ranging from
Shakespeare to A rthur Miller.
“There have been many requests to turn the read
ing into a tradition again," said Sandy Eyre Nichols '94,
director of Alumni Relations and The Wooster Fund.

►lain Crawford (left) and Richard Figge read aloud
A Christmas Carol at Kittredge Hall. p h o to Karol Crosbie

Rocko and his
Troyer House family
TEN WOOSTER STUDENTS AND ONE HAPPY POOCH
LEARN TO SERVE AND SERVE TO LEARN.

Economics major Nick Weida '08 was
convinced about the excellence of his propos
al: Take one Labrador puppy; hand pick a
group of committed Wooster students; put
them together in one of the College’s pro
gram houses. And then let the learning begin.
First he had to persuade trainers at the
Susquehanna Service Dogs program in
Harrisburg, Pa. to trust one of their valuable
puppies with college students living 265 miles
away, instead of with one of their customary,
local foster families. The plan hadn't been
tried before, but the Susquehanna trainers
were acquainted with Nick's past success as
a “puppy raiser.” As a high school student, he
had fostered two dogs that had become suc
cessful service providers to people with disabil
ities.
And then Nick, housing coordinator with
the Wooster Volunteer Network, had to con-

6 Wooster
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Creating a quilt for the Wooster family
In a creative effort spearheaded by The Friends of
International Students (FIS), local families and Wooster’s
international students joined forces to create a quilt, which
hung at Lowry Center during International Student Week.
A cooperative effort between the Office of
International Student Affairs and local volunteers, FIS
connects international students with local families, “Many
FIS matches result in true and lasting friendships,” says
Karen Edwards, assistant dean of students and director
of International Student Affairs.

►FIS volunteer coordinator Heidi Arn Steiner works on a
cross cultural friendship quilt.

vince College authorities that the project fu l
filled the objectives of Residential Life's serv
ice houses. “The project’s success depended
on a close-knit community,” he says. “It was
the epitome of what a service house project
should be.”
When two month old, mischievous Rocko
arrived at Troyer House, the 10 students knew
there were rocky times ahead. To the schedule
of residents’ weekly responsibilities, Nick added
the revolving role of “worrier.” “That's the person
who makes sure that everybody’s on task with
meals, walks, and training,” Nick explains. When
Rocko ate one too many dirty socks, the worri
er's job expanded to “elimination observer and
recorder.”
Modifying Rocko's behavior exclusively with
positive reinforcement techniques, the Troyer
House team soon taught him the basics—to sit,
lie, and wait. Because a service dog may sup
port the needs of people with a wide range of
disabilities—from autism, to cerebral palsy, to
hearing loss—the animal must have many skills,
taught with both voice and hand commands.
“We can be creative and take it as far as we

want,” says Nick (who concedes that teaching
Rocko to open the refrigerator door has had
obvious drawbacks).
Rocko isn't the only one who is learning.
Team Troyer has weekly meetings, submits
monthly reports to headquarters, and fulfills
invitations to demonstrate Rocko’s skills in
College classes.
Although Rocko is not guaranteed to react
the second level of training that will take place
at Susquehanna’s headquarters in Harrisburg,
Nick is optimistic that he’ll make the grade. Tt
students' goals for spring semester include be
ter visitor etiquette, gained by more visits to
public places. “Rocko still wants to be the cen
ter of attention all the time,” says Nick. “He’s
not content to just hang out.”
And will it be hard to say goodbye?
“We’re all incredibly attached. I want to work
it out so all of us can go to Harrisburg and see
who will receive him," says Nick. “It's tough to
give up a dog, until you see how it can com
pletely lighten the life of its owner. Rocko will
bring more than the sum of the tasks he can
perform.” KC

A service dog in training, Rocko is a familiar sight
on campus. His Wooster foster family includes juniors
Nick Weida, Lititz, Penn, (pictured); Ross Stevenson,
Alger, O hio; Kelly Knapp, C h esterland , O hio;
Tara Severance, Mount Vernon, Ohio; Erin Fortin,
Fernandina Beach, Fla., Natalya Rapundalo, Ann
Arbor, Mich.; Nicole Calderone, Grass Lake, Mich.;
Natalie Gertz, Chardon, Ohio; Joel Keelor, Glendale,
Ohio; and Patrick Christensen, Cincinnati, Ohio.
p h o to s Emma Powell '08
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Social Entrepreneurship Program
helps businesses turn a profit
The Treasures by the Pound boutique in downtown Wooster is a pet-lovers delight. You name it,
they sell it—plump pillows, home-baked treats, fuzzy beds, little jackets, and plaid collars. A curious
cat and gentle dog wander through the merchandise, waiting to be adopted. The new store, owned
by the Wayne County Humane Society, is an example of a growing trend by nonprofits—harnessing
their missions to moneymaking businesses. But many nonprofits need help to launch and sustain
these enterprises.
In Ohio, they’re turning to the College’s social entrepreneurship program, established
through a grant from The Burton D. Morgan Foundation of Akron. Recently, the Humane
Society opened its store, and the Christian Children's Home of Ohio launched a riding stable
with the help of program members.
Wooster students who are chosen for the highly selective program begin with an intensive
40-hour seminar. Student teams then work with nonprofits to develop business plans, including
marketing strategies, and revenue, expense, and cash-flow projections. The Humane Society,
for example, had considered a number of ideas, including an after-hours pet clinic, but settled
on the boutique after conferring with the College team. “The entrepreneurship program really
sparked the idea and got us going, so that we were able to open the store in less than nine
months,” said Alexandra Davis, a member of the Humane Society's board of directors. “The
students did so much in-depth research that there were very few questions left to be answered.”
An uncommon advantage that the College brings to the businesses is its capacity to provide
start-up loans through a venture capital fund that is part of the program, says John Sell, profes
sor of economics, who administers the program. “The Christian Children’s Home has already
taken out a loan from the social entrepreneurship program's venture capital fund for an Indoor
riding stable.”
On the strength of the program and the College’s reputation for creative student engagement,
the College recently received a new $1.5 million grant from The Burton D, Morgan Foundation
and the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation in Kansas City to develop campus-wide interest
in creativity and innovation that generates value—both social and economic.

Treasures by the Pound, a pet boutique in
downtown Wooster, turns a profit for the local
Humane Society and also finds homes for pets
like Dottie, who is helping out at the shop until
she's adopted.
p h o to Emma Powell

IN THE NEWS

From “Philanthropy by
average Joes”
Christian Science Monitor, Aug. 7, 2006
by Jeffrey MacDonald

Not every one has to be a Bill Gates to
grow their money to help others....
To be sure, having substantial assets makes
the process of creating a legacy easier, but
even that is no guarantee of success, according
to Bruce Bigelow, founding partner of
Charitable Development Consulting in
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Frederick, Md. Instead, he says, members of the
middle class can learn from givers big and small
who figured out well in advance what they wanted
to have happen after they die....
As an example, Bigelow points to his late father,
Ernest Bigelow (’39). At his 50th reunion from
Wooster College in Wooster, Ohio, he wanted to
make a special gift, but couldn’t afford much after
a lifelong career as a Presbyterian minister. So he
committed $15,000 - “it may as well have been
Bill Gates' billions,” it was such a whopping sum for
him, Bigelow says—to a pooled income fund at the

school. Invested together with a “pool" of other
donations, the principal would generate muchneeded income until his death, at which point the
interest generated would begin funding scholar
ships for chemistry and philosophy majors.
Editor’s Note: Even after paying out income for
17 years, by the time of his death last year, the
remainder interest of Bigelow's gift had grown to
about $24,000-enough to generate scholarships
in the range of $1,000 per year.

Peter Mortensen:
Financing dreams
As a student at Wooster, Peter Mortensen
'56 was never afraid to change direction.
Originally a mathematics major, he switched
to economics at the end of his junior year, took
nothing but economics courses as a senior,
wrote his I.S. on John Maynard Keynes (with
Kingman Eberhart as his adviser), and gradu
ated with honors.
Though he had been in marching bands
since fifth grade, he decided he was “bored
with playing clarinet in the last row” and wound
up leading the Scot Marching Band as drum
major for three years.
But after graduating from Wooster and
attending the Wharton School of the University
of Pennsylvania, Mortensen set a course that
held steady for more than 4 0 years. He joined
First National Bank of Pennsylvania and rose
steadily through the ranks, becoming president

in 1973 and retiring
in 200 0 as CEO of
FNB Corporation,
as it is now known.
He continues to
serve as chairman
of the board.
What he liked
best about bank
ing, Mortensen
says, was being
involved in a community's growth, whether by
financing small businesses or families’
dreams of home ownership.
Mortensen has personal experience with the
financing of dreams. His Wooster education
was made possible by a full-tuition scholarship.
Years later, when three of his daughters were
simultaneously attending the College, one of
fhem also received a full scholarship.
“I've always believed that I owed thanks for
those scholarships," he says. “Now it's my turn

to give something back to the College.”
Mortensen’s decision to endow a lecture
fund reflects his gratitude, he says. “Wooster
has contributed to the success and happiness
of three generations of the Mortensen family.”
He established the fund with an initial cash gift
and plans to direct two additional, deferred
commitments—an estate note and an annuity—
into its endowment as well.
Income from the fund will support public
lectures or performances related to the FirstYear Seminar or similar purposes related to the
academic program. Mortensen thought about
focusing the fund in a particular discipline, like
economics, but ultimately decided to give the
College broader discretion.
“I like the idea that the College will deter
mine the best educational uses for the fund and
that it will be part of the basic academic effort,
not restricted to a special topic or point of view,”
he says. After all, “the College is what I put my
faith in.” JH

Trustees issue $5 million endowment challenge
With the Independent Minds Campaign $ 10 million short of ifs final
goal of $53 million for new endowment funds, the College's Board of
Trustees has issued a challenge. If Wooster's alumni, parents, and friends
make new gifts and pledges to the endowment totaling at least $5 million
before the campaign ends on June 30,2007, the trustees (who have
already given the campaign more than $30 million) will contribute an addi
tional $5 million in new gifts and pledges of their own.
The campaign has already met or surpassed its other goals, pro
viding critical resources for current operations and fully funding six
capital projects, including the renovation of Kauke Hall, said James
T. Clarke '59, campaign chair. “But the Board feels strongly that we
cannot come this far only to fall short of making Independent Minds
an unqualified success. Woosfer's alumni, parents, and friends have
always responded generously to the real needs of the college, and

Celebrating Kauke

we believe they will do so again.”
Gifts to the endowment strengthen the college in perpetuity. Each dol
lar added to the endowment is invested to produce a return, from which

Celebrations rededicating a renovated Kauke Hall, The College's most
ambitious capital project to date, continued through Fall, 2006. A
MacLeod tartan ribbon was cut, a time capsule was installed, toasts were

the College draws an annual payout to support a portion of its operations.

raised, and pipers piped.
Photo Matt Dilyard
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WOOSTER ALUMNI ACTI VI TI ES

A lu m n i

N ew s

International alumni and students join forces
Alumni, staff, and students are joining forces
to make Wooster an attractive place for nonAmerican students. Declining enrollments (6
percent of the student population in Fall 2006,
compared to 7.5 percent in 1996) make the
concerted effort important.
A team approach is critical, says
Jonathan Edwards, associate director of
admissions and coordinator of international

“It's harder for international students and
parents who are unfamiliar with the liberal arts
philosophy to see the return on the consider
able investment we are asking them to make,”
says Edwards. “International alumni can pro
vide a valuable perspective on how a Wooster
education can, in fact, uniquely prepare stu
dents for a rewarding professional life.

admissions. “The whole concept of the
small, liberal arts college is uniquely
American. Most higher education systems in
the world are more career-oriented and pro
duce graduates with specialized professional
credentials.

rience is the International Student Alumni
Network (ISAN). Network leaders who simulta

Helping to position Wooster as an elite expe

neously serve on the Alumni Board are:
Christabel Dadzie '04, Sohil Parekh '99, and
Qaisar Imam '91. They are joined in the
Network by Nikita Sharma '01, Anant

^■Qaisar Imam '91, Christabel Dadze '04, and Sohil Parekh '99 are members of the Alumni
Board and team leaders of the International Student Alumni Network.
►Asad Khan '93, vice president for research and development at Kent Displays Inc., was part of
an alumni panel which participated in the College’s inaugural Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Career Symposium. Because of visa restrictions, international students must carefully plan their
career moves. Alumni serve as role models and mentors.
PHOTOS Matt Dilyard
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Padmanabhan '99, and the current student liai
son Tamutenda Chidawanyika ’08,
“We can help to be the eyes and ears for the
College's admissions department," says Imam.
After an international student enrolls at
Wooster, having an alumni mentor established
by the ISAN can enhance their experience, says
Karen Edwards, assistant dean of students and
director of international student affairs.
International students face unique regulatory
challenges if they pursue employment or gradu
ate school in the U.S., says Edwards. “ISAN
members help international students understand
the need to think about next steps long before
they begin their I.S.”

Through the International Student
A lu m n i N etw ork, alum ni provide mentor
ship, career development, and recruitment
support. Current international students
also reach out to prospective students.
Tofin d out more, v isit the International
Student A lu m n i N etw ork Website:
http://alumni.wooster.edu/isan/default.php

i Divya Gopikumar, a member of the College's
five-student Ambassador program, shares a
hug with Cheyanne, a student at an elementary
school in Rittman, Ohio. The five students
chosen every year to be ambassadors give
presentations on all aspects of their cultures.
Gopikumar '07, a psychology major from
Kerala, India, brings a unique and popular per
spective to her presentations. Before attending
W ooster she starred in 21 Indian movies and
hosted many TV shows.
p h o to Nicola Kille

■^Arniko Singh '09, student ambassador from
Nepal, shares his country’s culture with cur
rent and prospective students during Family
Weekend.
p h o to Emma Powell

President Stan Hales
bids farewell to alumni
Alumni Relations is hosting receptions to
honor President Stan Hales, who will retire in
July. Please RSVP at:
http://alumni.wooster.edu/activities.php.
The spring Wooster magazine will feature the
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The definition of a quilt is simple: Two layers of fabric sandwiched around a
batting center. But add the word “art” and things become more complicated.
To be considered an art quilt, a phrase adopted in 1986, artists agree that the design
must be original, rather than a copy of someone else’s pattern. Another definition that
was useful—for a time—involved the creator’s intent. I f her intent was to make some
thing to hang on a wall, rather than to cover a bed, she might very well have made an
art quilt. That definition almost works. Until you consider the quilts made by the
women of Gee’s Bend, Ala., whose original purpose was to keep their families warm in
homes that had no electricity. The artist’s intent became less important than how her
work was valued and judged. Today, the unique quilts of Gee’s Bend sell for more than
$20,000 each and have been called “some of the most miraculous works of modern art
America has produced,” by a New York Times art critic.
But through the ages, quilts have been more than either bed covers or wall hangings.
They tell our stories. Carrying messages of inclusiveness and community, they celebrate
life’s everyday pleasures. They are used to speak out against disease, war, and injustice.
They stir us with their entreaties and warm us with their benedictions.
We hope you enjoy the work of six art quilters from the Wooster family.
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►J O IE D E V IV R E II

In the first of the “Joy of Life”
series (shown on this maga
zine's cover), Pritchard had
just begun experimenting with
a new form of art. The vase,
symbolizing the artist, is small
and off-center. In Joie de Vivre
//, the vase has become the
central feature. “ It's an exuber
ant self portrait,” says
Pritchard. “ It says, ‘Here I
am!'”
►
►From her “ Hero” series,
this quilt honors Pritchard's
father, who died in 1992. It
shows some of her favorite
techniques-layering, photo
transfer, painting on fabric to
deepen the colors, and using
a mix of materials.

14 Wooster
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In many ways, Gayle (Vickery) Pritchard’s jour
ney from student, to craftswoman, to artist, to
educator and mentor, reflects a similar journey
taken by thousands of American women.

Like many women in the early 1970s, Pritchard taught her
self to quilt. There was once a time when the skill was passed
down from mother to daughter. But like a forgotten story, the
craft almost died out in America.
“T he Depression represented making do, piecing it out,
making every little scrap count,” says Pritchard, who has become
a national authority on the history o f the art quilt. “Except for
the Amish, after the war most people didn’t want anything to do
with quilts. Also, working women didn’t want to be pushed
back into their old roles.”
But following the nation’s bicentennial in 1976, there was an
explosion o f interest in traditional quilting. I f grandmothers no
longer knew the skill, American women would learn it them 
selves. T he names o f historic quilt patterns became as familiar
as well-worn recipes. W omen gathered at coffee clubs and fabric
stores to piece together images of yesteryear—log cabins, stars,
daisies, and eagles.
Learning the craft by copying the masters was a great way to
start. But for Pritchard and many like her, it was only a begin
ning. “I quickly got bored with copying patterns,” she remembers.
Yesterday’s images were fine for yesterday. Relevancy began to
edge out nostalgia.
Pritchard had been intrigued by an art class at T he College of
Wooster, taught in 1975 by Karen Gunderman. “She showed us
how to do photo transfer. Like any kid, I’d done that with the
comics and Silly Putty. W hen I started working with fabric and
learned that you could transfer and build up layers of images, I
thought, ‘Oh, this is really cool!”’
A Germ an and psychology major and art and French
minor, Pritchard spent her senior year in Europe, visiting
museums and exploring artistic styles. T he skills o f independ
ent exploration that she learned at W ooster served her well.
She w ent on to take a three-year independent study at the
Cleveland Institute o f A rt and moved from being an accom
plished artist (her work has been commissioned by Cleveland’s
Rock and Roll H all o f Fame and is included in the permanent
Smithsonian museum collection) to becoming an author and
m entor as well. H er book, Uncommon Threads: Ohio’s A rt Quilt
Revolution, was recently published by the Ohio University

GAYLE PRI TCHARD ’ 79
JOI E
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Press; more than 600 students have taken her classes. She
teaches and creates from her home in Bay Village, Ohio.

S t i f l i n g the ce nsors’ voices
Pritchard’s students learn more than just technique. “The
hardest part about working with adults is getting them to shut
up their censor voices, those internal confidence-destroyers that
say, ‘You’re not good enough. You can’t do this. You have no tal
ent.’ I f we can ignore our censor voices, we can hear the still,
small voice that comes from the creative place within us all.”
Pritchard admits a close acquaintance with her own censor
voice, which is symbolized by the blue-headed, scraggly-toothed
demons under the floorboards o f Joie de Vivre I (shown on this
magazine’s cover). The piece is part o f a series that she created
about her personal artistic blossoming, with the vase of flowers
representing herself. “I felt like I was coming to life, like I had
finally found my way. I had taught myself to make quilts by the
tried and trusted way, and then I moved on to feeling as if I had
found total freedom.
“This piece is about claiming your power and taking over.”

http://www.gaylepritchardart.com/
■■
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The painted, fabric diaries of an American woman who is
simultaneously ordinary and extraordinary, Susan Shies
quilts speak of love, outrage, and sorrow. Words and images
trace the everyday texture of the commonplace.

SUSAN

SHI E

* 81

WILMA “ PEACE VOODOO”
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As tiny as little stitches, thousands o f words march through
and around images, with memories bumping up against current
events. They speak o f W ilma, the devastating hurricane; o f the
day husband Jimmy burned out a nest o f yellow jackets; of the
deaths o f Coretta Scott King and Rosa Parks; o f the indictment
o f Scooter Libby. They speak o f the death of an old family cat,
the memory o f tear gas at Kent State, and the day a chipmunk
was trapped in the living room.
Shie, who is considered one o f the earliest pioneers o f the art
quilt movement, is a full-time professional artist living in Wooster.
Her quilts are shown at approximately 20 exhibitions throughout
the country every year, and one of the country’s most influential
collectors has purchased her work.
Born with albinism and legally blind, Shie has always used her
writing to create personal connections. “As a lithe girl, I couldn’t
go out and play in the sunlight, so I wrote long, elaborate letters
to my friends.”
H er limited eyesight gave her a special kind o f artistic vision,
says Shie. “People w ith albinism have no depth perception.
Everything is flat. O ur clues to depth come from shadow and
overlap, properties that students who study perspective in art
classes always have a hard time capturing. But for me, drawing
the details that I depended on came easily.”
Growing up in M illersburg, O hio, Shie describes her
childhood as idyllic, though poor. H er father was a factory
worker, and every spare dollar w ent to pay doctors’ bills for
her and her brother, who was also born with albinism. H er
mother, whom Shie calls “super m om ,” sewed her children’s
clothes, grew a large, organic garden, and always had snacks
waiting for the kids after school.
A lthough Shie had attended an art class at T h e College
W ooster as a high school student, she never considered it an
option for college. W ooster was “sort o f this citadel on the
hill,” she recalls. “In the locals’ perception, that was where
rich people w ent to school.” Support from O hio’s Services for
the Blind covered tuition for a state institution, so Shie
enrolled at Kent State University.
But a marriage, then a child, prom pted her to drop out. By
the time she was 30, Shie was divorced, paying bills by playing
the guitar, and back in northeast Ohio. A nd once again, she

was drawn to the College because o f her hunger to create.
“T he College was the only place around w ith a gas kiln,
which I needed for my pottery.”
An observant professor o f art, George Olson, noticed Shies
skill, amassed an assortment o f grants and scholarships, and
Shie quickly became the College’s only full-time, adult student.
“I went through Wooster pinching myself,” Shie remembers.
“I couldn’t believe I was here.”

A spontaneous eruption
An emerging feminism began to shape her thinking and her
art. “Miriam Shapiro, a painter from New York, was a visiting
professor, and her basic message was, ‘T he studio art we are
doing now is masculine art. Working with painting and sculpture
comes down from the Renaissance. But look at all the art you’re
learning from your mothers and your grandmothers. You don’t
consider it “serious” because it’s functional.’”
Shie found stretching canvas across frames in the time-honored
tradition o f painters both unwieldy (she couldn’t drive a car and
couldn’t easily transport the heavy pieces) and ultimately unneces
sary. “I said to my adviser, George Olson, ‘W hy don’t I forget
painting on canvas stretched across frames? W hy don’t I just paint
on fabric?’ H e said, ‘Go for it!”’
Shies Independent Study (I.S.) included a quilt and kimonos,
created to honor her mother, sister, and daughter. Her mother,

>.A R T IS T AT W O R K Susan Shie, who was 30 years-old when
she was a W ooster student, dubbed her studio at the Severance Art
Building the “Yin Garment Factory." Here, she works on her I.S. in

1981.
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who started becoming affected by Alzheimer’s disease soon after
Shie’s senior year, helped her stitch the quilt. “It was really good
that we did that together, because within two years, she couldn’t
sew any more. Looking back, that was a very special time.”
Shie went on to graduate school at Kent State, and again made
a quilt for her thesis. “W hen I came into the field, they weren’t
called art quilts. W hen I did my thesis, I didn’t know anyone else
was doing this. I just thought, ‘I’m this painter who decided to sew
on my paintings, and I’m doing this all by myself.’ I thought I’d
put my quilts into the closet and go back to cleaning houses.”
But Shie’s graduate adviser urged her to enter her quilts in a
national quilt exhibition that was seeking contemporary artists. “I
met all these other artists. It was like we spontaneously erupted all
over the country, especially in Ohio.”
Shie is both an accomplished seamstress (she can make stitches
as perfect as any Amish grandmother’s) and an artist who can
paint realistically. But she chooses to depict stylized images and—
when she decides to hand-sew—her stitches are as irregular as her
eccentric characters.
“W hat I want people to remember about me is that I am a
painter. The fact that I sew my work is secondary.”
Shie’s most recent quilts, which she calls “time capsules,” use
images and diary entries to speak out against the war and other
policies that she believes are failing the country. “This is my civic
duty,” she says. “This is what I do as a responsible citizen.”
She remembers keeping her citizen’s head down for many
years, following the shootings at Kent State. She was trapped on
campus that day, pregnant, and terrified that the tear gas she was
breathing would affect her unborn child. “After that, we all kind of
shut up. For a long time, I had no politics. And then I thought,
‘Wow, this big mess that we’re all in now, maybe it’s because we all
shut up.’”
Shie’s relatively new role as grandmother also helped focus her
art. Shie’s daughter, who was 10 years old when Shie created her
I.S., is now a mother herself, and Shie recently spent 18 months
with what she called her “nanny gig.”
“Being with a very innocent soul so much of the time made
me more aware of how important it is for our world to be a safe
and whole place.”

Karla Solomon’s art flourished after she began living
abroad with husband Howard Solomon, who joined the
U.S. Foreign Service in 1997.
Karla Solomon (Thomas) ’87, who combined a study of
Russian and economics at Wooster, found her language skills use
ful, as she and her family settled first in Seoul, then Moscow, and
finally in Vienna, where she currendy lives.
She was inspired by the variety of fabrics that each country
offered and began experimenting with “relaxing the ‘rules’ of quilt
ing and adding more angles and less perfection,” she remembers.
Solomon created Heterogeny Hop as part o f a series called
E Pluribus Unum by the Internet organization Q uiltA rt, which
challenged artists to illustrate the idea, “O u t o f many, one.”
(www.quiltart.com/challenges/epu/)

KARLA S O L O M O N ’ 87
HETEROGENY

HOP

“I started by cutting out cookie-cutter-like figures from paper,
then I tried cutting them in quarters and reassembling them. I
liked the way the symmetrical and static figures changed person
ality when they were recombined, and so I translated that onto
fabric, which I dyed myself.
“Heterogeny Hop is a visual celebration o f the diversity within
an individual. T he figures, originally static in their whole forms,
perform their own unique dance when cut into quarters and
combined. Each person takes their biological and environmental
influences and creates their own unique person from it. From
many, one.”
WINTER 2 0 0 7
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In her artist’s statements, Nancy (Riddle) Schlegel is likely to call her College of
W ooster degree in mathematics a “sidetrack.”
W hat she loved during her college days was working on costumes in the theatre
department. H er love for fiber arts— not only quilts but also jackets and capes— has
resulted in many juried exhibitions and awards. She also teaches workshops and seminars.
Inspired by the interplay o f fabric patterns and thread texture, Schlegel created
Shockwaves w ith squares o f hand-dyed fabric, in w hich she inserted thin lines from
other fabrics and then arranged the squares in jagged diagonal lines. “T he title came
last,” she says. “T h e quilt gave me the feeling o f dark forces splitting asunder our
sunny days-a reaction, still, to 9-11.”
Shockwaves has been shown at juried exhibitions in W histler, 111., and Chandler,
Ariz. Schlegel works from her home in C astleton-on-H udson, N.Y.

A biology graduate, Carla (Curtis) Schardt is
inspired by plant images. Schardt, who lives in
Reston, Va., began quilting 20 years ago, after her
husband died. “I needed something to do. You either
hate it or you’re hooked. Fifty quilts later—I guess
you’d say I’m hooked.” One o f those 50 quilts, Castor
Bean, part o f a Healing A rt series, hangs at Walter
Reed Hospital, inspired by a friend and mentor who
was hospitalized for cancer. “Thirty-five o f us quil
ters decided she needed something to look at besides
dreary, green walls,” remembers Schardt.
“One o f the reasons I got into art quilts was to
get away from very rigid ideas about how a quilt
should be made. T hat kind o f perfection isn’t w hat’s
important to me. I can’t worry if my stitches meet
the standards o f the ‘quilt police,’ or if they don’t
approve o f sewing machines. Fabrics, textures, and
colors— they are a fascination and an obsession.”

I f Lynne M cC reight ’66 sometimes sounds a bit like an engineer when she
describes her artistic process, there’s a reason. Before she retired, she was manufac
turing manager for a high-tech computer networking company. A chemistry major,
M cC reight is not one o f those artists who knows where she’s going with her cre
ation only after she’s arrived. “I love sorting and organizing, and having a very good
idea where I’m going. I begin w ith a vision, and I love the proof o f design stage,
where you figure out how to use fabrics and put them together to make a design.”
A member o f the College’s Board o f Trustees, M cC reight creates her art from
her home in Moscow, Idaho, and is happiest when she’s working with tiny scraps of
fabrics, which she loves retrieving from wastebaskets at the end o f a workshop. The
images she creates from her thousands o f scraps are the things she loves— a bowl of
oranges, Polish pottery, bees in their honeycomb, and zinnias in her garden.

Real Men Do n’ t Make Qui lt s
There is a quilt hanging in the home of Lynne
M cC reight titled Real Men D on't Make Q uilts IV,
by Robin Blakeman of Poolville, New York. “ I was
enchanted by the fact that he made a whole series,”
M cCreight says.
Men are more represented in the art quilt movement
than in traditional quilting, probably because of the
cross-over from other fibe r art genres. Both men and
women are intrigued by new artistic possibilities
afforded by digital technologies.
For example, nationally acclaimed quilt artist Michael
James teaches the expanding art form at the University
of Nebraska, Lincoln, where he chairs the department
of textiles, clothing, and design.

M cC r e i g h t ’66
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Are there any male W ooster quilters out there?
Let’s hear from you!
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Gordon Lubold
Senior writer, Army Times,
Navy Times, Marine Corps Times
by

K A R O L CROSBIE

Gordon Lubold, senior writer with the Army Times Publishing
Company, faces the kinds o f challenges that any professional
news reporter incurs: H ow to break away from competitors and
find a unique angle; how to develop relationships with news
sources that simultaneously build trust and maintain professional
boundaries; how to keep a cubicle-corporate environment from
isolating you from your readers and subjects.
H e also has a few additional challenges: How to meet dead
lines when your Internet connection fails in the middle o f an
Afghanistan desert; how to stay on task when a sandstorm brings
thousands of “camel beetles” to your campsite; how to keep your
wife and two young daughters from worrying about your safety
when you’re embedded with the troops.
W hen Lubold ’87 arrived at his job at Army Times in 1999,
it seemed far afield from his ambition to work for a foreign news
bureau. But, says Lubold, he soon found that the culture he was
covering was as new to him as any foreign country. The Army
Times, a Gannett-owned company, publishes newspapers for
U.S. service members and their families.
“The military is a distinct, separate culture,” Lubold says.
“Members live on base, send their kids to schools in military instal
lations, and receive their benefits from the military. I had no mili
tary background, and it was a steep learning curve to figure it out.”
One thing he says he learned quickly was that, like any
organization, the military is made up of individuals. “The public
is very disconnected from the military. They see it as kind of a
monolithic thing—people whom they don’t understand with
funny hair and uniforms.”

“ Real t hi ng s happen in wa r. ”
Some o f the information needs o f Lubold’s readers are
routine: W h a t are the best jobs and career paths? W here are
the m ost desirable bases? W h a t is the personal impact o f a
particular government policy?
And some questions aren’t as routine: W hat does it feel like to
be stationed in Iraq, or Afghanistan, or Africa? W h at’s going on

there? Lubold says he likes his job just fine when he’s writing
from his cubicle in the Pentagon. But he really loves it when he’s
embedded with the troops.
Memories of a 2004 deployments in Afghanistan are still
fresh. His small cargo plane landed at night in the middle o f a
desert in almost total darkness. Lubold carried all his belongings
on his back, and high winds sent his sleeping mat flying.
“That night, we slept on the floor of the Kandahar airport,
and my isomat would have come in handy. Shards of glass hung
overhead because the windows had been broken from explosions a
month before. It was pretty cmde— pretty stimulating.”
T he M arine unit he was traveling with came under fire,
and Lubold observed first-hand how service members defend
themselves. “T hey train every day o f their lives in the military
for events like this. They got really jazzed, turned out the
lights, and hunkered down.”
And was he afraid? “It was exhilarating! I don’t want to
sound like a cowboy, but it was where I wanted to be at the time.
O f course, on trips like this you don’t ever want to see anybody
get killed, but you want to know that the war is real. There is the
perception that the way Americans fight wars is very antiseptic.

■•■Gordon Lubold
takes notes at the
Kandahar International
Airport in fall, 2001.
p h o to Rob Curtis
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“ You’re living, sleeping, and eating with the people whom you’re covering.
The only way you get perspective, get a sense of what’s going on, is if you
become dose to the subject. But not too dose.”
G O R D O N LU B O LD

Gordon Lubold
(left) interviews
General Peter Pace,
chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, as
they return from a
trip to Afghanistan in
August 2006.
p h o to Myles Cullen, United
States Air Force

“As a journalist, it’s good to witness that real things happen
in war.”
But journalists who write about wars and warriors must
sometimes take cover from professional attack. Lubold remem
bers, for example, the fire he took from U.S. military command
ers about a controversial quote he included in a story. “I was
talking to this Marine—just a kid, maybe 18 years-old— and I
asked him about ‘winning the hearts and minds o f the Iraqis.’”
T he young solder’s profane response, in which he advocated
sending a bullet through his hosts’ hearts and minds and going
home, was the kind o f quote that Lubold weighs carefully
before he uses.
“I used the quote because I knew that there were other
soldiers who felt the same way,” says Lubold. “H e didn’t just
speak for himself.”
Lubold’s news judgments also include ferreting out the motiva
tions of his sources. “There’s a lot of leaking that goes on around
here,” he says. “You’ve got to figure out why somebody is saying
something. T hat kid I told you about? His motivation may have

been to get his name in the paper. But he said it, nonetheless, and
I believe it reflected what he thought.
“You get used to it. You know you’re getting used and
sometimes you willingly get used because it’s a story that
needs to be told.”
Another routine challenge that many journalists face— main
taining appropriate boundaries with sources— is sharper for writers
like Lubold. “T hat’s part of the rub with embedding. You’re living,
sleeping, and eating with the people whom you’re covering. The
only way you get perspective, get a sense of what’s going on, is if
you become close to the subject. But not too close. I always
remind them, ‘W ere buds, but were not friends.’”
Lubold, an English major at Wooster, got his journalism train
ing on the job. Although he says he wishes he could travel more
and worries that his Pentagon cubicle keeps him too isolated,
Lubold concedes that the beltway is the place to be. “And the war
is the best story going on right now. The story is constantly
changing, and the debate here in Washington is surging.
“This is where it’s happening.”

Scott Denman has seen the future, and it is out there.
In the 28 years since he left the Wooster campus, he has become the
complete Washington outsider. H e’s been a political organizer, activist,
lobbyist, and media strategist. H e’s counseled senators, testified before
Congress, and now he’s a financier. In an era when a growing federal gov
ernment has extended its influence to everything from particulate matter
in car emissions to airport check-in lines, Scott Denman 78 has done all
he can to influence government policy except work for Uncle Sam.
In that time, W ashington has seen government evolve from a shak
en, post-W atergate institution surrounded by a couple thousand asso
ciations, lobbyists, and influence peddlers to a cacophony o f tens o f
thousands o f associations, political action groups, lobbyists, activists,
media specialists and lawyers with the potential to outweigh, polarize,
and sometimes even overwhelm the three branches o f government.
W ith Capitol Hill lawmakers often polarized and immobilized,
Denman has looked outward, focusing his considerable energies on
communities that have become incubators of successful public policy.
H e is trying to finance a small piece o f the future as a senior program
officer for the Wallace Global Fund.

“ I’ m a p o l i t i c a l guy. ”
T he W ooster thread starts w ith a childhood visit in 1969 to
W ooster M emorial Park, formerly called Spangler’s W oods, a small
park west o f town. “T h at was my epiphany,” D enm an said. “I saw
the fields at Spangler’s W oods and realized they were individual
blades o f grass. Individual blades o f grass,” he repeats deliberately,
“but growing together.”
Denm an’s experience piqued a lifetime passion for nature in all of
its intricacies that meshed with his instinct for politics. A t W ooster
H igh School, he organized the W ooster Earth Action Group, a small
group o f activists. T he group gained the attention o f a burgeoning
regional and national environmental movement. T h at connection led
to D enm an’s appearance at a congressional hearing that exposed
strip mining, an environmental threat in southeastern Ohio, W est
Virginia, and (to the surprise o f lawmakers) on a H opi Indian reser
vation in Arizona.
Denman’s college adventure had an unusual, though hardly unique,
beginning. H e enrolled at Wooster as a biology major. “But I never fin
ished a biology course. It wasn’t a fit,” he says.
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“ People are disillusioned with Washington. I hope that the states will
continue their growing role and not just turn back to Washington.”
SC OT T DENMAN

T hat mismatch had stark consequences. “I was formallyasked to exit the stage in 1977,” Denman said. T hen came a
Wooster classic, the intervention of a Wooster educator at a crit
ical time in a student’s career. “I appealed to J. Garber Drushal
for one more chance,” Denman says, recalling his relationship
with Drushal, then the College’s president and the father of
D oug Drushal 74, a close high school friend.
“It was a very blunt mentorship,” Denman remembers.
Drushal set strict rules and milestones and allowed Denman to
redirect his energy to political science. “I’m a political guy,” he
says. Then and now.

A g if t t ha t kept on giving
Denman’s Independent Study, “Public Policy and Solar
Energy: T he Corporate Connection,” explored the politics of a
fledgling solar energy industry, specifically its takeover by big oil
corporations. T he study led to a job with the Citizen Energy
Project, and a 1980 article in The Nation (“Big Business Reaches
for the Sun”). It attracted the attention of former Ohio Senator
Howard Metzenbaum, who organized a congressional hearing to
explore the trend.
Galvanized by the Three M ile Island nuclear power plant
accident, D enm an marched to W ashington and soon helped
create the Safe Energy Communications Council (SECC),
which he directed for nearly two decades.
Denm an and the SECC joined one of the environmental
movement’s most successful Washington campaigns. They killed
a 10-year effort by the country’s power industry and the U.S.
Energy Research and Development Administration to build a
nuclear reactor on the Clinch River, in O ak Ridge, Tenn.
From the time the prototype project was first proposed, the
price tag had risen from $5 billion to more than $10 billion. But
the project was embraced by the nuclear industry, President Ronald
Reagan, and top Tennessee politicians Senator Howard Baker and
Representative A1 Gore, giving it a sense of inevitability.
Today, D enm an marvels at the accomplishment as he lists
his unlikely allies— the U.S. Catholic Bishops, the United
M ethodist Church, the Consumer Federation, the Taxpayers
Union, the Heritage Foundation, the A FL -C IO , the United
Steelworkers, and Citizens for a Sound Economy. “The key was
that we were able to find common interest. Motives ranged from
safety, to the environment, to the high cost. The coalition per

fected the tools of new politics, including marches and demon
strations, state and national newspaper editorials, and direct mail
campaigns targeting Tennessee candidates and office-holders.
“We took down a major pork barrel project,” Denman says.
“This is how you get things done— find common interests and
keep your eye on the prize.”
Denman’s I.S. project, meanwhile, was a gift that kept on giv
ing. It drew the attention of Hollywood producers David and
Jerry Zucker and was adapted as a plot in the 1991 movie Naked
Gun 21/2, starring Leslie Nielsen. The inventive detective helps
foil a group of pseudo-terrorists trying to destroy the country’s
solar energy resources.
T he East Coast premiere was a big ticket W ashington
event, held at the Smithsonian’s Natural H istory M useum
and featuring the Zuckers, the movie stars, D enm an, and 300
new best friends. T he movie was a hoot, says D enm an, espe
cially its anti-nuclear message. For example, it featured three
trade associations: the Society for M ore Coal Energy
(SM O C E ), the Society o f Petroleum Industry Leaders
(SPIL), and the Key Atomic Benefits Office o f M ankind
(K A BO O M ).

“ It sh ou ld be a green t i m e . ”
D enm an’s vision includes the collapse o f a dream and the
prospect o f a future o f dynamic, local initiatives across the
country. Funded by grants from foundations and from the
U.S. D epartm ent of Energy, the SEC C thrived in the ’80s
and ’90s, producing books and studies on renewable energy,
electric utility regulation, and global warming. Its eight staff
members were in demand as consultants, writers, counselors,
and strategists. One of the group’s successes was shutting
down the Rancho Seco power plant in Sacramento, Calif.
“O ur mission was to beat back the nuclear industry,” Denm an
says. “W e had a pincer movement— no to nuclear power, but
yes to energy efficiency and renewable energy sources.”
“We were coalition builders. Cross fertilization was important.
That is one of the lessons I take from SECC, the importance of
working collaboratively.”
But SE C C was another casualty o f the war on terrorism.
T he sharp recession and stock market dive following the
9-11 terrorist attacks in 2001 affected the foundations that
financed SECC. T he Bush adm inistration’s sharp turn in

< Scott Denman played a pivotal role in preserving 1,000
acres in the Blue Ridge Mountains, near Purcellville, Va. Here
he and Nellie survey the site of the Blue Ridge Center for
Environmental Stewardship. “ Instead of 200 ‘McMansions,'
the land serves as a nature preserve, community-supported
agricultural center, and living laboratory for thousands of school
children, nonprofit educational and conservation groups.”
p h o to Wendy Watkins

energy policy also changed the W ashington political climate.
O n Sept. 18, 2002, D enm an was notified by four separate
foundations th at their funding was ending. “It was a sad day.
There was a dom ino effect. W e were just out o f money,” he
says wistfully.
H e remains preoccupied with land use and the wise use of
energy. “Five percent of the world’s population consumes 25 per
cent of the world’s energy,” he quotes. This oft-repeated reality
brought him to the Wallace Global Fund. Here, he is developing
a program that will allocate up to SI million a year in grants for
community-based projects that incorporate wise land use, control
sprawl, and preserve communities.
T h e revival o f local initiatives and creativity coincides with
policy deadlock in W ashington. “People are disillusioned with
W ashington,” D enm an says, listing regional conservation and

energy projects that have captured his attention. “I hope that
the states will continue their growing role and not just turn
back to W ashington.”
H e says he worries about what he considers a declining interest
in the environment, compared to the early ’80s. For example, envi
ronmentalism is seldom one of the top factors that trigger a vote
from the current electorate. “That should change, as the population
gets older. It should be a green time. I hope it’s turning around.”
A nd the turn-around might mean yet another saga in his
I.S. adventure, he laughs. “So far, it’s led to a national article,
congressional hearings, and a Hollywood movie. W h o knows
how it will evolve?”
Jim Toedtman is editor of AARP Bulletin and a member of the Wooster
Editorial Advisory Board.
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►Lauren Bell '94, who researched
Supreme Court decision-making for
k her Wooster Independent Study, has
I
taken a year's leave from her posi1
tion at Randolph-Macon College
\
for a prestigious Supreme
Court fellowship.
photo

“ My Wooster experience was about as direct a line as you can get to
future success. When I graduated, I had no clue that I was going to be
able to write a dissertation or become a Supreme Court fellow. But by
taking risks and pushing myself, I saw I could be successful.”
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Karol Crosbie

Lauren Bell’s two passions are inexorably linked. As she digs
into her research, she can see the top o f the U.S. Capitol from
her office window. She loves the sense o f purpose that comes
from her work as a U.S. Supreme C ourt Fellow. But her other
purpose is always on her mind. She loves teaching. I f ever there
was a poster child for the symbiosis between research and
teaching, it is Lauren Bell.
She has no doubt that her research abilities landed her the
prestigious one-year appointm ent w ith the C ourt, where she
is working on sentencing guidelines for the U.S. Sentencing
Commission. A professor o f political science at RandolphM acon College in Ashland, Va., Bell ’94 says her application
for one o f the four positions appointed each year was almost
perfunctory. “I applied and then bought a house and a dog; I
knew I wasn’t going to get it.”
But it turned out that the perfect candidate was a researcher
who could make complicated data understandable and who
had a sense o f public service. In other words, a researcher and
a teacher. In other words, Lauren Bell.
O ne o f the main functions o f the Sentencing Commission
is to simplify the intricate federal guidelines that prosecution
and probation officers use to calculate sentences. As part o f
the team working on the simplification process, Bell must not
only understand how to analyze data but must also be able to
turn it into a clear, direct message.
“T he people whom the Commission talks to aren’t statisti
cians or mathematicians,” says Bell. “They are judges and pro
bation officers who have literally hundreds of thousands o f cases
worth o f data that they want us to distill, put into bullet points,
and make relevant.”
Among her political science majors at Randolph-Macon are the
inevitable math-haters, whom Bell does not exempt from rigorous
data analysis classes. But she tells them that she can identify with
their hostility. “I was petrified of math. I hated it and thought I
couldn’t do it. I wish all of my students could be by my side here in
D.C. and see what a huge advantage it is to have those skills.”

“ Sharing what I’ ve l e a r n e d ”
A class with M ark Weaver, Wooster professor o f politi
cal science, launched Bell’s interest in the subject.
“From that first class on, I wanted to learn more.
You know that cliche about how influential one
professor can be? I t’s true.” For her
Independent Study, Bell investigated
whether Supreme C ourt justices changed
their voting decisions on desegrega
tion during a 40-year period. She
remembers laboring over data
analysis and fervently wish
ing she had paid more
attention in class.

“M y Wooster experience was about as direct a fine as you can
get to future success. W hen I graduated, I had no clue that I was
going to be able to write a dissertation or become a Supreme
Court fellow. But by taking risks and pushing myself, I saw I
could be successful.”
Last year, Bell brought three teams o f her students to the
W ooster campus to compete in the M idwest D istrict M oot
Court Tournament. The only Midwest District teams to advance
to the next level were Bell’s R andolph-M acon teams and
Wooster’s teams. “Given the Wooster moot court dynasty, I was
pretty proud,” Bell says. O f course I had to cheer for my stu
dents, but they couldn’t get through the Wooster juggernaut.”
(The Wooster team ranks one o f the highest in the nation.)
Bell says she hopes the teaching style that she admired in
M ark W eaver’s classes is reflected in her own teaching. “T he
tradition o f Randolph-M acon is like the one at Wooster. W e
take students from all levels and make them better than they
thought they could be.”
One o f her former students, who is him self now a teacher,
says that Bell succeeded. “She was interactive, demanding, and
personally interested in us,” says Curtis Ellis, a Ph.D . candi
date at the University o f Oklahoma’s Carl Albert Center,
Bell’s own graduate alma mater. “I’m trying to do things as
close to the way she did as I can.”
Bell says she is looking forward to returning to her students
at the end o f her year in D .C. “Sharing what I’ve learned—
that’s the fun part!”
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Donald Kohn
took time to chat
with students
when he was
on cam pus in
O ctober, 2005.
p h o to Matt Dilyard

Donald Kohn
chairman, Federal Reserve
Board of Governors

“ Going to work each morning knowing that how
well you do your job could affect the welfare of
your fellow citizens can be a little scary, but it is
also tremendously challenging and rewarding.”
DONALD
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KOHN

T he Federal Reserve Board o f Governors was holding a confer
ence call in late April 1987, weighing a preoccupation w ith hyperin
flation against turmoil in the world’s financial markets and a sudden
surge in the national economy. Late in the meeting, Federal Reserve
chairman Paul Volcker, arguably the second most powerful man in
the country, turned to D onald L. Kohn.
“Mr. Kohn, do you want to say anything about anything?”
Then, as now, Don Kohn ’64 was the Fed’s go-to guy. T hen he was
Federal Reserve secretary and staff adviser. Later he became chief econo
mist, and today he serves as vice chairman of the Federal Reserve Board
of Governors.
A t the vortex of a $13.3 trillion national economy, Kohn mbs elbows
with some of the wealthiest and most powerful people on earth. H e was
the man to whom Alan Greenspan turned for answers or advice. He
understands the vagaries of global finance and the domestic housing mar
ket, and easily talks of money supply, gasoline or cement prices, or how the
Maastricht Treaty affects jobs in Germany.
D on Kohn also rides his bicycle to work at least twice a week. H e
has eschewed the trappings and financial allure o f Wall Street. Instead,
for more than three decades, his career has been that o f a civil servant
who rose to the top of his profession and his institution. H e begins
each work day worried about what inflation, housing costs, and energy
prices are doing to your checkbooks.
Kohn is known for his analytical skills and his curiosity—what he

calls “habits o f mind,” nurtured and encouraged as an econom
ics major at Wooster. (H e was recognized as a Distinguished
Alumnus in 1998 and received an honorary Doctor o f Laws
degree at Wooster last June.)
Reflecting on his Wooster years invariably includes mention of
cutting chapel for coffee and a cigarette at T he Shack. But he
quickly turns to what he calls “the Wooster tradition”— the disci
pline o f Independent Study, the “new horizons” introduced by
economics professors, and using his knowledge “for the common
good, as well as for individual gain.”
Having opted for the common good side of that equation,
Kohn’s influence resulted from his tenure as Volcker’s advisor and
Alan Greenspans counselor. Since his 2002 appointment as gover
nor and his 2005 promotion to vice chairman, Kohn has become a
policy maker in his own right, with a direct hand in the Fed’s
enormous influence on the economy.
Congress established the Federal Reserves central responsibili
ty for “sustainable economic growth” in 1913 with legislation that
refined the federal banking system, originally crafted by Alexander
Hamilton. The Federal Reserve has assumed the objectives of
keeping employment high and inflation low. It controls cash flow
by supervising banks and processing checks, and it has developed
a highly regarded consumer and economic research arm. But the
Fed’s most significant influence flows from its control of credit
conditions, the power engine of the national economy.
It may seem a bit dense, but the focus for Kohn and six other
Federal Reserve governors when they meet 10 times a year is on
setting a target for the overnight interest that designated banks
charge major commercial banks. This federal funds rate percolates
through the economy, and influences the rise and fall of interest
rates for businesses, home mortgages, credit cards, and exchange
rates. It is a balancing act that requires a deft hand: High rates can
choke hiring and spending; low rates can ignite inflation.
Top-ranking Federal Reserve officials also have assumed a crit
ical role in explaining the Board’s activities to the public. Public
comments by Board Chairman Ben Bernanke or Kohn elicit
intense scrutiny and can trigger a sharp reaction in global financial
market activity.
Kohn’s frame o f reference is the searing memory o f the
hyper-inflation o f the 1970s. O il prices had quadrupled and
were followed by a double-whammy— inflation topped 14
percent and unemployment reached double-digits.
“I think the formative event in my career was living through
that period and seeing there was no tradeoff between inflation and
employment,” Kohn says.
Volcker’s board jacked up the target federal funds rate to
20 percent in 1980. Inflation eventually fell to 2.5 percent, but
interest rate hikes helped propel a deep recession in 1981 and
1982. Caravans o f truckers and farmers came to W ashington,
D .C ., to protest. Contractors w ith no homes to build sent
Volcker stacks o f lumber.

“W e had tractors circling the building to protest the high
interest rates, and consumer groups telling us we were creating
poverty,” Kohn recalls. “It was a very, very difficult time.”
Kohn’s reference points have changed mightily. For one thing,
world exchange rates are now flexible and not pegged to gold (a
strategy he recommended in his I.S. in 1964, seven years before
the link was actually severed.)
“I don’t consider myself a prophet,” he says now. “I picked the
topic because a lot o f economists were making that argument.
I went into the thesis without having made up my mind and
instead read the arguments. T hat’s the way it’s supposed to work.”
Flexible exchange rates, increased transportation and communi
cation capabilities, and exploding technology helped ignite a global
economy. The size of the U.S. economy has grown from SI trillion
in 1970 to S14 trillion today. The workforce has nearly doubled,
federal spending is 13 times higher, and public debt has exploded
from S380 billion to over S9 trillion. United States trade with the
rest of the world has increased 24 times, to over $2 trillion a year.
Globalization has complicated the work of Kohn and his col
leagues, as they simultaneously evaluate international develop
ments and the increasingly intricate details of the U.S. economy.
How does he track this expanding spreadsheet? “W ith difficul
ty,” he laughs. “You have to be aware of the broad trends like glob
alization. But cyclical developments are also very important.”
And how does he stay in touch with the consequences for
individuals? “I try to force myself to think, practicing patterns of
thought that were developed and encouraged at Wooster. The sta
tistics we look at depend on the circumstances. I take a topic and
examine it from various angles. I try to spread the net very widely.
Right now, the big issue in the economy is housing. In a month or
two it might be something else.”
Kohn began tracking these cycles in earnest when he joined
the Kansas City Federal Reserve Bank in 1971, finishing his doc
torate at the University of Michigan. H e moved to Washington
five years later. His expanding role in the decision-making of the
Federal Reserve Board has kept the job attractive. Has he ever
thought of leaving? N ot for long, he replies. “I would rather be on
the inside working on things than on the outside trying to guess
what some other Don Kohn was telling Alan Greenspan.”
H e was drawn to public service in part by his experience at
Wooster, but especially by his parents. His father was chief
financial officer for the Young M en’s Hebrew Association in
Philadelphia; his mother was an elementary school teacher. “The
notion of working for a place that is trying to make the world a
little bit better is part o f what I grew up with,” Kohn says.
T hat has meant a public service career, which he summed up
in one sentence for a Wooster audience a year ago. “I can tell
you from personal experience that going to work each morning
knowing that how well you do your job could affect the welfare
o f your fellow citizens can be a little scary, but it is also tremen
dously challenging and rewarding.”
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Cl assNotes

KEEPING WARM IN THE 1 9 2 0 s

Three unidentified students in
front of Kauke Hall.
p h o to College of Wooster Libraries,
Special Collections

1932

7 5 th R e u n io n

Ford Ross’s only grandson, Brian (son of
Ford’s son, Bill), has become the fifth member
of the Ross family to earn a law degree and be
admitted to the Ohio bar (the sixth, counting
those related by marriage!). H e’s a fourth
generation lawyer. Ford completed 71 years of
practice in August. Since 1981 he’s practiced
in association with his two sons, Bill and Jim.
W ith a bow toward his age, he’s reduced his
working hours to four afternoons per week.
See p. 35 for a reminiscence by Ford.

1937

7 0 th R e u n io n

Martha “Mollie”Tilock Van Bolt
2020 Glendale A ve., F lint , M I 48503-2111
(810) 233-5197, rvbmvb@sbcglobal.net

For two years this column has reported on
the 90th birthday celebrations of classmates,
most of whom were born in 1915-16. We are
about at the end of this cycle: there were no
90th birthdays during the past three months,
and there will only be four more in the future.
We will officially be a class of nonagenarians.
The next milestone will be our 70th
reunion, June 7-10. Several classmates have
said they will keep the dates in mind, but no
one has vowed to be there, “no matter what.”
Sometime soon you’ll probably receive the
customary questionnaire. If so, please provide
the information and return the form to the
college. Copies are made available to the class
secretaries.
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Some years ago, Roger Van Bolt and I
(Mollie) decided to keep track of our class
mates with annual birthday telephone calls.
However, time moves on, and some can no
longer hear well enough to enjoy a phone
conversation. For them, birthday greetings by
mail are back in order. A card to Margaret
Thomas Matthews finally reached her new
address, 197 Cahill Cross Rd., Apt. 158, West
Milford, NJ 07480. Her children and grand
children who live nearby had a 90th birthday
party for Margaret at her assisted living facility.
Her birthday wish was for relief from shingles,
which have made her miserable for 14 months.
Lois Cook Barton and I correspond by
mail. Lois is 94 and in good health, except for
her hearing.
Robert Andrews reported that, since his
birthday this year was on a Tuesday, when
there are three livestock auctions in Farmerstown, Ohio, he spent an enjoyable day greeting
his many Amish friends who were in town.
I made contact with Betty Panetta (known
to everyone except Wooster classmates as
“Lisa”). She had just spent a day with two
sons, who live in another part of Philadelphia,
Pa. Betty is in close contact with all of her
scattered family, continues to provide piano
music for events at her retirement center, and
teaches piano. She volunteers on a project at
Rydal Park that involves used postage stamps:
she removes them from envelopes, sorts them,
and gets the stamps ready to be turned over to
the person in charge of marketing them.

Ralph Immel gets his annual star for call
ing me on his birthday. We are e-mail pals,
and it’s good to hear his voice once a year. He
mentioned relief at meeting the requirements
to renew his California driver’s license, so he’s
still running the roads.
Betty Mix ’39 and Peter Snyder had to
give up their car—they get around their retire
ment community in a golf cart.
Helen Forry Drysdale is upbeat and
enthusiastic about a creative writing project at
her retirement center. To keep her mind sharp,
she memorizes poetry. Helen and Murray
Drysdale ’36 no longer share an apartment.
Murray lives in the Alzheimer’s unit.
A call to Mary Critchley Main’s daughter
brought the information that Mary’s condition
remains the same, healthy but unaware.
Margaret Kunkel Miller has moved from
her house to 2140 Center St., Belmont Tower
401, Ashland, O H 44805. She is restricted in
mobility but does not let this interfere with
attending duplicate bridge clubs in Ashland
and Mansfield, as she has for many years.
Dorothyjohnson Knight enjoys the
watchful eyes of her three children (Amy lives
next door), which make it possible for her to
continue to live in her own home.
Betty Clepper Reyer also has no plans for
leaving her home of many years. She just
makes changes now and then, like moving her
sleeping quarters to the main floor.
Margaret Corcelius Richardson is not
letting age get in the way of her travels.

Last April she attended a granddaughters
wedding in Colorado. She spent six weeks in
St. Paul in the fall.
I end with a mind-boggler. An historical
society to which Roger belonged to for many
years recently sent him a letter announcing:
“Your annual dues, at the Deceased level, are
only $30.00.” Go figure!

1938

Louise Harris Southard
950 Cherry St. A pt. 264, Memphis, T N 38117

1 9 39
Dean F. Davies
1 A pple Tree Dr., Brunswick, M E 04011
docdean @verizon. net

By the grapevine (Mary Wilcox Hughes
’41), I (Dean) discovered that three
Woosterians live in the same retirement
community in Santa Barbara, Calif. Mary
DelmerTooker, her sister, Alice ’35, and
Marilyn Johnston Gruber ’41 live there—
on the same floor.
Ruth Hofsteter, having had a rich life as a
missionary nurse midwife in India, writes that
she lives in the countryside near Massillon,
Ohio, and keeps busy tutoring in math.
As busy as Peg Stockdale McCoy has been
for our alma mater, it is not surprising that she
continues to be active on the board of directors
and various committees of the Sherwood Oaks
retirement community in Cranberry Town
ship, Pa. She has lived there since it opened 24
years ago. Peg is also active in helping her
favorite candidate get a chance to straighten
out the Senate. She [and I] think, “We have a
grim world situation....”
Peg has been in touch with Dorothy
Grady Bland and Beryl Reed Rogers.
Dorothy and her husband live in a retirement
center in Chapel Hill. Beryl is fortunate to have
a daughter live with her in Indianapolis.
To everyone else: If you have access to an
e-mail address, please let me have it; I need to
hear from you.

Charles Rath and Betty Kate ’39 Wooster
connection. The two met in a German class
at Wooster High School 73 years ago. (That
year, 1934, their German teacher returned
from a visit to Berlin and told the class how
wonderful Hitler was, making her feel safe
as she walked Berlin’s streets alone at night.)
Charles and Betty had their first date on
Nov. 30,1934, and were married in Memorial
Chapel on Aug. 2,1941. They have four chil
dren, three of whom went to Wooster; nine
grandchildren, one of whom, now a veterinar
ian, graduated from the College summa cum
laude-, and five great-grandchildren.
In Aug. 2006 all but three members of the
Raths’ large family attended an anniversary
/reunion celebration at the home of their son,
Bob, in Woodstock Valley, Conn. Charlie’s
letter ended here, but I recalled that he had
received a Distinguished Alumni Award and
wanted to include information about that, too.
I called their home in a retirement
complex in Silver Spring, Md. The award, I
learned, was presented in June 1997, unfor
tunately not a reunion year for ’40s, so few of
us learned about it. Charlie was honored for
his professional achievements, in particular,
his work in the field of hematology. W hen
Charlie returned to civilian life after W W II,
he attended Harvard U and specialized in
hematology. Graduating from Harvard, he
took a position at Georgetown U ’s School of
Medicine. He taught there for 35 years, was
awarded an honorary doctorate, and the
university named the clinical laboratory for
him. Congratulations to Charlie, as well as
Betty, who undoubtedly had a lot to do with
making his career possible. Other ’40ers have
received the Distinguished Alumni Award,
and I hope to mention them in future issues.
W hen I received the fall issue of the Ohio
Retired Teachers Associations publication, I was
sorry to find Virginia Weisenstein Correll’s
name in the “Remembrance” section. Virginia
died in June. A double major in English and
Latin, she married Arthur Correll. The couple
lived in Wooster and remained loyal to the
College and our class, so we generally got to
see them during reunions. I send sincere
sympathy to A rt on behalf of the class.

1940
Florence Dunbar Kerr
2315 N E 65th St., A pt. 315, Seattle, WA 98115
fkerr02 @ webtv. net

It was a pleasure to receive a letter from

Charles Rath with news that I (Florence)
could use in our class notes. “Charlie” left the
College at the end of his junior year and
entered the medical school at Western Reserve
U in Cleveland, Ohio, remaining in our class
and graduating in 1940.
His letter began by telling about the

1941
Mary Wilcox Hughes
3976 Bluestone Rd., C leveland Heights, O H
44121-2451, mwhughes@ mailstation.com

Leonard W. Snyder
422 2nd St. NW, N ew Philadelphia, O H 44663-1853
lswhin@adelphia.net

Fall arrived on campus with the refurbished
Kauke Hall vying with Mother Nature for top

honors! Several report their impressions.
Dorrie Bennett and Bob Haring were
astounded at all of the computers in the build
ing. Marian Smith Jafifay and Alfie Gabriel
Campbell marveled at the rich woodwork and
carpeting, coffee shop and scripted wall of
bricks, elevators, marvelous lighting, and
breathtaking vistas from windows—especially
those in the towers. Improvements beyond
remarkable were completed in record time.
A few classmates replied to our (Len and
Mary’s) questions: “W hat have you been
doing since June ’41?” and “W hat are some
favorite memories from campus?” We decided
to print occasional excerpts and urge the rest
of you to send your answers. We’d like to hear
of your adventures and accomplishments
now—rather than wait for the obituaries!
I (Len) was impressed with Fern
Anderson Diaquila’s story about, as she says,
“living off campus in a faculty home, earning
board and room, and then enjoying the luxury
of dorm life in my senior year in Babcock
Hall. Having meals served was special, without
having to prepare or clean up. I wasn’t thrilled
with the generic gravy, but I enjoyed college
life to the fullest!”
I (Mary) called Fern recently and learned
of her adventures last summer with daughters
and granddaughters. A family tradition is to
visit Fire Island, N.Y., and Bethany Beach,
Del. “You take a rattly prop plane, land in a
farmer’s melon patch, and go crabbing—catch
ing a bushel, in traps baited with one chicken
neck apiece, bought at a nearby Tyson chicken
farm.” Then they go to the remote and wild
Assateague area to feed the wild horses. Fern
just welcomed her 10th grandchild, a boy. She
will fly this October to visit a long-time friend
and colleague from her years at NASA.
Eunice Maclnnes Mitchell planned to
cook up a storm when son Tom visited from
Pittsburgh, Pa., in October. Usually she racks
up a mile doing round trips to the dining
room each day. Otherwise, she provides coffee
for her church circle and dessert for a mutual
birthday group.
Jeanne Simmons Brand celebrated another
birthday by flying to Needham, Mass., to cele
brate her sister’s 60th wedding anniversary.
Alfie Campbell managed to work for the
Democrats, provide a second home for many
foreign students, make all scheduled meetings,
and fly to Colorado to visit daughter Jinni—in
spite of a cast on one ankle.
After an April cruise, Lois Wissman and
Howard Greene spent their summer in
Michigan, then flew to San Diego to the
wedding of son Ted’s only daughter—a large
affair. All the men wore tails, including a
great-grandson (4). Great-granddaughters
were flower girls and bridesmaids. Lois and
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Howard won the prize (the bride’s bouquet)
for being married longest.
Margie Swartz Dean and daughter
Barbara drove to their cottage in Ontario,
Canada, only to find that a “micro-burst” had
sent a huge tree through the roof! Checking
the damage revealed a large ant hill in the
attic. Some screaming and scrambling
occurred—but ultimately, they patched things
up with sheet metal and shingles and enjoyed
their remaining vacation.
Margie McNiece Ellis and son John
entertained Mary Liz Johnsten Ellis and
daughter Maggie with a tour of San Francisco
and dinner at a Malaysian-motif restaurant
with a Vietnamese/French menu. Then they
celebrated the 90th birthday of Edwin Ellis,
presenting him with his father’s cane, carved
from Persian walnut and bearing his initials in
Latin/Arabic. (Many of us remember Dr. Ellis
of Hygeia Hall.) Margie also prepared two
programs for AAUW to help get out the
women’s vote on Nov. 7!
Marilynn Johnston Gruber sends a new
address: 2665 Tallant Road, N-277, Santa
Barbara, CA 93105. A beautiful retirement
community with Spanish-style architecture
and wonderful landscaping, it’s also home to
quite a few Woosterians. Marilynn spent a
week at the Oregon-Ashland Shakespeare
Festival, enjoying five days of theater, experi
enced last in 1999 in London, with the late
Pete Gruber ’42. In October Marilynn took a
train to Ventura to watch the Scottish Games
and join in the Scottish dancing that she’s
done for years. She keeps fit with line dancing.
Edna Easton sent a letter that a friend,
Betty, wrote for her. Edna has macular degen
eration and welcomes mail from friends at 100
Hickory St., West 412, Greenville, N C 27858.
Betty will read the letters to her.
The Alumni Office has informed us that
Mary Ellen Shroyer Cross died in 2000. And
we regret to note that Bob Yeakley died on
Sept. 23, 2006—a few months after his wife.
We also report the death of Frank Grenert.
We send our condolences to his wife, Shirley
Howell Grenert ’44, and children Michael ’72
of Ridgefield, Conn., Stephen of Wooster,
and Keith ’73 and Rebecca Grenert Snoddy
of South Portland, Maine.

1942

6 5 th R e u n io n

Celia Retzler Gates
1446 Bellevue, Wooster, O H 44691
rlgcmg@sssnet.com

It’s time to get out your calendar and put a
big red circle around June 7-10, our 65th
reunion. Doesn’t seem possible!
Ginny Lee Bigelow, our class president,
called a planning committee meeting in
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golf and volunteers at church and a museum.
She enjoys traveling, especially to Italy, cooks
every day, and likes to try new recipes.
Betty keeps in touch with her freshman
roommate, Doris Funk Herke, and with
Marion McCracken Zurm, who lived at
Hoover in her sophomore year. Betty’s sister,
Pauline Smith Shantz ’39, lives near Betty.
Betty Horner started out her letter by
recalling Wooster days, friends, and events
long past. After studying piano with Mrs.
Parmalee, Betty had fun playing the piano at
Babcock and appearing in a recital...She’s
thankful to Jean Hurst Rocha for working so
hard to help her improve her tennis serve.. .It
was great to play a round of golf before Dr.
Chittum’s summer organic chemistry class.
Betty worked for DuPont in the old
Grasselli Chemical Division in Cleveland as
an analytical chemist. She taught freshman
1943
chemistry at Ohio State U and then turned to
Ida Snodgrass Arthurton
biochemistry and cellular physiology, which
1111 Johnsarbor Dr. W., Rochester, N Y 14620-3637
she loved. She studied at the U of Michigan
Years ago, Dan Miles went to work for
and then became a research assistant for the
Los Alamos National Lab as a geologist for
departments of surgery at Denver and Colo
the “hot dry rock project,” an experiment to
rado General Hospitals. Betty finished her
extract energy in the form of heat from a
nearby extinct volcano. Dan says he did every career in Mansfield, Ohio, first as the hospi
tal’s chief medical technologist and then
thing except geology! H e’s been retired for 21
special chemistry head.
years, twice widowed, and is still somewhat
Music has always been Betty’s hobby, along
active. Here’s the line of Dan’s that I (Ida)
with reading, golf, and tennis. She attends
love, because my husband and I often hear
Ohio Light Opera shows and Cleveland
similar things at our senior citizen complex: “I
Orchestra concerts. Betty was president of the
can’t hear and I can’t see and I can’t remember
Mansfield Music Study Club, which secured a
anything, but other than that, I’m in pretty
number of music camperships and scholarships
good shape.” Dan says he “still plays pretty
for Richland County students. As a member
good bridge, lousy golf, and swims some.”
of the UM W at church, Betty’s biggest thrill
“Swims some!” You should see the article
was playing in Hoover Auditorium at Lake
he enclosed! Following are a few quotes: “As a
side, Ohio, at conference time. She has been
part of the U.S. Master Swimmers 5K Postal
homebound for a number of years and would
National Championship,.. .Miles, 85, swam a
enjoy hearing from anyone who cares to remi
5,000 meter course...That’s a 5K. Most
people run that distance, not swim it. That was nisce about Wooster. Her address is 616 Cline
Ave., Unit 115, Mansfield, Ohio 44907-1047.
100 passes in the 50 meter pool.” They timed
After Betty “Liz” McPhee Hodges gradu
Dan at 2:17:42.
ated from Wooster, she went to Western
Daughter Vickie Miles Yuen 70 of Las
Reserve U in Cleveland and earned a master’s
Vegas was there to watch him. In Dan’s letter,
in library service. She was a librarian at Boardhe said the real challenge was not his age, but
man and Princeton Jr. High Schools in
that the elevation of the pool is 7,244 ft.
Youngstown, Ohio, a branch librarian for the
There’s not much oxygen in that atmosphere.
public library, and finally worked as a librarian
“Hence the slow time,” he says. Dan hates to
in the Poland (Ohio) Public Schools for 20
travel but does manage to visit his many
years. Liz was included in the reference book,
descendants once a year.
Who’s Who o f American Women (1974-75 ed.),
This quarter I heard from three Bettys.
the highlight of her years at Poland.
Betty Smith Leech lives alone with her
In 1950 she married Ken Hodgson, an
darling black cat, Flower. She has no children
artist who had an art and framing shop in
but is godmother to her neighbor’s children,
who are like grandchildren to her. Susie is now Youngstown. Upon retirement they moved to
a retirement community in Springhill, Fla. A
a teacher, and Arthur is a lawyer who travels a
daughter, son-in-law, and grandson live out
lot and phones Betty from interesting places
side of Lake City, Fla. They raise horses and
all over the world. Betty is retired, having
all love to ride.
worked as an auditor for 40 years. An artist
Ken and Liz were very active when they
who does watercolor still life, she also plays

October, and we made tentative plans for
Alumni Weekend. Sharon Coursey Rice ’90,
assistant director of alumni relations, helped
us. Those present beside Ginny and myself
(Celia) were Gene and Mary Jane Benson ’43
Beem, Harry Bigelow ’43, and Barbie Sharp.
We’ll have a chance to see the Kauke Hall
renovations. That will bring back old memo
ries. The campus is truly beautiful, and there is
much to see. I hope many of you will come,
visit old friends, and enjoy Wooster at its best.
Did you catch the picture of Betty Shreve
Bircher on page 33 of the summer issue of
Wooster? (Lois is Betty’s first name, which she
never uses!) The picture was taken in the
College bookstore by her grandson, who now
lives in Wooster. Betty is just as peppy as ever!

first moved to Florida. They played golf, were
in a bowling league and on a billiard team,
swam often, and played bridge. They belong to
the American Contract Bridge League and
play with duplicate bridge clubs. Liz still
volunteers for the blood bank. Recently she
had to give up most athletic activities, as she
uses a walker.
W hen Liz’s college roommate, Jeanne
Mayer Uher, used to come to Florida in the
winters, they’d get together for lunch, cards,
and a visit. Jeanne died over a year ago, and
Liz really misses her. Liz’s sister, Marjorie
McPhee Martin ’46, and Liz love to discuss
the good times they had at Wooster.

1944
Anne Melone Deidrick
342 Wyclijfe Dr., Houston, T X 77079-7131
doft@sbcglobal. net

Russell Haley
653 Medford Leas, Medford, N J 08055
elderguy44@yahoo.com

I (Russ) had a huge submission from John
Bender, that is if you subscribe to the idea that
“a picture is worth a thousand words.” He sent
along a picture of himself labeled, “studious
demeanor on a Wooster classmate.”John looks
studious, all right, and extremely healthy.
Apparently he’s mastered his new computer.
No other news of John, though.
Don Coates, on the other hand, sent along
abundant text. You’ll remember that he spends
his winters in Florida. Not one hurricane there
this year so far, he says, not even a tropical
storm. Don upholds his reputation as one of
our principal travelers. He took a September
cruise to Canada and New England, including
excursions in Canada, Nova Scotia, Maine,
and Massachusetts. How does Don stay so
active at “our age”? He exercises regularly, plays
ping-pong and bridge (shuffling is good finger
exercise), and attends plays and symphonies.
Bob Johnson reports that he’s feeling well.
He recently attended his 55 th medical school
reunion in Cleveland. Threatened with a
freeze in his area, Bob quickly picked every
thing in his garden and was enjoying the last
of his fresh produce. He opines that there
probably aren’t many 84-year-old men who
live alone and eat as well as he does. (Ed.
query: W hat’s the matter with hamburgers
and ice cream?)
Bob has always put in the hours necessary
to have a good garden. Not many men in our
age bracket are willing to pay that kind of
price. So, bon appetit, Bob!
Margaret Gibbons Lake is also in the “let
the pictures tell the story” school. She reports
that her first great-grandchild was born on
Sept. 28, 2006. Congratulations are in order.

A1 Spreng, one of our reliable contributors,
tells us a short tale that he says “may be of
interest to maybe 0.5 percent of our readers.”
In the process of moving some books in his
library, he came across a book of essays, The
College Miscellany. He remembered using it in
a Wooster classes. It includes notable essays by
people such as Woodrow Wilson, Pearl Buck,
Charles Eliot, Walter Lippmann, and even
Ralph Waldo Emerson’s “Self Reliance.” A1
reports that he enjoyed re-reading them.
I (Russ) think that’s pretty good evidence
of the high quality of the education we all
received at Wooster. To think that A1 has held
onto that book for some 65 years! Really got
his money’s worth. And I have that very same
book on my bookshelves! I’ve been tempted to
discard it many times. But after glancing at the
contents, I thought it looked too good to
deserve that fate. On Al’s recommendation
I’ve moved it to the top of my “reread” list.
A1 remembers walking down the hall in
Scovel after a final exam and watching a
student (who will remain nameless) pitch his
math (trigonometry) text right out an open
window. A1 concludes, “Some texts are just
more endearing than others.”
Male Call this issue went to Bob Kendall
in Notre Dame, Ind. Bob was watching a
Notre Dame football game when I reached
him. We had a long, enjoyable conversation
filled with reminiscences about Wooster days
and our experiences during WWII. Bob doesn’t
travel much anymore. His last trip was to his
Air Group Reunion in Kansas (in Harry
Truman's hometown). He sounds like he’s
doing well but still feeling keenly the loss of his
wife, Dottie Rumbold Kendall. He’s close to
his kids and jokingly calls them “domineering.”
I take that to mean that they won’t let him
do everything he’d like to—most of which is
probably better avoided anyway. One of Bob’s
favorite memories is having a great summerlong tennis series with Andy Lowry. They first
played at Andy’s place in Fort Wayne, Ind.,
and then at Bob’s in Rushville, Ind. I didn’t ask
who won most matches, but my bet is on Bob.
After the war Bob was accepted at Colum
bia U ’s journalism school. But his father had
bought three newspapers and needed his son
to help manage them. So Bob returned to
Indiana. And, as you may well remember, he
became one of the best-known journalists in
the state. He took down my address and
promised to write. I’ll let you know when I
hear from him—you’re on the record, Bob!
Those of us who fondly recall Bill Lytle
and all he did for Wooster should know that
Bill’s wife, Faith, died several months ago. She
and Bill met the week she graduated from
Tusculum College. She then attended
Princeton Theological Seminary, where Bill

R e m e m b e r i n g t he

Gum Shoe Hop
by Ford

Ross ’32

GUM SHOE HOP, 1 9 5 3

Diane Lawrence '54, Ron Price,
Bill Mithoefer, '53s, Bill Caskey '54,
D.D. Mellon, Tim Bercovitz, '53s

l to r

Each year, from 1915-31, on Washing
ton’s birthday, Feb. 22, an event was held at
the old gym. The program consisted of
skits and gymnastic stunts, similar to a
vaudeville show. Everyone wore shoes with
rubber soles to protect the gym floor, hence
the name, Gum Shoe Hop.
In 1932 the Student Senate took charge
and decided to try something different—a
musical comedy. The show used a pit
orchestra augmented with community
talent, but otherwise it was conceived, writ
ten, produced, directed, and performed by
Wooster students. The plot of Where Men
Are Men dealt with the adventures of a
group of female College students and
cowboys at a dude ranch.
The production director was Theresa
MacMillan ’32, and the musical director
was Ford Ross ’32. Many other students
participated on stage or behind the scenes.
On Feb. 26 the production played to a
packed Opera House in the old City Hall
building on E. Liberty Street downtown.
The show was pronounced a success by
critics and audience alike— and was gready
enjoyed by the student participants, too.

ED. NOTE: Subsequent Gum Shoe Hops
(such as the one pictured above)featured
dramatic productions or even dancing, once
College administrators approved that pursuit
on campus.
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was in his second year. They married in 1947
and began a life of service as missionaries in
New Mexico and Arkansas.
At one point, Bill was on the U of the
Ozarks faculty, along with his rural mission
work. For the past 32 years, Faith and Bill
lived in San Antonio, where he was pastor
of the Madison Square Presbyterian Church
(1973-91). Faith founded Flabitat for
Humanity in San Antonio, which has become
one of the top 10 affiliates in the country, build
ing 430 homes. Her dedication and love for the
families in need showed in all that she did. Our
sympathy goes to Bill and their children.
We had a litde Wooster news here, for a
change. I (Russ) was having dinner the other
evening with one of my friends, a graduate of
Worcester Tech. O f course, he pronounces the
name of his school the same way we say,
“Wooster.” I was needling him and claimed
that, to be accurate, he should say he attended
college at “W OR-chester.” He retorted by
saying that we should pronounce the name of
our school to rhyme with “rooster.” Also sitting
at our table was Sue Kane Thorp ’53. So I felt
safe in challenging my friend with, “I’ll bet you
can’t even sing your alma mater!” He conceded
that he couldn’t. I gave Sue the high sign, and
we burst into “In College Days,” singing the
entire first verse. Other residents applauded our
efforts but asked me N O T to sing again.
Guess we won that one.
Hope you, too, are winning the battles that
we all face with advancing age. Warm wishes.

1945
Jeanne “Swanee”Swan Garnett
5310 Loruth Terr., Madison , W153711-2630
garnettjeanne@yahoo.com

Summer went too fast as far as I (Swanee)
am concerned, and fall came quickly in
Madison, Wis., my hometown. We had three
days with temperatures in the 20s in midOctober, so the flowers are gone. It’s always
sad to see black frost in the garden.
I had a note from Margaret Shreve
Reiman in late August mentioning the
numerous storms and outages at Wooster
this summer. Fortunately most of her
downed trees were in the wooded area past
her back yard, with huge fallen limbs and
other debris. Margaret enclosed an article
from the Wooster paper about the Ohio
Light Opera. She had seen two excellent
performances of Pride and Prejudice. The
article stated that hundreds of out-of-state
visitors arrived for the O LO s 28th season.
Among them were John and Lois Hayenga
Lawson from Madison, N.J. They ve come
to these performances since 1982 and feel
it’s well worth the trip. Margaret says she
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saw Lois in the crowd before a show but
couldn’t locate her afterward.
A chat with Miriam Kneely Keller’s
husband brought me up to date. Mim is now
at the Brentwood Health Care Center, 907
West Aurora Rd., Sagamore Hills, O H 44067.
Her husband can be reached at nearby 918
Hampton Ct. in Sagamore Hills. Mim had a
fall last May and broke her shoulder. She spent
three weeks in the hospital and rehab. I hope
she’s doing well by now.
A1 and Beverly Kean attended Homecoming at Wooster. A1 reports that Wooster
won the game with a spectacular last-second
touchdown! And he says that Kauke looks
“splendid”—a great classroom building with
various changes on the inside. A1 says the new
elm trees are in, and the campus is beginning
to look like it did when we were in school.
Perhaps our great-grandchildren will have the
shade of the beautiful elms as we did!
A1 included a brochure about Kauke, and
I’m really impressed. The popularity of the
Old Main Cafe reminds me of the “Union” in
the Observatory building of 60 years ago.
Students today probably have never heard of
it—what a unique place. On campus A1 ran
into A1 Van Wie ’52, former basketball coach
and athletic director, and Pat Miller Quinby
’49, the sister of Virginia Miller Reed.
A1 Kean reports the death of George Bell’s
wife in July. George is nearly blind with macu
lar degeneration and lives in assisted living in
Columbus, Ohio. We send our sympathy to
George in his great loss.
A1 teaches classes on religious subjects for
various churches. Right now he’s doing a Bible
class on Paul and Jesus. This summer guests
from England came for a 10-day visit. A1 and
Bev’s daughter had a pen pal when she was at
Wooster, and this pen pal’s sister and her
husband came to see them. They all made a
trip to Wooster, to show off the campus, and
they went to the Cat’s Meow Village and
“Mewseum,” east of town.
The couple now lives in Spain, and the
woman, a watercolor artist, has painted many
Spanish scenes. A1 and Bev have remained
close to this pen pal and her family over the
years, with numerous visits back and forth.
W hen I read of the floods around
Binghamton, N.Y., early last summer, I thought
of Jim and Jean Ann Pierce Gow, who live
nearby. Their home is high above the river
so they were not affected, but Jean Ann was
amazed at the devastation left behind in the
river valley. In April the Gows went on a
tour down the Danube to the Balkan countries.
They were looking forward to the trip, for they’d
never traveled there. They landed in Bucharest,
Romania, and were to go to the Black Sea.
On the second day of the trip, though, Jean

Ann missed a step and fell on her head. She
spent 10 days in the hospital in Sophia,
Bulgaria. Jean Ann says that you had to bring
your own food to the hospital and were
supposed to have a member of your family stay
with you at night. She says she persuaded Jim
not to stay, for she felt fine. There were only
two chairs in the room, neither conducive to
sleep. She says the only good thing was that
she lost six pounds! After returning home,
Jean Ann saw a neurosurgeon to be sure every
thing was all right. She has recovered nicely
and was able to go to Cape Cod in August.
Janet Gill Cooper says that her husband,
Stewart, has been in a nursing home since
last February. She visits him every day.
Stew’s mind is fine, and he enjoys watching
TV. Janet has joined a quilting group, where
she makes both bed quilts and wall hangings
by hand and machine. Jan and Stew have
four children, with two nearby in Kingsville,
Tex., and have three great-grandchildren.
John Renner has had an interesting life.
He was a diplomat with the U.S. State
Department for 27 years, 17 of them in
Europe. His three children were born overseas.
John’s diplomatic years were followed by 10
years as a business executive. Now he’s taken
up portrait painting, mosdy in oils, with his
family as subjects. W hen I spoke to him, I said
I didn’t know he painted, and he said he didn’t
know he could, either, until he tried it. He
finds it enjoyable and fulfilling.
John and his wife have three grandchildren.
John doesn’t have many connections with
Wooster but says he and his wife keep in
touch with Bill and Hope Ringland Benson.
The four have traveled together. John says he
feels great, keeps busy, and isn’t old!
Sadly, I report the death of Sam Ronsheim
on Aug. 13, 2006, in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. Sam
was hospitalized for two weeks at Vassar Bro
thers Medical Center before he died. He joins
his dear Marian “Febe” Riebe Ronsheim,
who died last April. They had a wonderful 60
years together and are survived by five children
and their families.
Sam had a great wit and a marvelous sense
of humor, which had a way of surprising you.
He was dearly loved and admired by his
students at the high school in Rochester, N.Y.,
where he taught biology and chemistry. We’ll
miss him and Febe at our reunions, which they
faithfully attended for many years. As with
Febe, memorial contributions to Sam may be
made to the Ronsheim Fund at the College.
We send our deep sympathy to their family.
Gordon and I had an exciting end to our
summer. On Sept. 9 we were returning from a
dahlia show in Halifax, Nova Scotia, and were
10 minutes from our summer home in Machias,
Maine. I was driving, and on a curve I caught

<< NEFF FAMILY

Jennifer W ick '82, her brother,
John R. W ick '70, Ruth Neff Daniels
’48, and Betty Bristol W ick ’44
(mother of Jennifer and John) in
Glacier National Park
l to r

< THE WEDDING OF KATHERINE
MASON COWLES '9 3 AND GREGG
R. STEVENS, AUG. 19, 2 0 0 6

my wheel in the sand off of the pavement. We
fishtailed, turned 180 degrees, and rolled over
and over down into a ditch. We knocked a
couple of small trees, and the car landed upside
down with windows broken and us hanging in
our seat belts! We ended up with a few bruises
and no broken bones. How lucky we are.
A passer-by rescued us about 10 minutes
later by releasing the seat belts, and we crawled
over the ceiling and out the rear side window.
It’s the first accident we’ve ever had in all of
our years of driving, both here and abroad. We
had planned to leave the following Tuesday to
return to Madison for the U of Wisconsin
football games. Since the car was totaled, we
flew back. We bought a new car and a month
later returned to Maine to dig the dahlias and
get the computers and other boxes of things.
You’ll note that I’ve added an e-mail
address. I’m not really into computers but
thought this would make it easier for you to
send me news. Do so!

1 9 46
Sally Wade Olson
4209 Hoffman Dr., Woodbridge, VA 22193
oleysally@aol. com

I (Sally) sent letters by snail mail or e-mail
to almost every member of our class, and I’m
happy to say some of you have responded.
Good luck to Ross and Lois Smith, who will
move to a retirement community, Shell Point,
in Fort Myers, Fla., some time in February.
Martha Purdy Behrens had visits from all
three of her daughters to help celebrate her
birthday in August. They arrived in Ohio from
New York, Texas, and Florida.
Henry and Erika Trapp hoped to go to
Florida this past summer to visit with their
daughter and her family. They have a son in
California.
Doris Beyer Neff wrote from Phoenix,
where she volunteers at the botanical gardens,
having been a docent there for 15 years. She

and Gene N eff’45 have a son in North
Olmsted, Ohio, and a daughter in Cove
Creek, Ariz., plus five grandchildren.
Is anyone into “bluebirding?”Jane Trent
Perna has a bluebird trail in Chesterfield, Mo.
She collects nesting and fledgling information
for the Cornell Birdhouse Network. This year
she counted 99 baby birds. Jane keeps in touch
with Lucy Hunter Coonan.
Capt. Robert Anderson wrote from Chula
Vista, Calif., telling of a full life as a U.S. Navy
chaplain, retiring in 1976. He then spent 20
years as a volunteer for the paleontology
department in San Diego.
Watch for Pat Bryant Hill’s forthcoming
book, Curefo r Insomnia. Pat lives in Elizabeth
town, Ky., near her son and his family, and has
been busy attending her grandchildren’s high
school graduations and a wedding.
Maijorie McPhee Martin has lived in
Indianapolis for over 40 years and retired from
the media center of Warren Central High
School. She lives with her daughter and has a
son, who is a professor at John Carroll U in
Cleveland. Marjorie frequendy visits her sister,
Elizabeth McPhee Hodgson ’43, in Florida.
The Rev. David Redding sent a newspaper
article telling of his retirement in 2004 as
pastor of the Liberty Presbyterian Church in
Delaware, Ohio, after 29 years (and 25 books).
He currendy is building a silversmith shop,
under his son’s direction.
Sarah Quintard Abbott wrote from
Sarasota, Fla., where she enjoys greeting
Wooster snowbirds. Sarah belongs to a roundrobin letter group of nine classmates.
Catherine Haun Meade lives in Ann
Arbor, Mich. Several years ago she and her
husband enjoyed a visit with Ruth Rowe and
Virgilius Ferm in New Hampshire.
Dorothy Taylor Tonges reports a rapid
recovery from her tumble on the step in front
of Lowry as she left our reunion last June.
A few stitches took care of all but the
embarrassment. Dorothy recalls her friend,

Maijorie Steltzer Wyand, who died in 2004.
They attended our 55th reunion together.
As you may have noted, there’s a threemonth gap between when I send your news in
to the College and when the next issue of
Wooster comes out. But please send your news
anyway, and it will appear in due time!

1947

6 0 th R e u n io n

Cornelia “Cornie”Lybarger Neuswanger
32148 H w y. 34, Wray, CO 80758
cornelial @mailstation.com

Edith Bender Seaton
102 Greenbrier Dr., Hinton, W V25951
ronedseaton @city net. net

I (Cornelia) lost the autumn to a bout with
pneumonia, from which I’m now recuperating.
Dede and I will be back on track for spring.

1948
Betsy Cowles Sprenkle
310 Gardengate Ln., Lompoc, CA 93436
sprenkle@bestl.net

M el Snyder McDonald
30507 Rue de la Pierre
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275
melmacrpv@cox.net

Birdie Lawrence Frey was delighted when
her granddaughter, Stacie Ford ’10, entered the
College this fall. W hen Birdie learned about
the Legacy Breakfast, she decided to attend
and corralled her sister, Jean Lawrence Bryant
’52, to join her. Birdie was delighted and
surprised to see Jay Burden ’78 there with his
daughter, Corrine ’10. Jay is the son of Geri
Rice Burden and husband Bill ’49.
I (Mel) recendy had a delightful luncheon
date with Victoria Weiss Kohn ’78, the daugh
ter of Evelyn Spear Weiss. Victoria, who lives
in nearby Manhattan Beach, Calif., and I
connected a few years ago, prior to Evie’s
death in 2002. We decided to reestablish the
friendship. Victoria remembered Jay Burden.
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C la s s N o te s
THE WEDDING OF STEVE BAUGHMAN ’01 &
CAREY SPEROS ’ 0 3 , DEC. 3 0 , 2 0 0 5

Michael Knoop '03, Chris Gulgas,
Tim Hagen, '01s, Andrew Weaver ’02; f if t h row
Katy McKee '03, Jim Bates '68, Jeff Binder, Julie
Gruber, '03s; f o u r t h row Matt Doerfler, Amy
Gerber Doerfler '03, Susanne Gertz Bates '68,
Kristen Chapin '02; t h ir d row Meris Mandernach,
Doug Huston, '01s; s e c o n d row Chris Brubaker
'01, Michael Duvall '03, Susan Camlin Huston
'01, Hannalori Bates ’03, Jen Grim Himes '97,
Kevin Himes '00, Emily Martin '03; f r o n t row
Bride, groom, Katie Huber '01, Nick Welty '03,
Anne Baughman '05, Tom Spears '04

L TO R, SIXTH ROW

We commented on the value of small
colleges—particularly our college—where
friendships can bridge decades and last forever.
Kay Deen Porter wrote about “summer on
the boat,” bringing back memories. Years ago
my (Mel’s) family was treated to a lovely
outing in Victoria, B.C., with the Porters on
their boat. Kay gives us an update on her chil
dren. David lives in Newfoundland and was to
visit in November with his son, Angus (8);
Susan is in Victoria, and her daughter,
Shannon, is a third-year student at the
University of Victoria; and son John is a ship
pilot. He helps conduct foreign vessels of 350
tons or more into Canadian harbors, oversee
ing the docking, anchoring, and moving of
ships in the harbor. Quite a job!
Evelyn Fischer Hewitt and Bill ’49 went
on their 50th Elderhostel, taking their twin
granddaughters (11). Evie recommends this as
a great way to get to know your grandkids.
Evie and Bill also spent a week in Canada and
a week in Denver.
Esther Stottle Harris had 10 wonderful
days in northern Ireland and London. She
enjoyed the hospitality of her daughter-inlaw’s relatives in London. Esther fives in
Spencerport, N.Y., and is happy to have two
of her three children close by.
Ruth Neff Daniels writes of a family
reunion in August, held in Whitefish, Mont,
(see photo, p. 37). “There were at least 50 of
us,” she says, “all related to Clarence Neff,
Class of 1907, Lois Neff Bristol ’12, Arthur
N eff’13 (my father), and Samuel N eff’13.”
We extend our sympathy to Shirley
Boettner Rice, whose sister and brother died
within days of each other.
Donajean Swartz Durkin broke a bone in
her foot just before leaving Florida last April.
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It was slow to heal, but she’s now busy with
her many activities and family. She’s still
winning honors for her poetry and again
worked hard for the Music Festival.
Marian Loehlin Davies and her husband
enjoyed a driving trip through Oregon and
Washington, visiting their son in Seattle and a
friend from her days of living in India. After
visiting several retired friends, Marian
concluded that they’d made a good decision in
moving to American Baptist Homes of the
West. They also flew to Virginia for a family
visit and to Missouri to visit their daughter.
I (Betsy) am hearing tidbits about the two
Jims (Jim Weygandt and Jim Holroyd). They
have put together a great DVD for our view
ing pleasure in ’08. More about this later.
Many of you probably have postcards
sitting on your desks from Mel and Betsy. It’s
never too late to send those in. Your classmates
would like to hear from you.

1949
Evelynn Cheadle Thomas
169 B ayview Circle, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
eethomas@mailbug.com

EdTowne writes, “In retirement (since
1993) Marian and I continue to be active in
our concerns. She participates in efforts to
stem gun violence, Church Women United,
presbytery work, a creative writers’ group, writ
ing her memoirs, and filling orders for the
seven books she’s written. I’m active in anti
capital punishment efforts and efforts to bring
peace and justice to the Middle East, and I
volunteer at an HIV/AIDS care coordination
site, the Damien Center. I’m on the presby
tery nominating committee and moderator of
its permanent judicial commission. In August

we spent a great week at Chautauqua Insti
tution in New York at the Presbyterian
House, where we made several new friends.
“Members of the Wooster family might
like to know that I was privileged to prepare
the entry for Vergilius Ferm (1896-1974), our
philosophy professor, for the Dictionary o f
Modern American Philosophers, vol. 2, edited by
John Shook (Bristol, U.K.: Thommes
Continuum, 2005).”

1950
Janice “J ay”Wilson George
19476 N. Coyote Lakes Pkwy., Surprise, A Z 85374

We need to correct some information. In
the last issue, the obituary for Audrey Black
Frush indicated that her first husband, Leon
“Ed” Frush, had died. In fact the couple
divorced in 1975; Ed is very much alive! Our
apologies.
A note this week alerted me (Jay) to the
fact that it was time to put the sudoku aside
and get to this communique! (Any classmates
as addicted to sudoku as I am?)
My correspondence was getting down to
mosdy ’05 holiday greetings, so I made some
phone updates. Notably, I talked with Dick
and Ruth Richards Weirich, who told me of
their 50th anniversary celebration in Aug.
2005. They got married in the same 150-yearold home where they now live (after a 31-year
interval in Connecticut). The house had been
in Ruth’s family for four generations! Ruth and
Dick have health concerns, but as Dick asks,
“Don’t we all at this age?” They manage to
spend time at their family cottage in Maryland
each summer and have added two more dogs
to their family. “Some nights it’s a cozy fivesome in bed!” Ruth says.

I had lunch with Mary Lou Louch
Sahlstrom in August while visiting family and
friends in Minnesota. I called this fall to see
how her hip replacement had gone. She was
done with the hospital and rehab and able to
be home alone by early October. Mary Lou is
going to therapy, improving daily, and really
appreciating her helpful friends and neighbors.
She gave up her pontoon boat and dock this
fall but still enjoys her view of the lake as it
changes with the seasons.
While many of us have “aged in place,”
weather preferences and health needs bring
frequent news of classmates’ moves. It is hard to
believe that I have been in Arizona for nine
years already. Charles Poling and his wife, Ann,
are enjoying their third year of high-rise living
at the Plaza in Portland, Ore. They like the big
city, and Ann is reconnecting with childhood
friends and helping to plan her 50th reunion at
Willamette U. Charles keeps his pastoral skills
honed by serving at their health care center.
Bill and Marian Stewart Johnston have
also resided at Riderwood in Silver Springs,
Md., for about nine years. A big plus is that
three of their four children live close by. They
had a great trip to Australia in Oct. 2005 and
doubtless have been busy this year with
Habitat for Humanity, a long-time involve
ment to which their community is committed.
They help make kitchen and bathroom cabi
nets for new area Habitat homes.
Fran and Joan Brumbaugh Smith have
been in their retirement community, Sunnyside, in Virginia, for several years. This is their
second abode since moving back from Ger
many in the late 1980s. They traveled widely
in 2005, with a trip to Colorado beginning the
year, a spring river cruise in Eastern Europe
with visits to friends in Germany, a family
gathering in Hawaii in June, a Florida trip
mostly untouched by hurricane season, and a
Caribbean cruise for Christmas!
Last year was a different story. A foot
problem for Jo kept the Smiths close to home,
except for a summer visit to see grandsons in
Texas. Jo keeps busy in her church library and
with several bridge groups (sounds like me).
She and Fran were looking forward to a huge
family reunion in Virginia at Christmas.
A clipping from a Wooster paper tells of
happenings at the Wooster Inn. This is the
second year for it to be “the place to be on
Friday nights” in the summer, with a large tent
pitched on the adjacent golf course. Jazz, blues,
or country music plays, and town, gown, and
country folk gather to socialize and partake. It
sounds like a wonderful community builder
that we didn’t envision when, as my father’s
liaison, I sat in on one of the Inn’s planning
meetings with the architect, builder, and
College representatives .

I’m sad to pass on the report from the
College of the death of Richard Rumpf in

2000.

A Sc hol ar
R e m e m b e r e d|
by

Charles R. Van Wie ’54

1951
M ax Selby
30200 Crest-view Dr., Bay Village, O H 44140
maxselby@gmail.com

Janet Evans Smith
121 Cherry St., Perrysburg, O H 43551
janet@ evans-sm ith.us

Our condolences go to Doris Diamond
Wolin. Her husband, Frank Norris, died on
Sept. 4. He was an aerospace engineer and
retired Consolidated Edison executive.
Bill Hendrickson is doing an hour radio
show on W COM -FM , 103.5, in Carrboro/
Chapel Hill, N.C. He does long-distance
interviews, so if you’re involved in an activity
or interest that would make a lively interview,
give him a call. He has spoken with authors,
police officers, a Muslim activist, and others.
Pick the show up at communityradio.coop, or
e-mail Bill at whendricksonl@nc.rr.com.
W hat’s next, Bill? Fox news?
Bill Aber had a medical adventure, or
misadventure, in September. Sally Sterett Aber
’52 wrote that Bill was diagnosed with an
inflamed appendix (after a long and frustrating
wait in the emergency room). Before he could
be transferred to another hospital for surgery,
it ruptured. This extended his hospital stay by
a week. At last report Bill was doing well
under Sally’s watchful eye.
Walt Grosjean writes that he’s been retired
for six years. He’s spent the time with his wife,
Pearl, traveling around the world as much as
possible during, he says, “our ‘go-go’ retirement
years before the inevitable ‘no-go years.’”
Another world traveler checks in about her
September trip to China, Tibet, and Hong
Kong. Tert Watson Revnyak and husband
Lou were on the Yangtze just three days before
the dam gates were opened, beginning the
initial 40-foot rise in water. The land, she said,
had been cleared or abandoned, and the cities
rebuilt to absorb the areas that were lost. The
poor and the farmers were the most affected.
Tert said the three-week trip was good, but it
was nice to get back to the U.S.A.
Our retired secretary, Mas Kuniyoshi, is
not just sitting around, either. He’s been busy
helping his brother (81) close his jewelry store.
But it’s not all work. Mas bought a new set of
golf clubs but hasn’t had the time to try them
out. He reports that he felt the earthquake
tremors that hit the big island on Oct. 15 but
suffered no damage.
I (Janet) have had a delightful time going
down the list of classmates names. At some
point you may get an e-mail, telephone call, or

An obituary missed, a great teacher
remembered. The New York Times headline
stated that the Rev. Dr. Samuel Lucien
Terrien, 91, was an “authority on the Book
of Job and Others.” He was an authority, as
the Old Testament editor of the first Inter
preters Bible, a project that enlisted the best
minds in biblical theology; as a professor at
Union Theological Seminary in New York
for 35 years; and as an instructor at The
College of Wooster (1936-41). He earned a
doctorate in theology at Union and in 1943
was ordained as a Presbyterian minister. Dr.
Terrien was secretary of the faculty at
Union and a mainstay among well-known
Union scholars such as Paul Tillich and
Reinhold Niebuhr.
Dr. Terrien became ill in December of
2001, days after editing the proofs of his
last book, The Psalms (William B. Eerdmans, 2003). He passed on Feb. 3, 2002,
near his home in W. Newton, Mass. His
research focused on the theology of wisdom
literature, the term used for Jewish philo
sophical writing of the pre-Christian era.
One of his contributions was to show the
influence of this literature on the biblical
books of the prophets.
Those who studied with him thought
Dr. Terrien a great, dynamic teacher who
had a real concern for his students. I
believe that his Wooster years contributed
to his scholarship and creativity. At Wooster
he taught his native French, worked on
his adopted language, English, and through
vast reading and study, enriched his
own work.
Born in the Loire Valley of France and
educated at the Sorbonne, among other
such institutions, Dr. Terrien still held a
sacred affection for The College of
Wooster. To God be the glory.
both. Hope to catch you at home!
Lynn Roadarmel Kowalske sent an e-mail
in September with lots of news. She did some
traveling in 2006. Over Mother’s Day she
visited her daughter, her partner, and Lynn’s
grandsons in Dallas. In June she spent several
days with Jim and Maryjane Anderson
Wallace on their sheep farm in Shreve, taking
time to attend our 55th reunion. In August
Jane and Lynn went to their 60th high school
reunion in Black Mountain, N.C. Joining
seven other classmates of the Woodstock
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►THE WEDDING OF
CHRISTOPHER MATSOS ’00 &
VICTORIA PATTEN, JUNE 11, 2 0 0 6

Lee Matsos '06, Timothy
Ziegler '00, bride, groom,
Jay MacGregor,
Ahren Stock, '00s

l to r

►►THE WEDDING OF
RACHEL HANNAN ’03 & JOHN
KOEHLER III ’02, JUNE 10, 2 006
l t o r Jenny Tolson '01, John
Koehler II '69, groom, bride,
Lauren Smith, Andi Engel, ’03s

School in India.

Pris Miller Hart writes that she was glad
to see so many ’51s at our reunion in June,
including her freshman roommate in Hoover
Cottage, Lois Kline Wright. Pris is busy at
their Homewood Retirement Community in
Frederick, Md., as president of the residents
association. A number of committees meet
monthly, and she must attend them all, ex offi
cio. Pris says their travel is limited, but she and
Lane enjoyed an Elderhostel of birding in
West Virginia and a few days at the YMCA
camp in Estes Park with their Illinois family.
It was a pleasure to hear from Mary Alice
Mumma. Since retiring 17 years ago from the
state American Heart Association, Mary Alice
has enjoyed lifelong interests on a full-time
basis—lots of volunteering and bridge. She’s
received several awards, including the Sustainer’s Community Service award from the
Junior League of Harrisburg and the Volunteer-of-the-Year Award from the Pennsylvania
State Art Museum for work in the Fine Arts
Section. This past fall she was back to board
activities with the Mechanicsburg Area Foun
dation and the 171-year-old Union Church.
We (Max and Janet) have e-mail addresses
for 89 classmates. If you have an e-mail address
and haven’t heard from us, it’s because we don’t
have it in our files. E-mail us and we’ll add you
to the list, so we can get “fresh” class news.

active duty and in the Reserves, my wife,
Dorothy, and I are ‘retired-retired’ in Dayton,
Ohio.” The baton of Delbert Lean, who read
Dickens’ Christmas Carol over 500 times
during a half century, passed to Bill, who has
dramatized the story for 45 years to well over
300 audiences. And he just published a book,
A Passionfo r the Living Christ, the Gospel o f
John, Play Scripted with Exposition (Trafford
Publishing). Find Bill atjenni@erinet.com.
Dave Allison has worked as a raft guide on
the Nantahala River for 16 years. (They think
he’s 65!) Dave and Jane Malcolm Allison
recendy spent 10 days in Idaho, visiting friends
and attending an Elderhostel, rafting on the
Salmon and Snake Rivers. Jane writes, “We
were lucky with the weather and the quality of
the geologist who was our ‘educator.’ Dave
enjoyed the rafts, and I enjoyed the geology.
Surviving five nights in a tent on the riverbank
was more challenging for me than the rafting.
“There were nearby wildfires. We rafted by
one grass fire and watched helicopters scoop
water out of the river beside us and drop it on
the fire on the slope above.”
Remember to mark your calendars for June
7-10 for our 55th class reunion. Since we’re all
still young at heart, it’s hard to believe it has
been 55 years since we graduated.

1953
Dott Orr

1952

5 5 th R e u n io n

Nancy Campbell Brown

13460 M arlette Dr., L a M irada, CA 90638-2813
DorrScot@ verizon.net

1220 Portage Rd., Wooster, O H 44691-2042

Nona S. Taylor

Warren M. Swagerjr.

110 Echo Way, Statesboro, GA 30458
nstaylor@frontiernet.net

P.O. Box 555, Sheridan, M T 59749-0555
wcswager@ 3rivers.net

Bill S. Yanney says he’s never appeared in
Class Notes: “A t our mutual ages, perhaps it’s
time. After 50 years of Presbyterian ministry,
including 35 years as an Army chaplain on
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If you think time is going fast—it is! Ron
Price asks that we reserve June 5-8, 2008, for
our 55th reunion. Ron said, “Let’s have some
fun doing the planning!” Committee members

Tom Angerman, Mike Beekel, Dick Duke,

Ron Bomhuetter, Frank Hays, Art Hook,
VivTuttle Hughes, Dick Martin, Don Orr,
John Smith, Mina Ramage Van Cleef, and I
(Nona), plus chairman Ron, will plan as much
fun as we new Old Guards can take.
Junior Toth and Mac ’49 McGhee
stopped in Statesboro in August. Over pecan
pancakes at the IHOP, they told me of their
travels in South Carolina, Virginia, and Ohio.
They stopped in Wooster to inspect Bornhuetter Hall, the Shack, and Amish country.
In Lisbon they visited Pat McClelland and
Dave ’55 Privette. After camping for two
nights in Georgia with daughter Kim and her
son, Brendan (8), they tried tubing on the
Chattahoochee River. In May they spent two
weeks rafting down the Colorado River before
settling into a timeshare in Sedona, Ariz., for
an Elderhostel featuring the Grand Canyon.
By August Mac was predicting that it would
take a week to unpack the car. The McGhees
are mostly enjoying Boynton Beach these days.
Mary Elliott Archibald wrote with news
of Bob Archibald’s successful cancer surgery
in March. An all’s-well trip to Florida
followed in April. In May, inspired by Alan
Taylor’s book, William Coopers Town, Mary
and Bob traveled to the town itself. There they
discovered the Fenimore Art Museum, which
features Cooper family artifacts, another
museum that contains Indian folk art, and a
village depicting life in the area during the
Civil War. Mary and Bob also visited Carolyn
Ruby Murray and Bill in their century-old
Cooperstown home.
The Archibalds proudly celebrated grand
daughter Roxanne’s high school graduation in
Boston in June. Daughter Anne ’83 and her
small son, Ben, came from Maine. Home again
in Aurora, Mary confesses, “Traveling is tiring!”
One minute in August my mailman was
delivering a CD from Helen “Mossy”
Friend—the Lorain County Community

50 th REUNION PLANNING
Anne Mayer, Ken Plusquellec,
Ruth Smyth Klein, Louise Byers
Plusquellec, Les Hauschild, Kay
Demmon Cilimburg, '57s, Moses
Jones-Lewis (development)
Members of the 50th anniversary
committee of the Class of '57
toured Kauke Hall in September
while on campus to plan their
reunion.
l to r

College Chorale’s March concert, “Mostly
Mozart.” The next minute, my (Nona’s) house
was filled with glorious music, gloriously
presented. Jim Turrittin’s wife, Lucy, also sings
in the chorale. Hearing parts of the Requiem
reminded me of learning it for my first
Women’s Chorus concert, of loving it still.
Hurricane Katrina washed John Williams’s
Pass Christian, Miss., home and all of its
contents into the ocean in 2005. John had
evacuated two days earlier, taking along only
his violins, a favorite picture, and a change of
clothing. “A way of life is gone—that’s the
hardest part,” John told me (Nona), then
added, “but I’m doing OK.” John’s right hand
trembles from Parkinson’s, which was diag
nosed earlier but intensified from stress follow
ing the hurricane. He no longer plays the
violin but is involved in music in other ways.
John’s brother, Jim Williams, is helping John
recover some family memorabilia. If someone
has an extra Index for 1953, John would treas
ure it. His new address is 12509 Canal Rd. #2,
Gulfport, MS 39503.
Having a P.O. box did not work out well
for Fowler and Ginny Marker Hall. They
request that mail be sent to 17807 Campbell’s
Flat Rd., Sonora, CA 95370. “Come and see
us!” Ginny adds.
Another new address is that of Don ’51
and Mina Ramage Van Cleef. If 3238
Bayberry Cove, Wooster, sounds familiar, it’s
because last year that was where Bev and Ron
Price lived. Ron will always find his way back
to Wooster, but he and Bev plan to enjoy
Florida’s sand in their golf shoes full-time.
Marleen Bengel Varner writes that her
husband, Rev. Carroll Varner, died in Apr.
2006 of complications following a broken hip.
Carroll celebrated his 90th birthday joyfully on
Christmas Day 2005. May your tender,
thoughtful heart heal quickly, Marleen.
Marleen summers in Sewanee, Tenn., and

in October travels to Lakeland, Fla., for the
winter. She visited Jan Neimeyer Smith in
Memphis on her way south and reports that
Jan is her cheerful, positive self, although teth
ered to oxygen tubing. Marleen and Jan
enjoyed a review of the 50th anniversary video,
reminding each other, no doubt, to save June
5-8, 2008, for our 55th.
See Charlene Deige Sussel pictured on p. 57.

1954
Gordon Hall
33074 Hidden H ollow Ct., North Ridgeville, O H
44039, gragoretl@aol.com

In Aug. 2006 Charles Richard “Dick” Van
Wie and June Ethel Burtt were married. It is
the first marriage for June; Dick has a son by a
previous marriage. Their new address is 5778
Western Turnpike, Duanesburg, NY 12056.
Dick sent a two-column article that he had
written, from a local newspaper, titled,
“Remembering Rembrandt.”
Barbara Frautschi retired from Sherex
Chemical Co. several years ago and continues
to use her skills and experience as an informa
tion scientist in her own company—Informa
tion Services. Barbara accesses the Internet
and public and university libraries and facili
tates client searches for information.
Donna Erbland Leyda and Dick ’57 live
in Overland Park, Kan. They’ve traveled
extensively over the years, visiting Australia
and cruising through the Panama Canal. They
were most impressed by the beauty of New
Zealand and would return there if it were not
for the long flight. They visit Branson, Mo.,
frequently. Donna is a Stephen Minister at
church, and they drive for Meals On Wheels.
Rev. Robert and Shirley Beardsley Martz
live in Mesa, Ariz. Bob plays golf about once a
week and gets additional exercise doing yard
work. He exercises his mind by reading. Shirley

plays bridge frequently. They’re able to spend
time with the family of their daughter, Mary
Jane, who reside nearby. Their son, Dean ’79, is
a neurosurgeon in Spokane, Wash.
Carol Wortman Moellering followed her
interest in elementary education to Bowling
Green U after our sophomore year. She taught
in South Euclid before following her future
husband, Alfred, to Ft. Wayne, Ind. He is a
retired judge. They’ve had season tickets to the
Ft. Wayne Philharmonic Orchestra since the
1950s and have traveled extensively. New
Zealand and Australia are their most memo
rable destinations.
Shirley and Dale Kitzmiller were joined by
Grace and Gordon Hall on a cruise on the
Rhine, Moselle, Main, and Danube Rivers in
October.
Bob Hilty continues to testify on behalf of
major petroleum companies during litigation.
The Hiltys moved to Boerne, Tex., about a
year ago.

1955
Nancy Mutch Donald
161 Lake Breeze Pk., Rochester, N Y 14622-1946
nomodonald@yahoo.com

Fran Bauer Parker
715 S. Webster St., Jackson, M I 49203-1637
jjparker@ameritech. net

Don Hartsough writes from Oregon:
“Ned and Helen Davis Martin visited us here
in Bend for a couple of days at summer’s end,
extending a trip to see their daughter in
Portland. We had a fine time enjoying the
outdoor wonders of central Oregon and solv
ing the world’s problems on our deck over
looking the Deschutes River. W hat a joy to
discover the rich life the Martins have lived
since Wooster and the family they created.
“We look forward to other visits from
Wooster ’55 classmates. Dave and Sue
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C la s s N o te s
THE WEDDING OF CHARLES HANSEN
’ 9 6 & DIANE KERN, SEPT. 2 4 , 2 0 0 5
l t o r , b a c k row Sam Gradwohl, Tom
McOwen, '95s, Denise Drescher Elliott
'97, Doug Laditka '99, Robyn Tew
Laditka '01, John Federer '69, Dora Loflin
Pruce '96, Jim Pruce '98, Emily Dunford
Hubbard '98, Bill Hubbard '97, Alec
Henderson '96, Tom Hostenske '75;
f r o n t row Terry Ruskin, Mark Baker, Paul
Elliott, '97s, bride, groom, Chuck
Hansen (groom's father), Gina Wengatz
Hansen (groom's mother), '69s, Janet
Wengatz Hostenske '76

Taggart ’56 Shields planned to return to
central Oregon for Thanksgiving, and we’ll
surely capture my old roomie from Douglass
days for a day or two.”
“As for me,” Don continues, “the most
adventuresome thing accomplished lately was
back surgery to relieve a pinched nerve. I’m on
the mend now—the operation was done in the
San Francisco area in September.”
John Parker and I (Fran) enjoyed a
wonderful Elderhostel in September in the
beautiful Scottish highlands. Our adventures
included visiting the Isle of Skye, where we
had clear weather, and Orkney. There we
entered Maes Howe, a 5,000-year-old burial
chamber, visited the Neolithic village of Skara
Brae, and walked around ancient stone circles
—the Ring of Brodgar and the Stones of
Stenness—fabulous. We were told that
Scotland is God’s masterpiece, but the Scots
were so picky that God gave them four
seasons—each and every day.

1956
Pat Young
464 E. Highland A ve., Wooster, O H 44691-9249
Pjyoung52@aoI.com

Those of you who were at our reunion may
recall that one of the featured players in the
DVD shown at the banquet was Jean Teague
Boiler, known as “Jet” at Wooster. Late this
summer I (Pat) received a lovely note from
Jean telling me that she had heard great things
about the reunion from Nancy “Kitty”
Kittredge Geiser. Jean also wanted to let us
know that she and her husband, Gerd,
planned to move from Provence, France, back
to Geneva, Switzerland, in September. After
13 happy years in Provence, they decided to
move nearer to their children and grandchil
dren. In France Jean particularly enjoyed all
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day hikes in the spectacular scenery, partici
pating in a French literary club, and painting
and exhibiting her watercolors.
She and Gerd will move back to the house
that they built 30 years ago. They look forward
to the beauty of Switzerland, less hot sun,
easier transportation, and having family
nearby. Jean would love to hear from old
friends, at 3 Chemin de Cuvaloup, 1299 Crans
Pres, Celigny, Switzerland.

1957
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Anne Kelso Johnson
78 White Tail Rd., Murphysboro, IL 62966-6416
work: ajohnson2@siumed.edu
home: (618) 528-4552, ajohnson@globaleyes.net

It was such a pleasure to receive a letter
from Helen Houser, who admits that it’s been
50 years since she has contacted any Wooster
classmates. Helen sent a wonderful chronology
of her years since attending the College. After
graduation, she started a teaching career in art
that would span 30 years.
While she was in Indianapolis in 1963,
M.G.M. Studios chose her to be Elizabeth
Taylor’s look-alike to promote the movie, The
VIPs, with Richard Burton. For a short time
Helen appeared as Liz in Chicago and
Indianapolis. But then she began to question
what her life would be like, if she spent it
looking like someone else.
In the mid-’60s Helen received a scholar
ship and went back to school as the single
mother of a daughter (6). Helen and John
Gooch had divorced by that time. (John later
died of complications from pancreatic cancer.)
After earning an M.Ed., Helen continued to
teach in San Marino, Calif., and won the
California Teacher of the Year award —twice.
She was also one of the contestants for the
Challenger Teacher in Space, but because of

hip replacement surgery, she had to drop out
of the competition.
After a 30-year teaching career, a hiking
accident in the late 1980s resulted in a frac
tured back and disabled Helen for awhile. She
again acted as a celebrity double, this time
touring around the country and Mexico City
in conjunction with Liz Taylor’s promotions of
Passion perfume.
Helen writes: “I’ve since survived stage III
breast cancer, complete with chemo, radiation,
and 11 surgeries, and a second hip replace
ment. I’ve looked at all of my medical prob
lems as various lessons in life to be learned and
overcome.” Helen hopes that she can come to
the 50th reunion, but she’s reluctant to come
alone. Her second husband passed away two
years ago, and her daughter, who lives close by,
may not be able to take time from teaching.
Perhaps a classmate from the Los Angeles area
can accompany her.
Thanks to Lester Hauschild for chairing
the 50th reunion committee, which is working
hard to maximize our class gift to the College
(see photo, p. 41). The mailing with informa
tion about the tax-free IRA rollover should be
helpful to all of us.
Will Lange writes, “It was a busy year in
northern New England. After finishing up our
house this spring, we put it on the market.
While I was away fishing for salmon in
Newfoundland, Ida sold it! In September we
led our annual Public Radio tour, of Scodand
and the Hebrides this time. As I write this,
we’re moving, along with 20 years of accumu
lation. Meanwhile, the foundation for the new
house is being poured, about 50 miles away,
near Montpelier, Vt. We hope to be in it well
before reunion next June. Looking forward...”
In the next few months, search through
your files for pictures of past reunions or of
classmates. We can display them at the

reunion. Have you lost track of people whom
you knew at Wooster? Would you like to renew
acquaintances or find someone in your area to
travel with? Class secretaries have lists of
alumni addresses and phone numbers. Write,
e-mail, or call to reconnect before our 50th.

1 9 58
Anne Gieser H unt
3943 N. Christiana Ave., Chicago, IL 60618-3316
aghunt@earthlink.net

Robert Carter
20321 Sterling Bay Ln. IV., A p t. A , Cornelius,
N C 28031, lseryl938@yahoo.com

Sitting in my 90-degree office during the
summer heat wave, I (Anne) read that the
company behind A1 Gore’s documentary, An
Inconvenient Truth, had issued updated posters
for the film about global warming, incorporat
ing recent record temperatures in major U.S.
cities. I forwarded the clip to Sally Dunn
Springett, asking if she’d seen the movie.
“Toward the end I began nodding off,
because you can only take so much depress
ing news in one fell swoop, but it is good,”
she replied.
I went to see the movie. Hurricanes,
tsumanis, heat waves, melting glaciers, and
rising water gulping up shorelines took on new
meaning. I asked classmates on my e-mail list
(if you’re not on it, let me know!) how they felt
about global warming (Gore aside).
Nana Newberry Landgraf prompdy
replied, “I believe in global warming, but that
doesn’t mean I have to go see a movie on it.”
Mila Swyers Aroskar responded, “I’ve been
telling others to see the film even if they aren’t
A1 Gore enthusiasts....The differences
between reports on global warming in scien
tific journals and in the lay literature were
most troubling to me.”
Third Section Bob Thompson (one of
three ’58s with the same name) asks, “W hat
caused the glaciers to retreat over the rolling
hills of Wooster many thousands of years ago?
Automotive exhaust? Industrial pollution?”
“We’ve been believers in global warming
for 25 years,” writes Jan Moser Watson.
“During the Reagan years, Bob was at the
U.S. Office of Management and Budget, on
the science advisory staff. His colleague, a
Ph.D. in physics, dismissed the idea of global
warming out-of-hand. Our present leader
makes the Reagan administration look like a
bunch of tree huggers. Anyone who isn’t terri
fied isn’t paying attention.”
Jan continues her political and environ
mental activist work with grassroots cam
paigning for Democratic candidates—going
door-to-door, passing out grocery store hand
outs and bumper stickers, writing letters and

e-mails, waving signs and working on fund
raisers (of the $25 variety). “It isn’t high-tech
but it works,” she adds.
Six of Jan’s group have stopped a multimil
lion dollar road building project for 19 years,
testifying before any governing body available,
researching state and federal laws on wetlands,
getting petitions signed, etc. Jan linked us to
Bill Moyers’Web site, www.pbs.org/moyers,
“Is God Green?,” that explores the changing
influence of progressive evangelical Christians
who are moving away from the position of
environmentalism as idolatry (lavishing wor
ship on God’s creation rather than on God).
Bob Watson’s Wooster roommate, Dennis
Barnes, e-mails that the U of Virginia has
some prominent skeptics about global warm
ing as driven primarily by man-made pollu
tion. “They don’t deny that there is warming,
but they question whether dramatically reduc
ing the anthropomorphic pollution will have a
great effect—at least that’s what I think they
are saying,” he adds. Dennis left the U of Vir
ginia in 1992 and stepped down at the end of
1998 as president of the Southeastern Univer
sities Research Association, the U.S. Depart
ment of Energy’s management contractor.
Afterward, he was involved as an investor/
employee of a software startup—“a priceless
lesson in humility in the wake of the dot.com
bubble,” he writes.
Now retired, Dennis and wife Nina are
raising their granddaughter (5). “Childrearing
looks a lot different when you’re totally
immersed rather than when you’re a careerdistracted father,” he notes.
Dennis forwarded a tribute offered to Lew
Fetters on the occasion of Lew’s 70th birthday
last March in Macromolecules, an American
Chemical Society (ACS) polymer journal. At
the time, Lew was visiting professor in the
department of chemical and biomolecular
engineering at Cornell U. He’s received many
recognitions, including being named to the
Inventors Hall of Fame and as a Fellow of
both the American Physical Society and the
Polymeric Materials Science and Engineering
Division of ACS. The ACS article concluded,
“Lew has been a role model and inspiration to
more than a generation of polymer scien
tists. . ..He is always ready to offer help or
advice to a colleague. He opens his home to
collaborators and visiting scientists....As he
moves into his eighth decade, Lew is as active
today as he has ever been....”
Bob Calhoon has also made his mark as an
academician. A history major at Wooster, Bob
earned an M.A. and Ph.D. at Western
Reserve U. H e’s been on the history faculty at
the U of North Carolina, Greensboro, since
1964. Bob has authored five books on the
Revolutionary War period and edited and co

authored numerous others. His service on
many boards of historical journals, awards
committees, and organizations testifies to his
professional status.
Beginning in 1985, Bob has been involved
in scholarly conferences and publications that
contributed to the emergence of an important
subfield of early American history—the study
of southern Backcountry (southeastern Penn
sylvania to the southeastern corner of Georgia,
expanding along migration routes to the
Northwest Territory into eastern Kentucky,
eastern Tennessee, and northern Alabama).
Adantic coast emigrants in the North at
Philadelphia and South at Charleston and
Savannah imported their cultures and religious
practices. Eighteenth century “conspicuous
consumption and social climbing” and Civil
War conflict over race, equality, and the human
condition hint at the region’s curious aspects.
Bob is the editor of the new online Journal
o f Backcountry Studies. His passion for the
subject is evident, his writing style engaging.
Check it out, at library.uncg.edu/ejournals/
backcountry.asp.
Not sure if Wilmington, N.C., is
Backcountry—if not, it’s on the cusp. Jane
Thompson was in Wilmington in September,
visiting her mother and brother (William
Clancy Thompson ’61, the shell sculpturer
featured in Wooster, Spring 2006), when she
ran into Phyllis Hancock Leimer at the
museum! They met for lunch when Janey
returned for her monthly visit in October.
One topic of conversation was Peggy
BlumbergWireman’s revised book, Alice in
Bushland: Fact and Fantasy in the Bush
Administration (Alland Publishing, 2006).
John Nichols, Washington correspondent for
The Nation, wrote, “Peggy is the Jon Stewart
of fairytales, the Stephen Colbert of the
fantastic...fantasies that are far more telling
than the evening news.” The previous version
of the book garnered five stars on Amazon,
com! Check it out, www.aliceinbushland.com.
We caught up with long-time Backcountry
resident Sally Eatough Goff. She’s been in
Roanoke, Va., for many years. Sally didn’t miss
a beat coming out of Wooster with her music
major. Her first job as director of music and
organist was in a Baptist Church in Florida,
followed by a Methodist gig in New Jersey.
W hen she moved to a Methodist church in
Roanoke, she was told that there was a good
tenor in town who would be an asset to the
choir. So she invited him, he came, and not
long after, she married him. Nathan Goff
worked for the Norfolk and Western Railroad
(now Norfolk Southern), headquartered in
Roanoke.
Sally started teaching piano when she was
16 and always taught both adults and children.
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THE WEDDING OF JAMESON
REHM ’05 & JENNIFER KROK,
DEC. 31, 2005
l t o r Justin Baker, Katie
Schwinn, '06s, Jonathan Bell,
Rob Wilson, '05s, bride,
groom, John Evans, Arvil
Antonio Gonzalez, Fernando
Munoz, Scott Roger, '05s

But the students (and their parents) have
changed considerably, she observes. “Some of
my young students now have as many as seven
after-school activities,” she reports. Conse
quently, the level of practice is way down.
Parents may not expect or enforce practice,
either. Some parents want music lessons so
their kids won’t be socially inept or so they’ll
have a better chance at scholarships for college,
Sally says. Her adult students, on the other
hand, practice but don’t want to perform.
Many come because they didn’t stick with
lessons when they were young.
Nathan retired, but retiring wasn’t easy
for Sally, who had as many as 40 calls a
month to play as a substitute. Over the
years, the Goffs have been to every state
except Hawaii and Alaska. They like tours,
traveling primarily by bus. “Just get on, get
off, no parking, bags put in our rooms,”
Sally says. After retiring, Sally took one bold
trip, transferring her long-time Methodist
membership to Second Presbyterian Church
of Roanoke. “The Presbyterians want me to
think,” she says, with delight.
Sally hasn’t been back to Wooster for
about 30 years but keeps up with juniorand senior-year roommate Carol Lynn
Pittenger Walton. Sally remembers sitting
at a dinner table with Dean “M a” Golder
presiding. “She announced that we were
waiting for Edith to finish her lettuce before
we could be served dessert.” Sally also
recalled Dean Golder’s prediction that
women who wear shorts (a hot topic on
campus then) would be bad mothers.
Sally, we hope you can come to the 50th
reunion and share more of your stories! Mark
your calendars! June 5-8,2008.
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1959
Nancy McCarthy
188 Cajferty Rd., Pipersville, PA 18947
nbmczog@aol.com

Ginny Wenger Moser
8201 Greeley Blvd., Springfield , VA 22152
(703) 451-7469, ginny.guide@ verizon.net

Marilyn Charles writes that, after remain
ing single and independent for most of her
life, at the age of 60, she married Reuben
Simmons, a friend from her years in the Peace
Corps, whom she met again by chance in
1996. Shortly afterward, Marilyn went on a
spiritual pilgrimage to Turkey and Greece. In
1998 Marilyn and Reuben shared a pilgrimage
to Iona and Lindesfarne in the British Isles.
W hen they returned, they decided to tie
the knot, cementing a relationship that began
in 1963. They live in an apartment overlook
ing the waterfront in southwest Washington,
D.C., and celebrated their eighth wedding
anniversary in July 2006. They both feel
blessed and grateful.
The tide of Jan Rippey Chestnut’s spiri
tual memoir, Drinking From Strange Wells:A
Protestant’s Pilgrimage (Ragged Edge Press,
2002), as reported in the summer 2006 class
notes, appealed to Marilyn. She purchased the
book and was not disappointed. “Jan’s stories
parallel many of mine,” she writes. “I was
inspired by her journey and learned many new
things. I appreciate her dedication to writing
her story to share with others and am
impressed with her achievement.”
Marilyn says that she continues to receive
spiritual refreshment on pilgrimages sponsored
by the Shalem Institute for Spiritual Forma
tion (www.shalem.org). Her most recent was
to Canyon de Chelley, Ariz., in 2005.Marilyn
would be interested in learning from others

about similar experiences.
One of our 50th reunion committee
members, Muriel Rice Roberts, has finally
found Fay Shoaf Levine. Fay said she wasn’t
hiding—just lax in communicating. (As are
many other ’59s—hint, hint. We need to hear
from you!) Fay writes that she left Wooster
after her sophomore year and married George
Levine in Aug. 1957. The couple settled in
Boston. They left after six years with two chil
dren, a B.S. for Fay from Boston U, and an
M.S. for George from Northeastern U. They
spent the next 33 years in the Washington,
D.C., area, where Fay earned certification as a
family systems therapist and an M.S.W. from
the U of Maryland.
Fay and George bought their first motor
home in 1968 and traveled when they could,
with the dream of eventually retiring to a
motor home full-time. Their dream came true
in 1996, and they traveled that way for nine
years, visiting Canada and every state but one
(Hawaii, of course). The Levines will travel to
that state this year to celebrate their 50th
wedding anniversary. They settled in Edgewater, Fla., with a driveway large enough for
their motor home, and plan to continue travel
ing as much as possible. We hope that includes
a trip back to Wooster in 2009!
John and Patsy Alcorn Prutz plan to retire
and move to The Villages in Florida from
their home in Roswell, Ga. Patsy recently
retired after working 15 years at a job she has
dearly loved—activity director for an inde
pendent senior facility. She recently visited her
former roommate, Kathy Ogden Kingwell,
who’s also retired, in Osprey, Fla. Kathy says
they talked nonstop for hours!
I (Ginny) recently had the pleasure of
attending a lecture about the Civil War given

by a National Park Services ranger here in
northern Virginia. He mentioned having gone
to college in Ohio. W hen I later asked him
which college, he told me he’d graduated from
Wooster—his name is Jeremy Zegas ’05. We
never know when or where we’ll meet other
Woosterites.
Now that all of us have passed the 50th
high school reunion milestone and perhaps
attended those reunions or have attended
spouses’ 50th college reunions, we may have
some ideas about what made a particular
reunion successful—or not-so-successful.
Nancy and I and other 50th anniversary
committee members would love to have your
thoughts and suggestions. We want ours to be
great! Please share your ideas and your news.

1960
Nancy Brown Tyburski
130 Brookview Dr. S.W, North Canton, O H 44709
nancyty4@aol. com

Vicky Fritschi
16 K ing Philip Tr., Norfolk , M A 02056-1406
vfritschi@netzero.com

Eileen Leonard Hastings keeps busy with
church and civic activities and is also a certi
fied master gardener. She presides over her
garden club, called Dirty Hands, and belongs
to the Northern Kentucky Urban Forestry
Council, which works to reforest and preserve
green space. Eileen serves on the City of Fort
Wright long-range planning committee and
the city park development steering committee,
whose most recent project is Battery Hooper
Park, overlooking the Ohio River, a museum
and archaeological site of the Civil War era.
Eileen edits or publishes three monthly news
letters for these organizations. She and Floyd
Hastings ’58 have two children (including
Matt ’91) and two grandchildren.

1961
Larry Vodra
51 H igh Ridge Rd., Brookfield, C T 06804-351 7
JLVodra@aol.com

Last June Susan Boniface Wei retired
from her job of teaching teachers to become
special educators. It was a unique program
that provided teachers the opportunity to do
independent study on their way to certification
as special educators. Now Susan is pursuing
her other love—fiber art. She is a member of
two co-op galleries, where they paint and dye
fabric, then create quilts from these fabrics.
Susan also sings with the New Hampshire
Friendship Chorus, which toured China last
summer and Tuscany in October. In her “spare
time,” she stays busy with politics, church, and
Habitat for Humanity. Susan has three sons

and one grandson and lives in Ashland, N.H.
Derrick Harding still works as an associate
professor of English at Ivy Tech Community
College of Indiana, near Indianapolis, and is
the coordinator of the English as a Second
Language program for central Indiana. He
plans to continue teaching until age 70.
Derrick has taken three trips to visit with
David Willour in the English Cotswolds
during the past two years. On his most recent
trip, Derrick and his sister rented David’s
cottage and used his excursion services for a
week. Derrick is being treated for lymphatic
cancer, but despite this, he’s still going strong!
For the past several summers, Ron Specht
has taken a European trip. Last summer he
and wife Mary Ann took a bus tour of central
Italy, from Rome to Florence to Pompeii and
lots of other places. According to Ron, Italy is
now one of the “in” places to visit and was
terribly crowded at every stop. But the food
was good, their baggage didn’t get lost, and the
trip was a success in all respects.
Another traveler, Kay Warman Tuttle, says
she may have taken her last trip outside of the
U.S. That was a cruise from Venice to Lisbon
about a year ago. It’s not that she has anything
against overseas travel, Kay says, but that she’s
so busy as a board member of the U of Michi
gan Club of Ann Arbor. She travels to nearly
every U of M sporting event (men’s and
women’s) all year. Going or returning, she likes
to stop at out-of-the-way points of interest.
Returning from the Penn State-U of M foot
ball game last fall, she sought out the Flight
93 Temporary Memorial in Pennsylvania, at
the 9/11 crash site, located several miles from
a main highway.
Judy W alker Scott and husband Jim cele
brated their 25th wedding anniversary in June
by participating in an Elderhostel program,
“Boston’s Walk into the Revolution.” They
report that the location was great, the histori
ans fascinating, and the food wonderful.
Afterward they traveled north to Campobello Island (on the Canadian side of the
Maine-New Brunswick border), Acadia
National Park, historical and scenic sites in
New Hampshire and Vermont, and tourist
spots in Massachusetts, including Fenway Park
and a concert by the Boston Pops. But they
didn’t call their Class Scribe when they visited
Old Sturbridge Village, only an hour from my
home. We could at least have had lunch!
Suzanne Ralston Butcher was a chemistry
major at Wooster. The summer following
graduation, she married Gene Butcher and the
two of them went to Duke U for medical
school. They moved to Youngstown, where
Suzanne was a hospital pathologist for 30
years. Gene became medical director at a local
hospital and associate dean of a medical

school consortium. Now retired they recendy
traveled to Panama, and Suzanne visited sites
where her father served during W W II.
They also visited the Panama Canopy
Tower, a facility made from a converted radar
tower, where the birding is excellent. Suzanne
is the regional coordinator for the Pennsyl
vania Breeding Bird Adas for a period of five
years (hence, the interest in the Panama site).
Joe Kelly reports that he has finally “offi
cially” retired. He retired from his fiill-time
position with the U.S. Navy a few years ago,
then immediately returned on a part-time
consultant basis. He left for good right after
our reunion in June and celebrated with wife
Sue with a 9,200-mile auto tour. They traveled
west along 1-90 to Seattie, down the coast to
Sacramento, and eventually back toward home
(suburban Washington, D.C.) along 1-70, with
lots of side trips for sightseeing. Joe’s final
comment was, “Retirement is great. Highly
recommended!”
Marilyn Peacock Burtner didn’t mention
it during our reunion in June, but at the time,
she was undergoing chemotherapy for breast
cancer. Now the treatment is complete, and
she feels great. In the fall Marilyn and her
husband, Hugh, taught at the BaldwinWallace Institute for Learning in Retirement,
where the students, all retirees, are excellent.
Marilyn has resumed piano lessons, hoping to
regain her previous level, and accompanies and
plays chamber music.
Your Class Scribe pleads with you to send
your e-mail address if you haven’t already done so.

1962
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Linda Park
1848 Beersford, E ast Cleveland, O H 44112
veggiepark@sbcglobal.net

Congratulations to Bill Campbell, who
received the Circleville Noon Rotary Club
2006 Award for Exceptional Community
Service. Bill has been involved in developing
and nurturing the community’s soup kitchen.
He’s also a 15-gallon blood donor, a Cub
Scout and Webelos leader, a reader for the
blind, president of the Ministerial Association,
and announcer for the Circleville Pumpkin
Show for the past 20 years. H e’s the senior
pastor of Circleville Presbyterian Church,
sings in the chancel choir, and rings in the bell
choir. Bill has served on presbytery commit
tees and on a national committee that wrote
ordination exams for the Presbyterian church.
His wife, Carol Edge Campbell, retired from
teaching at Circleville High School last year.
They have three Woo children, Cathy Camp
bell Wright ’88, Beth ’90, and Don ’91, and
two grandchildren.
The Campbells plan to come to the 45th
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4 0 YEARS OF WOO IN
STEAMBOAT SPRINGS, COLO.
l t o r John Schaeffer '67, Jay
Patterson, Chris Mickelson, '05s,
Stephen W right '99, Ben Williams
'07, Josh Schaeffer '01, Andy
Schaeffer, Andy Hamilton, '99s (Not
pictured, Adam Chapman ’07)

reunion, June 7-10, and we hope you do, too.
The planning committee is hard at work.
Members are Carolyn Childs Shadle, Marge

Morris Carlson, Dave Robertson, Dave
Dalrymple, Kitty KellyJohnson, and me,
Linda. Mark your calendars. See you then!

1963
NEW! Ron Eggleston
3314 P arkview A ve., Lansing, M l 48910-4650
ronandsueeggleston @Comcast, net

It seems that I (Ron) have been chosen, by
default, as the new class secretary. Early in the
fall, Jeanne Robinson Noble stepped down
for health reasons. Sadly, Jeanne died on New
Year's Eve. She charmed us with her warm
smile, never-ceasing curiosity, and artistic
talents. Her husband Clyde Jones, two sons,
and two grandchildren survive.
Jim McGavran, who teaches English with a
specialty in English romantic literature, recently
received the highest faculty honor from the
U of North Carolina, Charlotte— the Bank of
America Award for Teaching Excellence. Jim
was chosen from a field of five finalists. On
the faculty since 1973, he was a finalist for the
award in 1995 and last year was recognized as
Faculty Member of the Year by the UNCC
English Graduate Students Association. Jim
calls the current honor “a career high.” In his
acceptance remarks, he stated, “My teaching
philosophy sounds deceptively simple: it is to
foster learning for both personal and public
empowerment in the grand tradition of the
liberal arts.”
Please update your e-mail addresses, either
with me or on the Wooster Web site!
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1964

Jim Sw itzer
891 Elmore A ve., Akron, O H 44302-1238
jswitze@ uakron.edu

We learned from a secondary source that

Kay Ellenberger Matheron recently
received the Saemi Award from San Diego’s
Interfaith Community Services for her
outstanding achievements. Over 20 years of
volunteering and serving on the staff of this
large social service agency, Kay raised more
than $7 million, mostly through grants.
Interfaith Community Services is composed
of more than 450 faith centers representing
most world religions. Its services (help for
the homeless, addicted, and veterans, job
training, etc.) are supported mainly by foun
dation and government grants. Several
hundred members at the annual meeting
applauded Kay’s achievements. Congratulate
her at kmatheron@aol.com.
I (Jim) am just back from eight weeks in
London, sending these selections from a letter
penned by New Zealander Percy Strong: “I
returned to bachelorhood in 1998, and there I
still sit today—fairly happily. Retirement, I’m
glad to say, is still on the horizon, and possibly
receding a bit, as the work still is fun. Disin
centives promoted here for more than a
decade are bearing the predictable fruit of skill
shortages in a number of fields, and “succes
sion policy” has become a trendy term. This
seems particularly true for petroleum explo
ration, where I do a fair amount of work, and
there are stories of octogenarians being hauled
back into the workforce.
“At the moment, I’m trying to intermix a
reasonable amount of skiing (best season for a

decade) with polishing off work in progress.
I’m off to Antarctica in mid-October to work
on a scientific drilling project near M t Erebus.
The core is expected to yield a five-millionyear record of Antarctic glacial and climate
history. Return to New Zealand is in January
(money runs out then!). I’m sure the green
hills will be a pleasant sight.
“And, oh yes, I’m still tap dancing. It is
sobering to realize that I am the reason for a
50-year age span between the youngest and
oldest person in my tap class!”
Colin MacKinnon has a new fiction book,
Morning Spy, Evening Spy (St. Martin’s Press).
Booklist calls this work, set in the year 2000, a
“haunting, disturbingly realistic portrait of the
failings, organizational and personal” that
could have led to the 9/11 tragedy.

1965
Chuck and L ill Richeson Templetoti
9 2 5 A lvarado Terr., Walla Walla, WA 99362-2101
(509) 525-6746, templeton@whitman.edu

We’re enjoying hearing about classmates’
volunteer pursuits. As many of us transition
into retirement, we find various activities to
be satisfying. Betty Odell Gibson, gailandbettygibson@juno.com, who transferred
from Wooster to Ohio State U after two
and a half years, promotes science for chil
dren. In July Betty, her husband, and
another couple led a geology field trip for
28 high school students to Hawaii.
Allen “Nick” Vaala, arv562@aol.com,
writes, “I’m still the director of the National
Technical Institute for the Deaf (NTID)
career services center. N TID is one of eight

colleges of the Rochester Institute ofTechnology. I’m trying to decide what my next
career might be! I do plan to retire eventually,
but there are many more fun things to do and
challenges to take on. Increased volunteering is
definitely one of the future endeavors!”
Dick Robertson, ucrmsu@cox.net, is
“happily still employed as vice president for
student services at MiraCosta College.
Health and the Board of Trustees willing,”
he says, “I plan to work for several more
years. The college is building new student
services facilities and working to expand the
athletic program and facilities. That, the
ever-changing technology, and the fun of
working with students keep me fired up.
Our college has sent two groups to the G ulf
to help Katrina survivors, and I may join
one headed that way.”
Barbara Kurz, bkurz@comporium.net,
now retired from teaching, continues her travel
business. She recently led trips to Wales and
Italy. In March she will take a group to Spain
for 11 days, and in October she’ll take a group
to Greece, with an island cruise. Folks on these
trips are busy with organized sightseeing and
time to explore on their own. Barb would be
happy to have others join her. Most travelers
are our age and retired, and the tours are
modestly priced.
Barb continues to coordinate presbytery
mission trips to Honduras and Guatemala.
She went with the group to Guatemala
prior to going to Italy. They trained rural
local health promoters from the mountains
in the northwestern part of the country,
where most of the people are descendants
of the Mayans.
Not only are our classmates involved in
volunteer work, but some of their children
are also. For example, the daughter of

Debbie Knorr Haavik,
dhaavik@comcast.net, left for China in July
for a two-year stint in the Peace Corps
teaching English at the university level. She
lived with a Chinese family in Chengdu for
11 weeks, studying the language and culture
and methods for teaching English.
Debbie teaches fourth grade in Crownsville, Md. Last year she taught four— count
them—children of Woo graduates! Debbie
says, “I t’s such a coincidence for a small
independent school, with only 40 students at
each grade level!”
We all mourn the loss of Dr. Barry May
physician and wilderness lover. A friend,
Keith Nichol, who penned a tribute to Barry
(excerpted in Wooster, Fall 2006), wrote,
“Barry could play devil’s advocate better than
anyone else I know. At dinner parties, his
opinions were often contrary to everyone
else’s, and he loved a good argument. But his

Armed with equalparts ambition and “niceness, ”I was well on the road to making it. This was the
Ohio-bred ethos that would shape whatever intelligence and talent this preachers kid had been given.

—Dan Cryer ’65, on entering Middletown (Ohio) High School
The seed was planted in the town of
Wooster. And the work boasts plenty of
College of Wooster branches.
In December 2006 Ohio University
Press published Good Roots: Writers Reflect
on Growing Up in Ohio, edited by former
Wooster magazine editor Lisa Watts.
Watts says she got the idea for the
book after realizing that many of her
favorite writers shared her Ohio heritage.
(Watts was born and spent her early years
in the Cleveland area, before her family
moved east.) Having raised her own son
and daughter in Wooster, she wondered
about the role that place might play in
their lives, and in hers.
Authors familiar to many Woosterites —

JimToedtman ’63, Kathleen Dean Moore
’69, Dan Cryer—contributed to the book, as

WRITERS REFLECT ON GROW ING UP IN O H IO

Edited by Lisa Watts

Jiii Bialoslcy Dan Cryer Michael Dirda
did other well-known writers—Susan Orlean,
Elizabeth Dodd Anthony D oerr Rita Dove Ian Frazier
Alix Kates Schulman, Mary Oliver, P. J.
Dale Keigcr Andrea Louie Kathleen Dean Moore
O ’Rourke, Rita Dove, and 11 more. The
Mary O liver Susan Orlean P. J, O ’ Rourke
stories, essays, and poems gathered here speak
Julie Salamon Scott Russell Sanders Alix Kates Shulman
about the authors’ relationships with their
Jeffery Smith James Toedtman M ark Winegardner
Ohio hometowns—Cleveland, Novelty,
Bryan, Athens, Mt. Healthy, Akron. They tell
HO W O R D BY K. I . S U N T
\ ) 'H R U U I O ) 51 MARK W 1MIGAKDNHU
of growing up in tree huts and cornfields and
An early photo of contributor Scott Russell
libraries, of leaving and returning and leaving
Sanders (and friend) on the cover of Good Roots
again, of landscape and memory.
The excerpt above, from Cryer’s essay,
Preacher s Kid, offers a taste of what the reader will find in Good Roots—well-crafted words
and a childhood photo of each writer (see above). The pictures evoke a sense of times past.
Each contributor finds something memorable in their experience of this state on the eastern
edge of the Midwest. But they all now live elsewhere (including Watts, a North Carolina
resident since 2005).
Mark Winegardner, whose essay is entided “Decoction,” explains the phenomenon in the
books Afterword. He says that the Midwest wants its children to leave and “accomplish big
things in New York and L.A., and ideally, say nice things about where they came from.”
Winegardner concludes, “If they stay and try to accomplish things in the Midwest,
friends and neighbors will look at them funny. I f you’re so great, the looks will say, why areyou
still here?'
—-Jimmy Wilkinson Meyer

logic was generally rock solid, and in the end
you often had to agree with him—even if
you didn’t want to.
“Barry was not a slave to fashion. His
son, Brian, told me that, one time Barry
headed to the hospital in jeans, plaid shirt,
and his ever-present brown corduroy
jacket—oblivious to the orange tuque
sticking out of his back pocket! H e kept
things in perspective and didn’t sweat the
small stuff.

“While skiing in a cross-country
marathon in 1995, Barry had his first cardiac
episode. Three months after surgery, he was
visiting his son in Mexico and climbing a
9,000-ft. volcano! The May family is wellknown in Corner Brook (Ontario, Canada)
for their Easter skiing trips. They’d head into
the Blow-Me-Down mountains to share the
days ski touring with friends.”
To correct the record, Barry had four
grandchildren, not three.
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ClassNotes
1966

1970

1973

Elizabeth “Libby”Westhafer O’Brien

Laura Wolfson Likavec

Suzanne Schluederberg

73 Prospect St., Madison, N J 07940
eobrien@drew.edu

1702 Mendelssohn Dr., Westlake, O H 44145
lauralikavec@yahoo. com

3385 Carl Ct., Ann Arbor, M I 48105
suz@umich.edu

1967

Julie McHenry Emerson had a Woo small
world experience, in Delaware, of all places
(see p. 57).

Karen Kresge writes: “I was recendy
surprised to see my face on (magazine anniver
sary) posters hanging in Ebert Art Center at
Woo, and I’m prompted to write. W hat a wild
ride it’s been since my 15 minutes of fame as a
cover girl for the Oct. 1970 issue of the alumni
magazine. I teach digital art in Rockville, Md.
I worked hard, earned 80 credits beyond
another degree, and acquired certification in
four subjects. I advised Discovery Theater at
the Smithsonian and led a workshop at a
meeting of the Association for Computing
Machinery’s Special Interest Group on
Graphics and Interactive Techniques (1998).
“It’s been a blessing to have good friends
like the MacKenzies (Remember Dr. Mac as
art chair?). I tenderly, tenuously, try to stay in
touch with old friends. I cherish a godchild,
two nieces, two grandnieces, and a grand
nephew. I’ve rafted down the Colorado River
through the Grand Canyon with Ruth
MacKenzie, sketched along the ChampsElysees, hydrofoiled from Montreal to
Quebec,...galloped on a rodeo mustang in
Wyoming, pretended to be Cary Grant at
Mount Rushmore,...sailed in Newport, and
photographed whales off of Cape Cod. And I
eagerly anticipate the next adventure.
“Relishing the romance of life, I’d love to
hear what inspires you. W hat fuels your
passion? W hat activities still make your face
blush and your pulse rush?”
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Sara Bradley
P.O. Box 599, Chautauqua, N Y 14722

Make plans now to attend our 40th
reunion, June 7-10! This will not be your usual
reunion. We are planning a reception in the
spectacularly renovated Kauke, a talk on
Wooster “then and now,” and a party at Sally
Patton’s. We also plan to invite scads of retired
faculty members from the Wooster area;
maybe your I.S. adviser will be there!

1968
Pat Silvey and Dennis Yanchunas
618 Bowen St., Longmont, CO 80501-4412
dryanchunas@comcast.net

Richard Kerr won the 2006 Geological
Society of America Public Service Award for
his contributions to public understanding of
the earth sciences. He was elected a member
of the GSA in 1995. Rob Van der Voo, profes
sor of geological sciences at the U of Michi
gan, who nominated Richard for the award,
said that Richard’s scientific articles are “always
interesting, novel, and timely.”

1969
Judy Simkins Haines
2643 Brook Valley Rd., Frederick, M D 21701
tomjudyhaines@hotmail.com

David Stout writes, “While many of my
contemporaries are retiring, I have started an
exciting new job at the pharmaceutical
company Merck as director, global basic and
preclinical sourcing, based in Rahway, N.J. In
essence, I head up outsourcing for medicinal
chemistry at the company’s five research sites
around the world. My work is a hot topic,
because most of our outsourcing is in Russia,
India, and China. I travel monthly to at least
one of these countries, so it’s been fascinating!
“We bought a house near Clinton, in a
beautiful section of northwest New Jersey not
far from the Pennsylvania state line. And my
daughter, Courtney, made me a grandfather
with the birth of Bella Rose last October!”
According to Health Insurance Law Weekly,
Douglas Linton was elected by the Costa
Brava Partnership III LP to serve on the board
of directors of Bradley Pharmaceuticals Inc. In
the 1980s-90s, Doug was the senior purchas
ing executive at Cardinal Health. In Nov. 2005
he joined ValueCentric LLC.
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1971
James K. Lowery
1675 R iverw ood Dr., Jackson, M S 39211-4828
jlowery@jam.rr.com

Southern greetings! I (Jim) am now serving
my punishment for not attending reunion,
where I got reelected as class secretary. Actually
it helps me keep in touch, even though I am
sending tuition to Belhaven College for for my
second child, Annie, to attend there. Jonathan,
my oldest, graduated from Belhaven in May
with a theater major and has started a new
theater company, Gratuitous B Productions
(www.grat-b.org), in Jackson.
Bill and Jean Wilkerson Woessner say,
“We’ve never sent news to this column, but
that doesn’t mean we aren’t interested. The
years at Wooster are among our fondest
memories! That was a vibrant time of life.
“We’ve lived in western Montana for 25
years. Our two grown children were born here.
We love the West. Bill is a professor at the U
of Montana. He was the 2005 Birdsall-Dreiss
Lecturer for the Geological Society of Ameri
ca’s Hydrogeology Division and went on tour
to about 50 colleges and universities. A high
light was an invitation to speak in Switzerland
and Germany. Also in 2005 Bill was named a
Regent’s Professor at the U of Montana, a
high honor (characteristically, Bill says he’s ‘not
sure why!’
“I completed graduate school at Tufts U
and have taught young children for almost 30
years. I now teach part-time in a private
preschool in Missoula and love the way it
keeps me young at heart. This allows me to be
active in other fields—music, contemplative
spirituality, and work with the homeless in
Missoula. I’ve been enrolled this past year in a
lay ministry institute, as well.
“On Aug. 20, 2006, our youngest child,
David, got married in the Portland, Ore., area.
Our daughter, Kristina, lives and works in the
Boston area. We had hoped to be at the 2006
reunion, but it fell during two previously
scheduled meetings. We wish everyone well!”

1972
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Jay Yutzey
1254 N orw ell Dr., Columbus, O H 43220
yutzey.2@osu.edu

1974
Kim Tapie
5511 Canaan Center Rd., Wooster, O H 44691-9611
ktapie@whmhrb.org

Tim Hurd writes from New Zealand, “You
probably wonder, ‘Where’d T.H. go after
C.O.W.?’ I haven’t fallen off the edge,
although I’ve come reasonably, or dangerously,
close.” Tim studied music at Yale and in
Amsterdam and Belgium, concentrating on
playing the carillon, “a not-terribly-portable
instrument.”
Tim continues, “I have served as National
Carillonist at Wellington (New Zealand) since
1984, playing the third largest, and arguably
the finest, carillon in the world: 74 bells rang
ing in size from 14 tons to 20 lbs., a really
fabulous ‘axe’! Since 20011 have worn another
hat, director of the National Carillon in Can
berra, Australia, on a visiting appointment.”
He won a Queen’s Service Medal in 1994.
Tim also works on carillons. “The last big
gig was a five-year project, redesigning and
restoring the world’s largest carillon at The

<< MEMBERS OF THE CLASS
OF ’94 & PROGENY IN COLUMBUS
l to r

Amy Lambo Hawthorne, Max

(2) , Linnea Palchick Gallo, Nick

(3) , Ava (1), Tanya Blaich
Mclnerney, Adam and Jack (4)
< THE WEDDING OF EMILY
WHITSETT ’0 5 & DUSTIN
PICKETT, AUG. 5, 2 0 0 5
l t o r Groom, bride, Aleisa Myles,
Jessica Riviere, Allison Kent, '05s

Riverside Church in uptown Manhattan—lots
of heavy lifting. Think I’ll come back next
time round as a butterfly and stamp collector.”
Scott Poethig updates us, “I’m a biology
professor at the U of Pennsylvania, where I’ve
been since 1983. My wife, Maja Bucan,
teaches in the genetics department. We live in
downtown Philadelphia with our son, Luke
(15), and love this great city!” Read more
about Scott at www.bio.upenn.edu/faculty/
poethig/ or e-mail him, spoethig@sas.upenn.edu.
Please make sure the Alumni Office has
your current e-mail address. Thanks!

Wendy Beatty-Burg
340 Gosling Dr., North Wales, PA 19454-2726
BeattyBurg@aol.com

M ary Breiner
1092 H omewood Dr., Lakewood, O H 44107-1450
mtbreiner2002@yahoo.com

1979
Jennifer Reed Jones
3721 McClelland Blvd., Joplin, M O 64804
(417) 781-4215, xojones@aol.com

Patricia Stocker Clinker

1975
Andrea J. Steenburg Simmers
2121 Breeds Rd., Owings Mills, M D 21117-1646
asimmers@ruxtoncountryschool.org

1976
Dana Vandenberg Murphy
3175 Warrington Rd., Shaker Heights, O H
44120-2428, dmurphyl@sbcglobal.net

Don Frederico is the new treasurer of the
Boston Bar Association, beginning Sept. 1,
2006. H e’s a shareholder in the firm Green
berg Traurig LLP. Don’s son is Brian ’09.

1977

1978
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Bonnie Savage
4306 R ive r St., Willoughby, O H 44094-7815
bonniesbee@sbcglobal.net

An ad in Time magazine pictured Sam
Sisodia, chairman of the American Health
Assistance Foundation’s Alzheimer’s Commit
tee. The Alzheimer’s Disease Research Pro
gram has received over $43 million in the past
20 years to support research. O f the fight
against Alzheimer’s, Sam says firmly, “We’re
not going to quit until the job is done.”

1805 H eritage Cir., Dover, O H 44622
(330) 343-6477, trishie007@hotmail.com

David H. Ware, dwaremada@yahoo.com,
notes, “After several years in Latin America
and 10 years in France, I’ve been in Africa for
six years (Madagascar, Senegal, and Mauri
tania), in the transport industry. The language
skills learned at Wooster have been my great
est asset. I’m open to contacts from all, includ
ing students and recent graduates seeking
advice in my industry or international careers.”
The International Association of Business
Communicators named ShelleyJ. Griewahn
as a recipient of the 2006 Chairman’s Award.
The honor recognizes members who have
made significant contributions to the LABC at
an international level and raised the profile of
the profession of business communication.
Shelley has been a distinguished LABC
member since 1980, serving in different lead
ership roles, presenting at conferences, and
editing the organization’s 2001 and 2002
editions of Best Practices in Communication
Planning and Implementation. For over 25
years Shelley has worked with public, private,
and nonprofit organizations to elevate their
performance through strategic communica
tion. She is a principal with Cooper Wright
LLC, which she founded in 2002.

In September Shelley joined the board of
regents ofThe Congressional Schools of
Virginia, which her daughter attends. She also
serves on the board of LABC/Washington and
teaches outdoor survival skills to Girl Scouts.
Shelley says, “We had a chance to get away
in September to Chincoteague, Va., with
Carol Bowers, her family, and other friends.
I’ve been in touch with Cindy Mache ’78, who
lives close by. We’re still in Arlington, Va., and
would love to have Woo friends visit.”
According to a note in the Cincinnati
Enquirer, Philip M . Diller received the
Exemplary Teaching Award from the Ameri
can Academy of Family Physicians in Septem
ber. He was one of 10 to receive this
recognition of exceptional achievement in
family medicine, excellent teaching skills, and
outstanding or innovative teaching models. In
2005 Phil was named the Ohio Academy of
Family Physicians Educator of the Year. He’s
worked in medical school and residency
education for over 15 years, serving as resi
dency program director at the U of Cincinnati
since 1999. The program won national recog
nition for its dedication to caring for the
underserved. Phil is a founding member of
Shoulder to Shoulder Inc., a nonprofit that
trains health professionals while providing care
for the poor in rural Honduras. He has an
active practice in Cincinnati and was named
one of the city’s best doctors in 2005.
Bruce Gamble joined Alvarez & Marsal
Real Estate Advisory Services LLC as manag
ing director and head of the South East Real
Estate practice, according to a press release.
Based in Atlanta, Bmce brings more than 25
years of consulting experience to his new post.
He has been involved with many projects,
from large land developments, to urban
mixed-use and transit-oriented developments,
to office, industrial, commercial, residential,
casino, and golf properties.
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C la s s N o te s
1980
Susan Estill
181 7 Keller Lake Dr., Burnsville, M N 55306-6378
sestill58@comcast.net

Don Leake
300 High Gables Dr., A pt. 208, Gaithersburg, M D
20878-7428

Jenny Watson
1551 Oakmount Rd., South Euclid, O H 44121
j/watson395@sbcglobal. net

1981
Scott Jones
31 Emerson St., Belmont, M A 02478
NEW ! scottjones@verizon.net

Wow, my (Scott’s) “Where is everybody?”
e-mail really brought out this class. More than a
dozen sent news. I’m going to guess that this is
a feast or famine thing, so if you don’t see your
update in this edition of the magazine, please be
patient. You’ll see it later. If you didn’t get my
mail, either I don’t have your e-mail address or
my mail got swept into your spam folder. Let
me know how to reach you by e-mailing me.
So, where to start? Well, perhaps with
Marilyn High Valencia, now the class presi
dent. Marilyn encourages me to thank our past
class officers for their hard work and service—
Judith Ratesic Naser, past president, and Lou
Ockunzzi, past secretary. They served for five
long years and gave us a terrific reunion this
past summer (see more, below). Thank you,
from the entire class!
Marilyn received the 2006 Compassion
Award from the Cleveland Rape Crisis Center
for her volunteer work. Congratulations!
Dave Lewellen reports that he lives in
Chautauqua, N.Y., with his wife, Lisa, and has
four daughters (4 to 19). H e’s vice president in
charge of the management division of a real
estate firm. Dave regularly sees Scott
McConnell (Washington, D.C.) and Dan
Haglund (Naples, Fla., and Chautauqua,
N.Y.). Dave can be reached at 25 Maple Dr.
East, Mayville, NY 14757.
David Smailes has started teaching
American politics and public administration at
Westfield State College. He lives in Framing
ham, Mass., and would enjoy hearing from
any ’81s, especially in the New England area.
Write to him at his new e-mail address,
dsmailes@wsc.ma.edu.
W hen she isn’t dodging hurricanes,
Patricia Kollander keeps busy as the wife of
Bruce Fuller (Purdue U, 1985), mother of
Marcus (9) and Julia (8), and associate profes
sor of history at Florida Adantic U in Boca
Raton. Check out her book, I M ust be a Part o f
this War:A German Americans Fight against
Hitler and Nazism (Fordham University Press,
2005). Reach Patricia at kollande@fau.edu.
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If you had told Marynell Lent at Wooster
that she’d be teaching high school science now,
she’d have thought you were crazy, she says.
Marynell is in her sixth year of teaching
science and mentoring other science teachers.
Her oldest child is a first-year at Union
College. As a potential engineering student,
Woo was not for him. Marynell’s youngest, an
eighth grader, keeps her busy with soccer.
Thanks, everyone, for your updates. Several
of you asked for news of the reunion—lists of
who attended, pictures, etc. Deadlines preclude
getting that happen in this edition, perhaps
the next? Maybe we could build a shared Web
folder of pictures? Send your ideas.

1982
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and 140,000 sq. ft. of retail area. He envisions
stores like Whole Foods and Crate & Barrel,
along with a health club and bike paths to the
nearby U.S. National Arboretum.
Jim arrived in D.C. 14 years ago from
South Carolina. He started small, buying a
rowhouse in Georgetown, restoring it, and
selling it. The article says that Jim dares to try
things that his competitors would not attempt.
Jim turned the area in and around Logan
Circle, notorious for drug dealers and prosti
tutes, into a livable community. H e’s done
much for the city since he arrived in the
1990s—a troublesome time for the District.
As Jim told the Post reporter, “Right now I’m
sleeping okay at night.”

Barbara Brown

1983

2151 F airm ountAve., St. Paul, M N 55105
wishboneandbarb@hotmaiI.com

D avid M artin

John P. Shafer

6874 Rosedale Ct., Mason , O H 45040
dkmboater@hotmail. com

6208 Ridge Pond R d.,A pt. F, Centreville, VA
20121-4061, shafeijp@hotmail.com

Susan Lancaster Toner

1984

11593 Westbury PL, Carmel, I N 46032
susan_toner@hotmail.com

Sue Steinkraus McDaniel

Sarah Vodrey was appointed director of the
Museum of Ceramics in East Liverpool, Ohio,
in Dec. 2004. The museum showcases the
pottery industry in the tri-state area around
East Liverpool, which for many years was the
pottery capital of the world. Many of Sarah’s
ancestors were potters, and there are a number
of examples of Vodrey pottery in the museum,
along with thousands of other pieces. Find out
more at www.themuseumofceramics.org.
Jeff Hendrickson continues to work as a
staff attorney at the Seventh District Court
of Appeals in Youngstown, Ohio. H e’s been
there for almost eight years. Daughter Julia
’08 is an R.A. this year. She’s majoring in
English and sings with the Wooster Chorus.
Contact Jeff at 13131 Old Fredericktown
Rd., East Liverpool, O H 43920 or
JeffWasHere@excite.com.
Denise Ahlquist reports, “The stars of a
video on the Google video Web site are a class
of third graders from Agassiz Elementary here
in Chicago, led by yours truly. We did a week’s
worth of Junior Great Books activities on the
story, ‘Ooka and the Honest Thief.’” Reach
Denise at Denise.Ahlquist@GreatBooks.Org.
Jim Abdo manages a number of redevel
opment projects in Washington, D.C.
According to a Washington Post article, his
latest idea is to turn 16 industrial acres into
3.5 million sq. ft. of development, an effort
that could cost $1.1 billion. The site is near
the Prince George’s County line, bordered by
New York and Montana Avenues. Jim plans
to install an estimated 3,000 condominiums

81 W. Church St., Fairport, N Y 14450
McdanielJive@aol.com

Lisa Young Page
690 Lanark Ln., Painesville, O H 44077
lypage@sbcglobaI.net

Keith Pentland writes, “I live in Milton,
Mass., just outside of Boston, with my wife,
Nicole, and our three children, Kaleigh (6),
Cameron (4), and Craig (1). Nicole and I are
happily overwhelmed—raising a family,
owning a small business and a private practice,
and rebuilding our 150-year-old home. For
fun we take advantage of the outdoor opportu
nities that summer in New England provides
and escape the long winters with trips to
Nicole’s native Trinidad and Tobago.
“My connections with Woo friends remain
strong. I had the great pleasure of studying for
my graduate degrees at Tufts U with my good
friend, David Paul ’85. He’s now an attorney
in Pittsburgh. We speak almost daily, continu
ing a dialogue that began 23 years ago.
“I also frequendy see David Ulfelder and
Denise Short, two wonderful friends from
days in Wagner Hall. I look forward to a visit
this Christmas from Jairaj Daniel ’83 and his
wife, who plan to make the long trip from
India. Reach me at gdihome@verizon.net.”

1985
Barry Eisenberg
beyesn@aol.com

Katie Hopper
15736 Buena Vista Dr., Rockville, M D 20855-2656
k8hop@aol.com

More and more frequendy, we (Barry and
Katie) receive notes from classmates who have
children approaching their decision on where
to attend college. Time flies, doesn’t it?
Kim Patton writes from Cincinnati: “I
can’t believe I am looking at Wooster again,
but this time with my son, Sam, a senior in
high school. It’s been interesting to see how
the College has changed, yet many things have
stayed the same.” Kim, an architect with
GBBN, reports that he travels to the firm’s
Beijing office so often that he’s leased a condo
there for two years. “Anyone else planning to
attend the 2008 Olympics?” he asks. Make
your housing reservation or just say N i hao
(nee-Ha-OW) at kpatton@gbbn.com.
Julia Church Hoffman writes from New
Mexico that her oldest son, Devon, is also in
the midst of a college search. “Wooster is not
on his list, as he is looking for places near ski
areas!” reports Julia. She keeps a foot in the
academic world herself. “I just got home from
New York City where I presented a paper with
my adviser at the International Conference on
Music Education, Equity and Social Justice
held at Columbia Us Teachers College. It was
exciting and rewarding!” The paper focused on
“Discovering a Feminist Consciousness
through Transformative Experiences in Music
Education.” Julia is working on a master’s at
the U of New Mexico. “I’m no longer a gradu
ate assistant but teach elementary music fulltime for the Albuquerque Public Schools.”
Send Julia a note (musical or otherwise) at
jkch@comcast.net.
Congratulations go to Roland “Chip”
Patzer and his bride, Meredith Gradual,
who were married on Aug. 19. In atten
dance were Ned Kirby and Arch Rodgers
’87. O n their honeymoon the couple visited
Dave Manzelmann in New Hartford, N.Y.,
and Dave Mahood ’84 in Boston. “Meredith
and I are both managers for the Columbus
Metropolitan Library—ranked number one
in the U.S.,” reports Roland. “We’d like to
hear from Woo folks at rolandthunder@
wowway.com.”
Cindy Steeb (csteeb@aol.com), a class
notes first-timer, checks in from the family
farm: “After working in sales and marketing for
13 years and completing an M.B.A., I decided
to go to law school,” writes Cindy. She works
for a private trust company/single family office
as an estate planning attorney. “Over two years
ago, I purchased the family farm where I grew
up in Valley City, Ohio, and moved back to the
country (it’s not as ‘country’ as it was when I
was growing up!),” she reports. Cindy lives
there with four dogs (all Brittany spaniels from
a rescue group) and two horses.
Cindy also operates a horse boarding
business on the farm. “I’m planning on a

total of 10 horses— that’s enough work!” She
reports that she’s been lucky to get her regu
lar “Wooster fix” by getting together annu
ally with “the women from Gable House.”
“I’m having a wonderful time directing the
biggest musical I’ve ever attempted—Disney’s
Beauty & The Beast," writes Sarah McGraw
Krushinski. She’s directing the show at a
semi-pro community theatre called Ingomar
Acts of God in Pittsburgh. “We have a 53person cast, a 25-piece orchestra, and at least
150 others working behind the scenes on
construction, publicity, props, painting, lights,
sound, house management, makeup, and
costumes.” Sarah, husband Scott, daughter
Helen (a first grader), and son Logan
(preschool) hope to vacation in Orlando this
spring. Sarah writes, “This is turning out to be
a Disney year for our family.” Write to Sarah
at mcgrawactorl@aol.com.
Composer and clarinetist Karl Henning
sends an update from the Boston area: “In
June I finished composing ‘Out in the Sun,’ a
16-minute tornado of a piece for 10 winds,
which members of the New England Conser
vatory W ind Ensemble will premiere on Nov.
9.” The Santa Fe Women’s Ensemble included
Karl’s “Alleluia in D ” on their 25th-anniversary
compact disc, Music Is OurJoy. Check it out at
www.sfwe.org/cds.html. For Karl’s cherry-ontop (“coda” is a more appropriate term), he’s
been designated as Composer-in-Residence at
the Cathedral Church of St. Paul in Boston.
Extend a bravissimo to kph37@hotmail.com.
Lisa Hollister Sorensen married Daniel
Francis Johnson on Sept. 9, 2006, in Bronxville, N.Y. Lisa is a photographer. Her work
has been shown at Noel Fine Art Gallery in
Bronxville and the Fine Focus Gallery in
Quogue, N.Y. Daniel is an associate at Jamesbeck Global Partners, an executive recruiting
firm in NYC.
Laura Janson Moir, lauramslp@gmail.
com, delivered a batch of class note morsels
gathered at a Class of 1985 brunch in the
Columbus area. Shah Hasan, with Donna
Rice Waggener, hosted the event at Hasan’s
home. He recently left his position at Colum
bus State U to become director of the M.B.A.
program at Otterbein College. He lives in
Hilliard, Ohio, with his wife, Gigi, daughter
Ellie (10), and new puppy, Lucy.
Donna also lives in Hilliard with her
husband, Terry, and daughters Claire (6) and
Allison (4). She works as a fiscal officer for the
Ohio E.P.A.
Susan Fenderson Russell and husband
Chris live in Upper Arlington. Susan is a
lawyer with the School Employees Retirement
System.
Richard and Lisa Brandstaetter Kelch live
in Hilliard with children Emily (12) and

Matthew (8). Lisa is a pediatrician, and Rich
teaches middle school.
Alison Moser Stuart lives in Columbus
with husband Pat and sons Shaemus (6) and
Duncan (3). Alison works as a textbook editor
at SRA (a company specializing in elementary
school reading materials).
Laura and husband Andy Moir ’86 moved
to Dublin, Ohio, last December, after 11 years
in Pittsburgh. Laura works part-time as a
speech pathologist at the Ohio State U Medi
cal Center. Their son, David (5), is in kinder
garten. “We’re looking forward to connecting
with other alums in the Columbus area and
plan to help coordinate Scots in Service,” says
Laura. “The brunch at Hasan’s was great fun.
We shared our lives and reminisced about our
time at Wooster over old yearbooks. It’s time
to start rallying the Class o f ’85 to get ready
for our 25th reunion in 2010. We all move on
and are so different, but Wooster, that remark
able place, connects us.”
W hat a perfect sentiment on which to end
this edition of class notes! Thanks, Laura. We
wish everyone a peaceful, productive 2007.

1986
Jane Shipman Warner
791 H arbor Point, Lexington, K Y 40502
jswarner@ insightbb. com

Margo Scruggs Seaman
3 2 0 Jefferson A ve., WesiJield,NJ07090
margonova@comcast.com

It’s hard to believe it’s been 20 years since
we graduated from Wooster! And we’re all
over 40, too. That being said, here’s some news.
Jon Becker moved to Muncie, Ind., where
he teaches in the theater department at Ball
State U. David Weiss is an elected official in
his hometown of Berryville, Va. Eric Hartman
is in the foreign area office of the U.S. Army.
H e’s served in the military for 20 years.
Virginia Peng teaches at Ritsumeiken
University in Shiga, Japan. And Charles and
Maria Ryan recently adopted a beautiful baby
boy, Peter.
There’s news of another new arrival: On
Nov. 15, 2005, Sherry Ann GallowayHeaden gave birth to Brianna Christina
Headen. She joins David Jr. (2),Tiffani
Renfroe (15), and Brittani Renfroe ’10.
Brittani graduated from Solon High School
with honors in 2006 before heading to Woo.
We (Margo and Jane) would love to hear
from the rest of you!

1987

2 0 th R e u n io n

Lisa Diment Panepento
4130 M allard Way, Wooster, O H 44691
LPanepento@wooster.edu
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Melanie Rest Stull recently moved from
northern Wyoming to Arizona area. She’d love
to connect with alums in the Phoenix area, at
mjstull@gmail.com.

1988
Deb Celinski
6890 Talbot Dr., Parma, O H 44129-5410
NEW ! deb@celinski.net

Cathy Campbell Wright
40 M aplewood Dr., Athens, O H 45701
catcwright@yahoo. com

This is Deb Celinski, one of your long-lost
secretaries. Sorry to have been out of touch.
I’m feeling well and moving forward after a
difficult year. In Oct. 2005 I had surgery for
ovarian cancer, followed by five months of
chemotherapy. Happily, I successfully com
pleted my treatment, and my test results have
been good. I continue to work as an editor at
The Freedonia Group, a business research
firm. I’d love to hear from classmates, espe
cially my sisters in Chi Omega Psi. E-mail me
or log onto my Web site, www.celinski.net.
Brian McCreath sends the following, “My
wife, Amy, and I have been in Boston for five
years with our kids, Franny and Jamie. Amy is
still the Episcopal chaplain at M.I.T., a job she
loves for a lot of reasons, including working
with young adults, keeping up with the latest
issues surrounding technology and ethics, and
no Sunday services (hers are on Wednesday
evenings)—unique for clergy.
“Perhaps the biggest news of the last couple
of years is my decision to stop playing music
for a living. I decided to work myself into
public radio. Fortunately, Boston is the home
of W G BH , where I started writing Web
content as a part-time job. Now I’m the
producer and on-air host of W G B H ’s music
program, ‘Classical Weekend.’ I still have the
feeling that I’m going to be found out as a
fraud any day, but we’ll just keep that between
ourselves. The program airs from 6-10 a.m. on
Saturdays and Sundays and streams on the
Web at wgbh.org. So get up early and tune in!
Being in Boston is terrific. I’d love to hear
from others in the area or passing through, at
mccreath@comcast.net.”
This comes from Tyrone “Sal”Jones: “I
am a logistics manager for The Coca-Cola Co.
in Adanta. My wife, Ness, our girls, Lauren
(7) and Madison (4), and I live in Powder
Springs. It’s taken me—a Detroit native—a
while to adjust to rural living. I’d love to hear
from former Fighting Scot football teammates
and ’88 alums, at saljones@bellsouth.net.” Sal
especially hopes to reconnect with Mike

McCormick, Stephen Young, Nick Young,
Eric Greene, “Bim”Adams, Tony Harris,
Brockjones, and Mark O’Gowa ’87.
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I (Cathy) have a few other updates. On a
personal note, our second daughter, Charlotte
Eden Wright, was born at home in the early
hours of Feb. 8, 2006. She joins her sister,
Anna (7 1/2). Last summer I caught up with
Judy Rich Hardt at her family’s summer place
on Hilton Head Island. Judy and her family—
husband Chris, and children Thomas (9) and
Madeleine (6)—were preparing to return to
their home in Switzerland for the school year.
I saw Sara Potier Martin a couple of times
last summer, first at the cabin of my parents,
Bill and Carol Edge Campbell ’62s, on Lake
Hortonia, Vt., and later at Sara’s house in
Melrose, Mass. She still works at Boston U,
and her two kids are Tess (7) and Andrew (4).
Keep in touch, everyone. I sense that an
onslaught of updates will arrive any day now!

1989
Beth Kampmeier Palmer
1980 N orthwest Blvd., Columbus, O H 43212
(614) 985-2276, evkamp@hotmail.com

Robert Ladd moved from Littleton, Colo.,
to St. Louis, Mo., where he’s the director of
marketing for Charter Communications.
In Jan. 2000, after almost eight years in the
financial industry, Chuck Nye and his business
partners started Midwest Investment Manage
ment, a registered investment advisory firm.
Last year they received the 2005 Weatherhead
Upstart Award from the Council of Smaller
Enterprises and Case Weatherhead School of
Management. Chuck, Susan, and Robert (2)
live in Westlake, Ohio. Chuck remains
involved with the family farm and several
venture capital investments. Find him at
cen@mimllc.com.
Mary Hunt Prekop says that “life in
Chicago is great!” Mary, husband Hank, and
daughters Zoe (9) and Mia (7) enjoy living
next door to Mary’s parents, Bruce and Anne
Gieser Hunt, ’58s. Hank and Mary own a
custom furniture company (www.prekopdesign
.com), and Mary also manages properties.
They vacation regularly with Nancy Nystrom
Stansbery and family. “Our kids get along
great (as do the husbands), which has made
for fun Florida vacations.” Mary hopes to
reconnect with Jeff Musich, Katie Hughes
Redmond, and Lester Burke and Alicia
Aebersold. To Lester and Alicia, she says,
“Welcome to the parent club!” (Tell us more!)
Mary also recently saw D ’Arcy Doyle and
Sarah Frost Hoffman.
Congratulations to Mary on celebrating
her 20th sobriety anniversary last February!
She says, “I’m so grateful to The College of
Wooster and to the people who attend. At age
181 was able to turn my world upside down
and come out a better person for it.” Awesome!

Ned and Lisa Blumenthal ’90 Weintraub
are married and “have two great kids,” Michael
(8) and Sophie (6). They live in Pennington,
N.J. (near Princeton), where Ned runs interna
tional sales for Lumeta Corp., an IT software
company. They stay in touch with Katie
Hughes Redmond, W ill ’90 and Adrienne
Adler Avery, Todd ’88 and Nancy Nystrom
Stansbery, Nan Curtis ’88, and Carl Taggart ’87.
In Jan. 2006, full-time mom Jennifer
Jameson Snow (jreslush@aol.com) and family
welcomed daughter Sheridan, who joins
brothers Elliot (7) and Oliver (4 1/2).
Jennifers husband, Rob, recently started his
own company; they live in Bethesda, Md., but
spend time at their place in Maine.
Laura Yoho has been a traveling nurse for
about 18 months, since moving back to Ohio
from Atlanta. Currendy a bedside nurse at
The Cleveland Clinic, she says, “It’s exciting,
it’s frustrating, I’m learning a ton, and I
completely love it!” Laura’s slowly renovating
the house she bought a year ago. Reach her at
llyoho@msn.com.
Although he’s traveling in Germany,
Poland, and the Czech Republic, Scott
Kennedy still lives in Seattle. Before he left, he
was running the office at Futurewise, an envi
ronmental nonprofit. Upon his return, he plans
to start a new Internet company called Picklepost. He remains politically active, plays in a
rock band, and invites friends and colleagues
to contact him at scott@picklepost.com.
Congratulations to Angela Sinopoli
Kozarich and her husband, Frank, on their
14th wedding anniversary, Oct. 31! They’ve
lived in Columbus, Ohio, since 1993 and are
involved in their church as English conversa
tion partners to international students from
Ohio State U and as pre-marriage mentors for
couples getting married in the church. Angela
works for an independent pharmacy and
would love to hear from classmates, especially
anyone living in Columbus, at kozincols@
sbcglobal.net.
Jon and Laura McGraw Neill, lneill@
wooster.edu, have lived in Wooster since 1998.
Laura is the company manager/producer of
The Ohio Light Opera, resident company of
The College of Wooster, and Jon is a sales and
account manager with Thomson West. Also
celebrating their 14th wedding anniversary,
Jon and Laura “are excited to watch their two
kids grow”—Emily (11) and Jack (7).
Laura Hunsberger Romaneo, lhuns@
umd.edu, lives in Salisbury, M d., with “her
sweetie,” John, and works for the U of
Maryland Cooperative Extension as an
agriculture educator. Her research focuses
on organic and ethnic vegetable production.
She also bikes, runs, and competes in
triathlons.
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David McConnell (anthropology), Betty Wilkin, David Wilkin (French, emeritus), Colin Scott, Karl
Robillard, W oodrow Shew, '98s, Philippe Kozub ’97, Andy Pal, Nathan Barr, ’98s; f r o n t row Sarah Young ’00,
Emily Moorefield Mariola ’94, Wende Bitler, Rachel Pope, ’98s, Alison Flint Denman ’97, bride, groom, Bhavana
Mody ’99, Christina Leed Nelson ’97, Sandrine Kervision Pal (former French language assistant)

l t o r , b a c k row

Finally, my (Beth’s) friend Debra
Samuelson Swain just completed her 17th
year at Eli Lilly and Co. in Indianapolis. She
works in quality assurance, supporting the
computer system that does adverse event
reporting to global regulatory agencies. Deb
and Jonathan have been married since 1991.
Their kids, Jacob (12) and Emily (9), attend
the International School of Indiana, where
they are in a Spanish-language immersion
program (“no German available— es tut mir
leid, Herr Figgefj. Deb would love to hear
from Sue Grubb Rouse, as would I! E-mail
Deb at dks716@hotmail.com.

1990

Shireen Behzadi Hollingsworth
897 Bonnie Brae Ln., Bolingbrook, IL 60440-1130

Stephanie Zachary
3411 Brookdale A ve., Cleveland, O H 44134-2226

Daniel Radvansky
NEW ! 6200 Raleigh St., A pt. 414
Orlando, FL 32885-2207
wooster90@fiiniaz.com

Jeffrey Burt became assistant principal of
Leonard J. Tyl Middle School in Montville,
Conn., in July 2006. In 1992 he graduated
from the Teachers College of Columbia U
with teaching certification and a master’s
degree. He became certified in school admin
istration in 2005 at Sacred Heart and earned a
sixth-year degree last year.
We (Shireen, Stephanie, and Daniel),
your faithful secretaries, would love to hear

from all you. Let us know what’s going on—
even the most humdrum and/or mundane
things are more interesting than pleas for news!

1991
Don Campbell
2316 20th St. N W ,A pt. 1, Washington, D C
20009-1412, NEW ! doakcampbell@gmail.com

Katie Jones McClelland
1263 Circle Dr., Arbutus, M D 21227
katievjones@aim.com

It was great to see so many friends at the
reunion last June. Former residents and friends
took a fond last look at Bontrager House, our
home for three years and host to untold study
groups (parties), quiz sessions (whales’ tails, the
name game), mastery of academic skills (quar
ters, the cup game), community gatherings
(rugby parties, porch game), lecture series
(movie and beer nights), and other educational
activities, including twice serving as an ad hoc
movie set (Daze Cogo La).
Fondly remembering our days of I.S.
procrastination were Jason Boone, Lewis

Kaufman, Jason Moore, Mark Morris, Scott
Palmer, Rich Bailey, Brian Limkemann, and
Greg Morris. Thanks also to Valerie Nay
Thomas, Gayle Marcin Wall, Gayle
Glanville, Fiorella Simoni de Cannon,
Christine Monk Huxtable, Page Benham
Langley, Annie Hawley Zucchi, and Jessica
Young Brust for indulging us in our foolish
ness. Here’s to our housemates and those
other diligent studiers who couldn’t make the

farewell ceremony, especially Andy Peters,

Paul Francisco, Steve Underwood, Dave
Coogan, Bill Grubb, Sean Buckley, and
Erin Nano. Washington could never have
crossed the Delaware without you.
Thanks again to Jen Belmont Hansen for
leading the plans for a great reunion, and
congratulations to Qaisar Imam for assuming
the presidency of our class.
Becky Adler Green writes, “Hello there. I
five in Harrisburg, Pa., with my husband, Josh.
We welcomed our first child, Zachary Daniel,
on Mar. 22, 2006. I’m staying at home for a
year to care for him. I was unable to make the
15th reunion. My husband competed in a
half-Ironman (1.2 mi. swim, 56 mi. bike, 13
mi. run) that weekend, and Zach and I had to
cheer him on! Hope all is well with everyone.”
Samuel Lee Dandar, snjdandy@aol.com,
writes, “My wife, Jenna, and I moved to
Kansas City this fall to live near her family.
I work as a family physician in Leavenworth.
We have two boys, Gabe (6) and Luke (3).”
Patricia Theriault recently moved to
Durham, N.C., to work at the Research
Triangle Institute as Web communications
specialist. She loves her job and North Caro
lina. Reach her at ladybug.patricia@gmail.com.
Laura Caliguiri enjoyed some fun
Wooster connections recently: “A t a dinner
party I learned that another guest, Nate
Speights ’72, was also an alum. That was a
neat surprise, but even more noteworthy—we
were both philosophy majors who had Ron
Hustwit as our adviser! We had a good time
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AT THE WEDDING OF
KATIE GIBSON &
ANDY HOLMES ’0 0 ,
JULY 14, 2 0 0 6
l t o r , b a c k row Nate Bayer
’00, Steve Thompson, Nate
Gaubatz, '01s, groom,
Eddie Priesand, Bob Sweet,
Matt King, '00s;
f r o n t row Pat Kindig,
Adam Ratliff, '00s

recounting our Woo experiences.
“For the last several years Carol Rowan
Frank ’80 and I have enjoyed the annual
Scottish parade that passes our house in Old
Town, Alexandria, Va. I’d known Carol for
quite awhile through her husband, Abe, but
didn’t realize the connection until the bagpipes
played! And in the last year, I have seen Keith
Nahigian ’90 regularly. His communications
company leads several outreach efforts for the
U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, where I work. We had some notable
experiences riding the Medicare bus last fall
with my boss, Secretary Mike Leavitt.”
Mike Knapic spoke to Wooster’s pre
health students on campus in September.
Mike is an orthopedic surgeon in Wooster.
I (Don) have had fun seeing a number of
classmates recently, including a highlight
weekend with Gregg Brown and Mike Davis
at the Austin City Limits Music Festival.

1992

1 5 th R e u n io n

Kathleen Quinn
241 Johns H ill Rd., Highland Heights , K Y 41076
KQidnn92@alumnimail.wooster.edu

Miles Simmons is now a staff sergeant
with the U.S.Army Chorale. Find him at 400
McNair R d, Ste. 100, Ft. Myer, VA 22211 or
ecrujl@aol.com.
Clara Mitchell, Sam Tweedy Risinger,
Carissa Conner April, and Jen Pildner
Moloney met at the wedding of Melissa
Parks and Simon Platel in Norwalk, C o n n ,
in the summer of 2005. Clara says a photo is
unnecessary, “We haven’t aged a bit in 15
years.” She sends the following news.
Sam lives in Sherborn, M ass, with her
husband and two children (Camden and
Reed). Find her at philsamrisinger@aol.com.
Carissa continues to work for the U.S.
Coast Guard in Boston and officiate at
field hockey games all over New England.
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She, husband Rob, and son Max live in
Woods Hole.
Jen resides in Hudson, Ohio, with her
husband and three daughters, Sarah and
identical twins Maggie and Katie.
Melissa and Simon, still living in Norwalk,
welcomed baby Virginia in August.
Clara herself loves Bend, O re, where she
lives with her husband, Craig, and children
Will and Evie. Clara is looking for Wooster
alums in the area and can be reached at
clara@bendbroadband.com.
Mark and Kate Sanderson Grandizio live
in Pennsylvania with their four children. Kate
holds out hope that one of her daughters will
play field hockey—no luck yet.
Deb Morison Tamondong lives in Oak
Park, 111, with her husband and two sons. She
frequently encounters Wooster alums in
Illinois and around the “small Wooster world!”
Jay Raymond writes (rather succinctly) that
he moved to “Chi-town” in Apr. 2004 and got
married in Oct. 2005.
Parker Thomas lives in Oakland, Calif. He
just sold a paper shredding company and is
“looking for something else to do, if anyone
has any ideas.” Parker married Hae-Sin Kim
in 2005 and welcomed baby Hana Carol in
Feb. 2006. Find him at me@parkerthomas.com.
San Francisco resident Rob Purvis writes
that he just bought his first airplane. Friends
can reach him at robert.purvis@earthlink.net.
Henry Depew lives in Adanta, Ga. E-mail
him at hankdepew@aol.com.
David Kime caught up with Dori Farthing
’95 and Mark Wilson 78 (geology) at the 2006
meeting of the Geological Society of America
in Philadelphia in October. David gave a paper,
“Geology Learning Communities for Freshmen
Undergraduates as a Successful Recruiting
Tool.” He works as the primary academic
adviser for the honors program at Northern
Kentucky U and an advocate for the school’s
geology program.

1993
Charlie Gall
1030 Larkin St., Apt. 12, San Francisco, CA 94109
charlesgall@hotmail.com

Kim Walter Remley
21 Woodbridge Road, N orth Andover, M A 08145
kim andstevel @comcast.net

On Aug. 19,2006, Katherine Mason
Cowles married Gregg R. Stevens (see photo,
p. 37). Katherine teaches preschool at the
Little School in Weston, Vt. She and Gregg
operate a market garden that specializes in cut
flowers. Gregg is an agricultural educator at
Merck Forest and Farmland Center, a non
profit whose mission is to teach and demon
strate the benefits of innovative, sustainable
management of forest and farmland.
Eugene DePasquale took his grandfather’s
lead in civil service by seeking—and winning
—the Democratic seat in Pennsylvania’s House
of Representatives, according to a York Dispatch
article. “I learned first-hand that (public serv
ice) is to be respected and honored, in giving of
yourself to help move your community
forward,” Eugene told the reporter. Eugene
previously worked for the U.S. Department of
Environmental Protection.
Kathryn Wood Masse unexpectedly met
up with a few other Woo alums (see p. 57).

1994
Sara Kerewich-Taylor
60 Bayside A ve., Oyster Bay, N Y 11771
Sktaylor@optonline.net

Jessica Amburgey-Ryan
32443 Briarwood Dr., North Ridgeville, O H 44039
Ryanjs@hotmail.com

Stephen S. Nichols
341 Stevens A ve., Wooster, O H 44691
Nichols_145@yahoo.com

Elora Halim Chowdhury earned a
master’s in women’s studies at Ohio State U
and a Ph.D. from Clark U in Massachusetts.

She teaches in the women’s studies department
at the U of Massachusetts-Boston. Elora has
been a consultant for the Ford Foundation and
for UNICEF in Bangladesh.
See some classmates pictured on p. 49.

program coordinator at the American
Society of International Law in Washington
and graduated from American U.

1996
Michelle Perrigo

1995

Bradley “Brad”Dixon
8269 Mellon Dr., Cincinnati, O H 45242
ppageno@aol.com

Tim Ludwig sends his first update. After
living in at least four other cities in the U.S.,
Tim settled in San Diego. W ith an M.B.A.
from the U of Michigan, he “worked with
high-tech start-ups for a couple of years
before beginning a real estate career.” Tim is
married and has a daughter, Ella (18 mos.).
He says that he left the real estate game to
focus “on creating an online community site
for parents and caregivers that provides
tools, tips, and advice for family-friendly
excursions (www.parentography.com).” Find
him at tim.ludwig@gmail.com. Tim still
hears from Oliver Preuss and Susan
Atkins. Both are doing great, with their
own growing families.
Anastasia Seyer set a record for the
“longest alumni submission, ever” with her
recent update. Edited for brevity, it still is a
remarkable story. She writes, “My husband,
Nik Palmer, and I are raising Siberian Huskies
for our sled dog teams.” Anastasia and Nik are
looking to build a house in Vermont. Because
the land is uncleared, they’re looking into
alternative housing materials.. .perhaps even
“something called an earthship,” Anastasia
says. “It’s basically a hobbit house. The inner
walls, closest to the earth, are stacked tires. If
anyone has experience with this, I’d love to
hear from you.”
Anastasia also opened a canine gift basket
company, www.affordableaffections.net. She
adds, “We have no kids—no plans to, as we
have decided to go the furr-kid route.” She
reflects, “It’s just a simple lifestyle__I really
think we have that inner calmness that most
people desire and strive for.”
Anastasia sends the following news. Laurie
Warneke was married on Sept. 30, 2006; Julie
Mayne Jacubczak has three children; and Jen
Wyatt-Haines ’96 also has started a family.
Kathy Szabo Warner still lives in Hungary
with her great Dane. (Does that make it a
“great Hungarian?”) Get the rest of the story
at seyer6@gmail.com.
Caleb Richards Shreve married Jessica
Bowers on Sept. 2, 2006, on M artha’s
Vineyard, Mass. Caleb is a communications
consultant for nonprofits in Washington,
D.C. From 1996-01 he worked in the
Clinton administration. Jessica is the

NEW ! 1432 Cherokee St., Kalamazoo, M I 49006,
meesch@stratos.net

Emilie McLarnan
Box 559, Gamhier, O H 43022
emmclarnan @yahoo. com

Greetings! I (Emilie) look forward to
personally harassing classmates for updates.
So far, folks have been gracious.
Katie Vail continues to thrive in Philadel
phia. She works in real estate and lives in a
great neighborhood with her fiance, David,
and two cats.
On a recent trip to San Francisco, I spent a
day with Julie Macecevic ’95. After two years
in Morocco with the Peace Corps, she is now
in the fourth year of graduate school, working
toward a Ph.D. at the Institute for Transper
sonal Psychology in Palo Alto. “I love Cali
fornia, when I am not buried under
dissertation research or working as a massage
therapist,” Julie says. She wonders if anyone
knows the whereabouts ofTarindu “Weeri”
Weeramuni ’95. Contact Julie at jmacecevic@
yahoo.com.
Sarah Day returned to Hawaii for the
school year. She and her husband both teach
there. Last summer they bought a house in
Wyoming.
Emily Schubel ’02 and Kelly McLarnan
’98 are practically my (Emilies) neighbors.
Emily completed a master’s in counseling at
John Carroll U in 2004 and works as a child
and family therapist with The Village Net
work (formerly Boys’ Village). She lives in Mt.
Vernon, Ohio. Kelly teaches high school
Spanish with the East Knox Local Schools,
teaches an evening Spanish class, and
completed a M.A.T. last June. She and her
husband, Tom, live near Gambier.
In Sept. 2005 Charles Hansen married
Diane Kern (see photo, p. 42).

1997

1 0 th R e u n io n

Suzanne M. Fletcher
NEW ! 11930 Newton St., Westminster, CO
80031-5013, siouxfletch@yahoo.com

Jane Stiles Rogers is pursuing an M.Ed. in
school psychology at Columbia U’s Teachers
College. She’d love to hear from other alumni
in the NYC area, atjane_s_r@hotmail.com.
James ’94 and Alyssa Morse Bond,
alyssabond@hotmail.com, happily announce
the birth of Alexander Leland on Aug. 28,
2006, in Honolulu. Alex joins sister Evelyn

Helena. “Our family has lived on the island for
over a year. We enjoy life in paradise!”
Last year brought big changes for Megan
Doney. “My husband accepted a tenure-track
offer in the biology department at Virginia
Tech,” she writes, “and so come December,
we’ll move to Blacksburg, Va. We’ve closed on
a house in the country, and I look forward to
having no neighbors! It will be tough to leave
my position at Landmark College, but I
recendy began a low-residency M.F.A. in writ
ing for young people at Lesley U in Cam
bridge, Mass., and I can write from anywhere.
My e-mail address is mld415@hotmail.com. I
can’t believe it’s been 10 years!”
In July Wade Halva became the new
pastor at Cottonwood Presbyterian Church in
Salt Lake City. A minister for three and a half
years, Wade received his religious education at
Columbia Theological Seminary in Adanta
and married Laurie Fields in 1999.
Mark Kibby and Erik Sosa happily
announce the adoption of sons Cole Mark
(born on May 15, 2006) and Parker Erik (born
on May 28, 2006) Sosa-Kibby. The boys were
adopted from Guatemala. Mark and Erik
arrived home (in Chicago’s Uptown neighbor
hood) with the babies on Oct. 26.

1998
Terrence Heubert
618 F St. N E, #9, Washington, D C 20002-5250

Sally Thelen
woosterclassofl998@yahoo.com

Once again, lots of domestic news from the
Class of 1998. Elizabeth Wiemels lives in
Oakland, Calif., and works as a middle school
special education teacher. Get in touch with
Elizabeth at ewiemels@gmail.com.
Becky Bender got married! She and
Brandon Marrs had a small ceremony in San
Carlos, Calif., on Oct. 7, 2006, and plan to
have a big party in the future. The couple
moved into a house near Washington, D.C.
Send congratulations to Becky’s new e-mail
address, bmarrs2@gmail.com.
I (Terry) recently met Nate Barr for happy
hour in Washington, D.C. We live a few
blocks from each other. Nate was a speechwriter for Rep. Nancy Pelosi but now works
for Sen. Carl Levin of Michigan. He recently
purchased a townhouse on Capitol Hill and is
embracing the joy of home repair. (Note to
self, buy stock in Home Depot.)
Elizabeth Marland, beebit2@hotmail.com,
bought a home in Lancaster, Pa. She moved
back to Pennsylvania from Cleveland and is a
stay-at-home mom to her daughter (3).
Megan Kreider Towles, mktowles@
hotmail.com, and her husband, Matt,
welcomed their first child, Charles Robert
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THE WEDDING OF
KIRSTEN LUCAS ’0 4 & BRAD
ECKERMAN, SEPT. 2, 2 0 0 6

Sarah Moorhouse, Mary
Bray, Andrew Connell, '03s,
Patty Laatsch '04, Rick Young
’03, Laura Andrews ’05, Lindsey
Schaff ’04, bride, groom, Kelly
Robinson, Angie Triplett, '06s,
Nell Scheiber, Lee Hill, ’04s
l to r

(Class o f ’28?) on Sept. 9,2006. “Charlie is a
great baby,” say his parents, “and we enjoy
every second with him.” The happy family
lives in Milwaukee, Wise.
And now for the news you’ve been waiting
for: News about us! At this writing, Sally was
digging out from a freak early (October!)
snowstorm in Buffalo.
Terry participated in Scots in Service in
Washington, D.C., along with Lauren Cohen
Bell ’94, DJ Francis ’00, and other alums. Terry
was also recendy elected to D.C.’s Advisory
Neighborhood Commission for Capitol Hill.
In August he toured Peru, where he was
spotted dancing with street performers before
a cheering crowd in the Plaza de Armas in
Arequipa, swimming in Lake Titicaca off of
Suasi Island (yes, it was freezing), and hiking
the Inca Trail for four days, culminating in a
visit to the ancient city of Machu Picchu. (He
enjoyed alpaca but refused to try guinea pig.)
See the wedding photo of MattMariola
and Debora Galaz on p. S3.

1999
Deborah Krudwig Gutowski
1111 Churchill Rd., Lyndhtirstj O H 44124
Woosterl999@aol.com

Halle Morrison is an adjunct instructor at
Wilber Wright College in Chicago. Find her
at hmorrisl@email.sjsu.edu.
Christian Liverman finished the course
work for an M.A.T. at Hollins U and moved
to Baltimore. He says, “I teach social studies in
the Baltimore County School System at
Chesapeake High School and enjoy being back
in a metropolitan area. If you’re in the area, get in
touch at cliverman@hotmail.com.”
Last year was one “of big changes” for
Christine Rauch McDaniel. “I took time off
from my job to begin a master’s in secondary
56 Wooster W IN T E R 2 0 0 7

science education. I will finish while teaching
high school physics in Fairfax County, Va.
Several Wooster friends came together to cele
brate with Colin McDaniel and myself at our
wedding on July 8. It was wonderful to see
everyone, but I didn’t have enough time to
catch up. Come back and stay longer! You can
reach me at christyrauch@yahoo.com.”
Congratulations to Leslie Knapp on her
marriage to Todd Stubbendieck. The
wedding took place in Washington National
Cathedral on May 20, 2006. It was a lovely
ceremony and a great reception. I (Debbie)
was a bridesmaid and also felt privileged to
get to sing in the ceremony at such a wonder
ful location. There were many Wooster folk
in attendance, and it was great to catch up
with everyone.
Julie Theisen Stangel sends this long over
due update from South Minneapolis: “My
husband and I have been married for a litde
over two years. I recently left a position at the
U of Minnesota’s neurology clinic to return to
my first love, long-term care, as an L.P.N. I’m
a team leader for the evening shift at Walker
Methodist Health Care, a long-term care unit
in South Minneapolis. I’m embarking on stud
ies for an R.N.; my husband is heading toward
an M.B.A. We must be addicted to school—
we sure know how to fill out FAFSA forms.
“I thank the German department for
recognizing me as a distinguished alumna. My
experiences in that department offered great
guidance in my decisions for the future. I miss
Wooster and say a big ‘H i’ to all!” Contact
Julie atjstangel8@msn.com or julie0125@
yahoo.com.
Chris Gardner wants all of us to know
that he ran his first marathon in Boulder,
Colo., in September.
Julia Woodward Binnie, jbwoodward@
aacc.edu, writes, “I got engaged, married,

bought a ‘fixer-upper,’ and fixed it up, mosdy
—all between February and July 2006.
Happily, everything is settling down. I met my
husband, Mike, through the Chesapeake
Caledonian Pipe Band in Annapolis. H e’s a
piper, and I play tenor drum and dance. A
special thanks to Liz Myers, who introduced
me to the pipe band back in 2002 while she
was living in Easton, Md.!”
W hat new and exciting things have the rest
of you introduced to the world lately?

2000
Maura Finn
1035 Washington A ve., A pt. 2J, Brooklyn, N Y
11225 , mauraftnnl2@hotmail.com

Christopher Matsos is pursuing a Ph.D.
in theater at Ohio State U. He resides in
Columbus with his new wife, Victoria, also a
theater artist (see photo, p. 40). At their June
wedding in Jackson, Mich., Lee Matsos ’06
sang and Jay MacGregor was the best man.
Following Chris’s wedding, Tim Ziegler,
Jay MacGregor, and Ahren Stock drove to
Ann Arbor. The Ziegler family hosted the first
annual Wooster Whiffleball Challenge. A slow
first inning by Tim allowed Jay to win the
contest with a bellowing homer onto the
neighbor’s roof. Ahren demonstrated deft
fielding but couldn’t harness his trademark
power at the plate, resulting in a disappointing
third-place finish. He vowed to avenge the loss
next year.
A news article tells us that last March
Elizabeth Rundorff became the visual artist
manager for Artisphere, the annual Interna
tional Arts Festival in Greenville, S.C. She
also functions as an executive assistant for the
arts council.
Last July Andy Holmes married Katie
Gibson (see photo, p. 54).

2001
Joy Bishop Love
P. O. Box 566, Westfield Center, O H 44251
joybishop22@hotmail.com

Aubrie Smith-Maravillas, aubriesmith@
gmail.com, graduated from nursing school in
May 2006, passed the California State Boards
in June, and is officially an R.N. “I started
working in an emergency room, and I love it!”
Aubrie says.
A Plain Dealer article tells us that Ryan
Waldheger, a Wooster student for two years
before he transferred to the U of Miami in
Ohio, went public with his battle with
leukemia. He did this in part to lobby for a
pending state bill that will set aside $1 million
dollars for the National Center for Regenera
tive Medicine in Cleveland. “W hen you see
someone like me, it takes the politics out of
the story,” Ryan told the reporter. After fight
ing leukemia for 10 years with three stem-cell
transplants, Ryan is using his case as proof of
the need for and usefulness of medical
research. The article reported that Ryan’s
cancer was back, but that he was doing well on
chemotherapy.
In Dec. 2005 Steve Baughman married
Carey Speros ’03 (see photo, p. 38).

2002

5 th R e u n io n

Maren L. Miller
326 Piney Creek Dr., Blacklick, O H 43004
marenlmiller@netscape.net

Kerry Makin-Byrd continues “to slug away
on my dissertation at Penn State U.” She says,
“In my off time, I run 5Ks, swim, and do a
lackluster job of saving the world from violent
criminals. Luckily, the football here just keeps
getting better. Wooster alums are welcome to
crash on my couch if they are in the area.
Please drop me a line at knml39@psu.edu.”
Last June John Koehler III married
Rachel Hannan ’03 (see photo, p. 40).

2003
Hannah Russell
10 St. Charles PL, Brooklyn N Y
11215-4109, hior203@nyu.edu

Kendra Hejfelbower
3 1 2 7 11th St. NW, Washington, D C 20010
khejfelbower@yahoo.com

Marta Zaborowski Ukropina
800 W. 38th St. A pt. 4204, Austin, T X 78705
M zabu2 @gmail. com

Brian Sites has an article forthcoming in
Arizona State U’s law review, Jurimetrics: the
Journal o f Law, Science, and Technology. The
article is called “Google the Gozerian and Fair
Use Slimed: Copyright Again in the Techno
crat’s Den.” Brian will graduate in May from

the Florida State U College of Law.
We unwittingly passed on erroneous info in
the last column. Karl Mischler is not married,
he’s quick to tell us (our editorial apologies).
Karl is in fact a “lucratively employed bache
lor” who’s teaching English at a college in
Gwangju, South Korea, on his second
contract. H e’s most desirous to be married,
however, and is “actively seeking a preferably
perfect marriage partner.” He invites all inter
ested females to write to him at karlmischler@
hotmail.com.
Ben Mitchell is serving with the Peace
Corps. Reach him at bmitchl536@gmail.com.

Wooster

is

Ev e r ywhe r e

Charlene Derge Sussel '53, Emily
Davis '04, Kathryn Wood Masse '93,
Julie McHenry Emerson 7 0
l to r

2004
Sarah Siebert
7632 Clark St., Olmsted Falls, O H 44138
sarahksiebert@yahoo.com

D. Alex Prochazka writes, “Since gradua
tion I have been employed at SherwinWilliams as a chemist. I research new coating
technology, i.e. make paint. That’s right, I
make a living out of watching paint dry. I’m
pursuing an M.B.A. at Baldwin-Wallace
College and stay busy with a variety of activi
ties. This past summer, I was involved with
sailing, soccer, and jogging. In the fall o f2005
I finished my first marathon and look to
complete a triathlon this summer. I still reside
in Cleveland Heights, and am always happy to
see another Wooster graduate. If anyone
makes it to Cleveland, drop me a line.”
Monica Fisher also works in the Cleveland
area but lives in Wooster. She writes, “I work
at The Monarch School for Children with
Autism in Shaker Heights. My classroom has
six students (13-19). It’s a lot of fun. Living in
Wooster makes for a long commute, but
during basketball season, it’s nice living close
to the College, as I’m a huge Scot fan. Contact
me at mon3311@hotmail.com, especially if
you’re looking for work in the Cleveland area
in the autism field!”
“I’m still here in Colorado!” writes Amy
Clark. “I finished a second year of AmeriCorps in July 2006, traveled a bit, and am now
back in school studying counseling psychology.
Looking forward to a good ski season!”
“As I’ve apparently fallen off the Earth,”
writes Luke Dalrymple, “here’s a brief synop
sis, to bring me back to the Woo world. After
graduation I moved to Scotland, got married,
went home to a reception with family and
friends, came back, worked in a cafe and then
for a small marketing firm, got married again
(to the same person), and continued to work at
the horrible job. I then quit the job, went
home to visit family and friends (including
many Woosterites), and returned to the U.K.
“Now a permanent U.K. resident, I do

Woo IN D e l a w a r e : Charlene Derge
Sussel ’53, Julie McHenry Emerson ’70,
Kathryn Wood Masse ’93, and Emily
Davis ’04 were surprised and excited to
meet each other at a ceramics conference
at Winterthur Museum and Country
Estate in Delaware, Apr. 21, 2006. W hen
Emerson, the Ruth J. Nutt Curator of
Decorative Arts at the Seattle Art
Museum and the event’s opening speaker,
was introduced as a Wooster grad, the
other three realized the connection.
Emerson is planning and overseeing a
European and American decorative arts
gallery expansion, due to open this year.
Sussel is the proprietor of Sussel Art and
Antiques in Garrett Park, Md. She is both
a collector of fine art and a benefactor of
the arts and education. Masse is an archae
ologist specializing in 18th- and 19thcentury ceramics. After years of living in
France, she now resides in West Chester,
Pa., and is the mother of Margaux Karen
Aline, born in July 2005. Davis is in her
second year as a Lois F. McNeil fellow in
early American culture at Winterthur and
the University of Delaware.

Woo i n P en n sy l v a n ia : Amy Reese
’93, ajreese@cedarcrest.edu, writes, “I
always enjoy glancing through Wooster.
Imagine my surprise when, in the last
issue, I see the name of the college where
I teach—but it isn’t an update from me!
The note about Lyndsey Brown ’93 said
that she had just taken a position in the
office of institutional development at
Cedar Crest College-where I teach in the
biology department. We’ve since enjoyed
getting in touch over lunch and reminisc
ing about life at Wooster. Thanks for
putting two alums together. I might have
never known that Lindsey was right
across this small campus!”

W IN T E R 2 0 0 7

Wooster 57'

C l a s s N o te s
> WOO IN NEW YORK CITY
l to r

Jim Redick, Nick Hansen,
Alison Richardson, '03s,
Courtney Kellner '04

►►FUSCO FAMILY TRADITION
l t o r Tim 74, Laura Nesler,
Justin, '03s, and Sue Kinney 74
Fusco all volunteer with the
College Scots in Service.
In 2006 they helped sort clothes
at Bread for the City in
Washington, D.C.

temp work for Napier U and am about to cele
brate my 25th birthday, big-time. Hayley and I
have two cats and are living happily ever after.”
In September Kirsten “Country” Lucas
married Brad Eckerman (see photo, p. 56).

2005
Elizabeth Peebles
7914 Central Park Cir., Alexandria, IA 22309
egpeebles@aol.com

In Hartford, Conn., Sarah Klene works as
a trust assistant for Bank of America’s Private
Bank in personal investment and wealth
management, the trust department.
According to a press release, Katherine
Martinez recendy received one of 22 public
policy fellowships from the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus Institute in Washington,
D.C. This nine-month award helps fellows
secure posts in offices on Capitol Hill or with
federal agencies, corporations, or nonprofit
organizations. Katherine will gain experience
in the policy area of her choice and learn about
the legislative process and the workings of
federal agencies and corporations.
Celebrating their first wedding anniversary
on New Year’s Eve were Jameson Rehm and
Jennifer Krok (see photo, p. 44). Amd last
August Emily Whitsett married Dustin
Pickett (see photo, p. 49).

2006
Margaux Day
1301 Woodshire SE, Grand Rapids, M I 49506
margaux.day@gmail.com

T.J. Porter hunts bats in Sherborn, Mass.,
as an assistant to bat expert Thomas Kunz,
director of Boston U ’s Center for Ecology and
Conservation Biology. According to an arti
cle in The Boston Globe, the project is testing
big brown bats to see how the environment
5 8 Wooster | W IN T E R 2 0 0 7

affects their stress levels and the resulting
effect on their immune systems.
Jacqui Schedler is putting her English
degree into action with Wikipedia, an online
encyclopedia seeking to contain the sum of
all knowledge, according to the Akron Beacon
Journal. Most standard encyclopedias do not
print articles on Cleveland’s former Euclid
Beach Park or popular singer Tori Amos, as
Wikipedia does. Jacqui helps Wikipedia get
the world updated on these tidbits.

B irth s Sc A d o p tio n s
’02 To Christian ’01 and Colleen Cameron
Hunter, a daughter, Ashlyn Aileen, Oct. 13,
2006

’00 To Rebecca Lietz-Maxhimer and
Marcus Maxhimer, a daughter, Mackenzie
Piper Maxhimer, July 17,2006

’99 To Jeff and Gretchen Maier Pattison,
a son, Henry David, Sept. 14, 2006
’97 To Victoria and David M. Carrig, a
daughter, Chloe Rebecca, July 6,2006, joining
brother Gavin Wiliam (2)
’95 To Mark Herriott ’93 and Susan
Kendall McGowan, a daughter, Kendall
Grace Herriott-McGowan, Oct. 1,2006
’95 To M att and Kim McKinney, a
daughter, Kathryn “Kate” Reese, Sept. 3,
2006, joining brother M att (4)
’94 To Glenn and Sarah Prince Carlson, a
son, Benjamin Andrew, Oct. 2, 2006
’94 To Melissajohnson and Mark
Chasteen, a son, Jackson Eyer Johnson
Chasteen, May 4, 2006, joining brother Zane
’94 To Shannon O’Neill and Dan Olney, a
son, Colin Daniel Olney, July 28, 2006
’93 To Bradley ’94 and Christine
Gueulette Brewer, a daughter, Olivia Nancy,
Aug. 22, 2006, joining sister Emily (2)
’91 To Cordell and Alisha Miller Jones, a
daughter, Courtney Alana Joy, Aug. 15, 2006,

joining brother Corey Eugene (2)
’90 To Nicholas and Estela Pereira
Schmalz, a son, Nico Parker Schmalz, Oct. 13,
2005, joining sisters Araceli (6) and Isabela (4)

I n M e m o ria m : A lu m n i
x’76 Richard L. Wagar, Wadsworth, Ohio,
Oct. 26, 2003. An electrical engineer, he was
active in fraternal organizations and the
Sharon Township Heritage Society. Surviving
are his wife, Theresa Flohr Wagar, a son, two
stepdaughters, two stepsons, his parents, Don
and Rita Jean Wagar, two siblings, and a stepgranddaughter.
’68 Stephen E. Garner, Ithaca, N.Y., May
27,2006. At Wooster Steve earned a degree in
biology, was a member of both the Fighting
Scots basketball and track teams, and held the
school’s triple jump record. Steve was a
member of the Sixth Section during his time
at Wooster and served as “The Sigs” president.
Upon graduation he married his childhood
sweetheart, Kathleen Martin, and began his
banking career in Rochester, N.Y., in 1969
with Lincoln First Banks.
Steve spent the next 19 years with Lincoln
First, holding senior positions in Westchester
County with the NBW division, later acquired
by Chase Manhattan Bank (1969-88). He
then became executive vice president of
Hudson Valley Bank (1988-94). In 1994 Steve
became president and CEO of The Mahopac
National Bank (a subsidiary ofTompkins
Trust Co.). Since 2003 he served as president
and CEO ofTompkins Trust in Ithaca.
Steve served on many boards in his
communities and had a lifelong devotion to
supporting higher education, the United
Way, the American Heart Association, and
his local church. He also served on Wooster’s
Alumni Board (1979-81). He will be remem-

bered for his humor, integrity, dedication to
building community, leadership, and playful
spirit. He is survived by his wife, two sons,
including Trevor ’93, a daughter, and four
grandchildren.

’64Janice Hickey Carlson, Hockessin,
Del., Apr. 19, 2006, of Lou Gehrig’s disease.
Jan participated in the Chemistry and German
Clubs and Sphinx and sang in the concert
choir and Westminster Presbyterian Church
choir. She majored in chemistry and earned an
M.S. at the U of Michigan in analytical chem
istry (1966). Jan worked for the Upjohn Co. in
Kalamazoo, Mich., briefly before she married
Norman A. Carlson, an organic chemist, in
1967. They moved to Wilmington, D el, and
began working for the DuPont Co. Jan later
left DuPont to raise her family.
In 1974 she joined the Winterthur
Museum as museum chemist. She worked in
the scientific research and analysis laboratory
there for nearly 30 years, retiring as senior
scientist and lab head in 2003. Jan lectured
nationally and internationally, served as
adjunct faculty with the Winterthur/U of
Delaware Program in Art Conservation, and
authored or co-authored more than 30 publi
cations. She belonged to the American
Chemical Society and the American Institute
for Art Conservation.
At the Red Clay Presbyterian Church in
Wilmington, Jan served as a deacon, choir and
bell choir member, and Sunday school teacher.
She enjoyed reading and traveling. Survivors
include Norman, two sons, a grandson, her
mother, Eleanor Hickey, a sister, and a brother.
’64John B. Plummer, see page 63.
’64 Lisbeth “Libby”Jane Roman, Kansas
City, Mo., May 3, 2006. At Wooster Libby
was a member of Kappa Theta Gamma, the
National Collegiate Players, Women’s SelfGovernment, and Westminster Presbyterian
Church choir. She graduated with honors in
speech and theatre and earned an M.A. and
Ph.D. in theatre from the U of Illinois. Libby
taught in the theatre department at the State
U of New York and acted in the Colonnades
Theatre Lab and the Ensemble Studio
Theatre in New York City. In 1982 she
became associate professor at the U of
Missouri, where she worked until retiring in
1996. Libby belonged to many acting groups,
including the Missouri Repertory Theater, and
professional associations, including the Ameri
can Federation of Television and Radio Artists.
H ’63 Norman P. Auburn, Akron, Ohio,
July 21, 2003. Norman was president, emeri
tus, of the U of Akron and presided over the

Herman Muehlstein Foundation from 1965
until its dissolution in 2002. He did educa
tional consulting in retirement, serving as
acting president of several institutions, and was
director, emeritus, of Charter One Bank.
Norman’s local service earned him the Bert A.
Polsky Humanitarian Award from the Akron
Community Foundation in 1997. He held
several other honorary degrees besides the
one from the College. Norman’s first wife,
Kathleen Montgomery Auburn, died in 1974.
In 1977 he married Virginia Kirk Thomas.
She died in May 2006. Survivors include four
children, two stepchildren, and several grand
children and great-grandchildren.

’62 Kenneth Kay Kauffman, Katy, Tex.,
Mar. 1, 2006. He majored in economics and
was a member of the Men’s Association at
Wooster for four years. His wife, Bobbie,
survives.
’60 Carol Riemer Cummings, Suchitoto,
El Salvador, April 10,2006, just before her
68th birthday. Carol spent her junior year in
Tokyo at the International Christian Univer
sity. She participated on The Voice staff and in
the International Relations Club and concert
choir. After graduating with an English major,
Carol earned an M.A. in New Testament
studies from Union Theological Seminary/
Columbia U.
Carol moved to Cambridge in 1964 to
work for the Journalfor Biological Chemistry
and joined Old Cambridge Baptist Church.
There she met Frank Cummings. The couple
married in 1967 and moved to Adanta, where
they lived for 34 years. Frank and Carol began
to attend the Adanta Friends Meeting. The
focus on nonviolent solutions to conflict led
Carol to protest the Vietnam War and influ
enced the rest of her life. She worked with
Tide I in her children’s elementary school and
with several organizations, including Physi
cians for Social Responsibility, to help change
the U.S. nuclear weapons policy. From 19852001 Carol held a series of positions in Emory
U’s School of Public Health, including a post
promoting AIDS education. A t her retire
ment, one colleague called Carol the
“conscience of the school.”
In the mid-1980s Carol took a lead role in
the area’s movement to give sanctuary to Cen
tral American refugees. Her home became a
way station for people fleeing the wars in
Central America, with Carol as organizer and
social worker. She visited El Salvador in 1991,
and after annual trips there, the Cummings
retired to Suchitoto in 2001. Carol was heavily
involved in the community, working especially
with the children. Frank survives, as do two
sons, three grandchildren, and two siblings.

’59 Mark “Rick” Richard White II, Rush,
N.Y., Mar. 3, 2006. Rick belonged to the
Young Republicans and Eighth Section, sang
with the Men’s Glee Club, and majored in
chemistry. He attended the Rochester Institute
ofTechnology and worked as a chemist and
manager for Strasenburgh Laboratories in
Rochester. His wife, Beth, two sons, three
grandchildren, and a sister survive.
’57 Robert A. O ’Meara, Rome, N.Y.,
Apr. 10, 2006, of a heart attack while scuba
diving in Mexico. Bob was a philosophy
major, a member of the Philosophy Club,
and class president in his senior year. He
was also active in Eighth Section, student
government, and the David Brainard Society
and sang with the Men’s Glee Club and
Westminster Choir. Bob graduated in 1961
from Union Theological Seminary and was
the pastor of Westminster Presbyterian
Church in Syracuse for 12 years. There he
coordinated the merger of two churches,
worked with the urban ministry task force,
and taught at Syracuse U.
Bob spent the next 33 years as pastor of the
First Presbyterian Church in Rome, N.Y.,
before retiring in 2005. He helped prepare
candidates for the ministry in his presbytery
and worked with children’s day care and the
Rescue Mission. Bob was active in many
professional and community groups and
received several honors, such as the City of
Rome Citizenship Award, Rotary Paul Harris
Fellow, and Shirley Waters Award for public
service. A great adventurer, he loved to ski on
both snow and water, to sail and canoe, to
watch football games, and to tell stories. His
wife, Selma Hokanson O ’Meara ’57, survives
in addition to two sons, one daughter, 10
grandchildren, and a sister.
x’56 James E. Witchell, Pinehurst, N.C.,
June 25, 2003. James was vice president of his
junior class and president in his senior year.
He worked as a sales representative for
Prentice Hall. A son and a brother survive.

’53 George W. Breakwell, Uniontown, Pa.,
Feb. 24, 2006. A music major at Wooster,
George sang in the choir, concert choir, and
Madrigal Singers. He played in the concert
band and belonged to Fourth Section. George
earned an M.A. at Columbia U (1963), and
studied at the Westminster Choir College,
Stanford U, and the New England
Conservatory of Music. He taught in
Peterborough, N .H ., before joining the
Lynbrook schools on Long Island, N.Y., in
1956 as a choral and musical instrument
teacher. He directed the Lynbrook Chorale
before retiring from Lynbrook in 1984 as the
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director of music. George’s dedication to
music earned him recognition from the State
of New York. In 1990 he became director of
the music program at St. Peter’s Anglican
Church in Uniontown, where he was an
organist and a member. He served as guest
conductor for several groups, including the
orchestra at Chautauqua Institution, and
directed the Alumni Choir at several Wooster
reunions. George held fond memories of
studying with R. T. Gore (music). Three
brothers died previously. Two brothers and
nieces and nephews survive.

’53 Harry R. “Bob” Walter, Crossville,
Tenn., May 1,2006. Bob enlisted in the U.S.
Navy in 1944 and served for two years. At the
College he majored in psychology. Bob
worked in sales and for the U.S. Post Office
before finding his calling in education. He
established the automotive engineering
program at Stark Technical College in Can
ton, Ohio, and served as the department head
for over a decade. A master mechanic, Bob
enjoyed creating art with metal and wood.
Survivors include his wife of 10 years, Patricia
Mae Burgess Walter, four children, three
stepchildren, and several grandchildren.
Siblings Eugene ’40, Joyce Walter McCutcheon
’38, and Lucille Walter Fike ’36 died previously.
’52 William T. Garber, Fort Worth, Tex.,
May 8, 2006, while visiting Ohio. Bill majored
in theatre and studied drama at Texas Chris
tian U. W ith other young thespians, he organ
ized the Fort Worth Community Theatre,
which performed at Scott Theatre beginning
in 1966. He was director of the company for
more than 30 years, performing in more than
100 productions. Many credited Bill with the
success of the theatre group, and actors whom
he directed fondly recalled the experience.
Several went on to direct other live theatre
companies in Fort Worth.
Bill retired in 1993, after being honored
regionally and nationally for his work with the
American College Theatre Festival. He was
popular on the local lecture circuit and
performed non-singing roles in opera as well
as in drama. He enjoyed his 60th high school
reunion in Strasburg, Ohio, and a little theatre
performance in New Philadelphia just before
his death. A brother survives.
x’51 Charles S. Warnejr., Altoona, Pa.,
Mar. 18,2003.

x’50 Gladys Aldridge “Hap” Lauback,
Toledo, Ohio, Apr. 13, 2006. Gladys left
Wooster after her junior year to work as an
accountant for Owens-Illinois, where she
met John Lauback. They married in 1953.
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Gladys did substitute teaching, worked with
the PTA, and served as a scout leader when
her children were in school. She also served
her Congregational church as a trustee and
moderator and organized the first library
there. Gladys appreciated the people she
met at Wooster and the lifelong friends she
made. John died in 2002. Three children
and four grandchildren survive.

’50 Richard D. Lupke, Mesa, Ariz., Jan.
11, 2006, of Alzheimer’s disease and cancer.
Dick transferred to Wooster after three years
at New York U. He participated in Eighth
Section, choir, the swim team, and the
Philosophy Club. Dick earned an M. Div.
from Union Theological Seminary (1954). He
was a Presbyterian minister, serving with the
Chippewa Indian tribe in Wisconsin for eight
years, with urban Indians in Chicago for 10
years, and as director of missions on a Navajo
reservation in Arizona. Dick was instrumental
in helping urban and national Indian organi
zations affirm their rights and promote
economic development. He also worked as the
clerk of the Superior Court in Apache County,
Ariz. His wife, Suzanne, and three children
from a previous marriage survive.
x’50 John H. McQuigg, Wooster, Apr.
16, 2006. John served in the U.S. Air Force
during W W II before coming to Wooster. He
transferred to Ohio State U after two years.
John was a deputy auditor in the Wayne
County Auditor’s office for 16 years and part
owner of the Wooster Appliance Center for
eight years before retiring in 1991. He
belonged to Wooster Lions Club and St.
James Episcopal Church and loved golf. His
wife, Virginia Hartman McQuigg, died
previously. A son and two sisters survive.
’50 Verne K. Snyder, Wooster, June 16,
2006. Verne served with the U.S. Navy in
W W II before attending the College, where
he majored in economics, belonged to
Seventh Section, and enjoyed acting. He
spent two years with the Cleveland Playhouse
during the early 1950s, performing with the
company at Chautauqua Institution as well as
in Cleveland. Verne was active with Arena
Fair at the Wayne County Fairgrounds in the
1960s and acted in the first College/commu
nity theatre production, Three Men on a
Horse, in 1964. He and his wife, Juanita
Cornelius Snyder, owned and operated the
Snyder Camera Shop in Wooster for many
years, retiring in 1989. Juanita died previ
ously. Surviving are four children, including
Charles M .’77 and Susan Snyder Beno ’72,
and eight grandchildren, including Beth Ann
Starling ’02.

’49 Mary Ellen Cadwell Wobbecke,
Cleveland, Ohio, Jan. 16, 2004. She majored
in English and French and taught middle and
high school English for four years. Mary Ellen
married Kenneth Wobbecke, and they estab
lished and managed a campground near
Loudonville, Ohio. The couple later divorced.
Mary Ellen earned an M.A. in psychology
from Cleveland State U (1975) and completed
a three-year program at the Gestalt Institute.
She worked as a psychologist for the Clevel
and Public Schools, retiring in 1993. Mary
Ellen sang tenor in the choir of her Unitarian
church and other choral groups and enjoyed
traveling. A son, two daughters, and several
grandchildren survive.

’48 Helen M. Heitmann, Plainfield, 111.,
Apr. 7,2006. Helen played basketball, volley
ball, tennis, and swam at Wooster. She was on
The Voice staff and belonged to Trumps and
the Women’s Athletic Association. In 1946
she presented a bust of Henrik Ibsen to the
College. She majored in history and minored
in physical education.
Helen used that minor, beginning at Niles
Township High School East in Skokie, 111., as
a physical education teacher and department
chair. She helped to develop innovative teach
ing methods and curriculum. Helen earned an
M.A. from Northwestern U (1955) and a
Ph.D. from Springfield College (1967).
That year she began her tenure at the U of
Illinois-Chicago’s College of Health, Physical
Education, and Recreation. She chaired the
department, one of the first women to serve in
that role, and won several awards. She was
active in professional organizations at all levels
and led the state effort to allow girls to partici
pate in interscholastic sports. A published
author, she was sought after as a speaker and
consultant. Helen retired in 1988 and traveled
with a friend to all seven continents. Several
cousins survive.
x’45 Dorothy Marie Neff Pollock,
Akron, Ohio, Apr. 29, 2006, after battling
Alzheimer’s disease. Dottie also attended
Ohio State U, where she majored in retail
advertising. She married James H. Pollock
in 1944; the couple moved to the Akron
area in 1950. Dottie belonged to First
Congregational Church in Akron and was
active in the M others and Others program.
She was a seamstress and a quilter and
enjoyed needlepoint and birdwatching.
H er husband, four children, and 10 grand
children survive.

’45 Marian Riebe Ronsheim, Hopewell
Junction, N.Y., Apr. 5, 2006. Marian belonged
to the Art, German, and International

Relations Clubs and Darts and majored in
art. Graduating cum laude, she won the Netta
Strain Scott Award in art, allowing her to
study at the Art Students’ League, Columbia
U. She married Samuel Ronsheim ’45 in 1946.
A potter, Marian produced functional
and abstract pieces and attended workshops
and conferences into her 80s. She worked
on archaeological digs in Israel and Jordan,
reconstructing pots from the past. In pursuit
of these interests, she took courses in
Arabic, Hebrew, and Greek and attended
biblical archaeological conferences.
Marian was a die-hard baseball fan, avidly
following the Cleveland Indians and the New
York Mets. She loved card games, mysteries,
dogs, and good food. Sam and Marian moved
from their Dansville, N.Y., home of many
years to an extended care facility near Pough
keepsie. Sam died in Aug. 2006. Surviving
are a son, four daughters, including Martha
Ronsheim Butler x’72, eight grandchildren,
and a sister. Memorial contributions may be
made to the Ronsheim Fund at the College.

’44 Robert William Bricker, St. Petersburg
Beach, Fla., May 27, 2006. He belonged to
Fourth Section and served on Student Senate.
Bob graduated with a double major in philoso
phy and German and attained a B.D. from
San Francisco Theological Seminary (1948).
After being ordained, he served as the organ
izing pastor of Westminster Presbyterian
Church in Canton, Ohio, and also served
Ohio churches in Willard and Warren. He
moved to Florida in 1966 to become associate
pastor at Garden Crest Presbyterian Church.
Bob later was pastor of First Presbyterian
Church in Lake Alfred and interim pastor of
Trinity Presbyterian in St. Petersburg before
retiring in 1978. His wife of 61 years, Betty
Jean MefFan Bricker, a son, and two grandsons
survive. A daughter died previously.
x’43 Marion Carleton Sancetta, Moreland
Hills, Ohio, June 30, 2006. She attended
the College for two years before entering
the U.S. Navy. H er parents, Richard J. and
Marion Fulton Carleton, both in the Class of
1915, met at Wooster as missionary children.
W hen Marion’s paternal grandparents retired
from the mission field, they settled across the
street from the College, and Marion visited
them often as a child.
Marion served as chief pharmacist’s mate at
the naval hospital in Portsmouth, N.H. (194346), where she established and ran the occupa
tional therapy ward. Back in civilian life, she
completed a B.A. in art and design at the U of
Michigan (1948) and returned to her home
town as the artist for the Cleveland (Ohio)
Health Museum.

A lifelong watercolorist and lover of
nature, Marion was an active member of
Garfield Memorial Church and its Esther
Circle in Pepper Pike. An over-50-year
member o f Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority,
she presided over its Cleveland chapter
(1955-58). She was active in civic groups
and a lifelong volunteer. But most o f all,
Marion dedicated her life to her family and
her friends. She passed along her love of
art, birds, flowers, and nature to her chil
dren, and in turn, to their children. She
was a truly gentle soul and is missed every
day. Surviving are a son, two daughters,
including Amy x’81, and four grandchil
dren. Marion’s husband, Salvatore Sancetta,
died in 1966; two brothers died previously.
—Am y Sancetta x ’81

’42 Ruth Lamborn Silverthorn, Morgan
Hill, Calif., Jan. 3, 2006. Ruth wrote the
play for the Color Day pageant in 1940 and
was crowned May Queen in 1941. She
participated in Wooster tennis, basketball,
swimming, modern dance, and the Classics
Club and majored in French. Ruth presided
over both the French Club and Trumps. She
married high school classmate Merwin H.
Silverthorn in 1942.
After traveling with the U.S. Marine
Corps to places like Hawaii, the family
settled in Japan, where they lived for more
than 20 years. Ruth took care of their
thatch-roofed farmhouse and wrote for and
edited Shimbun, the naval base magazine.
She and Merwin retired to Hawaii in 1987.
Ruth enjoyed painting, Ikebana flower
arranging, piano, and writing poetry. She
and her husband had just moved from
Austin, Tex.,to Morgan Hill when she died
after a fall. Merwin, two sons, and two
daughters survive.
’41 Frank A. Grenert, Wooster and Ft.
Myers, Fla., Apr. 28, 2006. One of the best
basketball players at Wooster, Frank also
played Scot baseball. He majored in history
and served for 36 months overseas in the
U.S. Air Force as a cryptographer during
W W II. Frank married Shirley Howell ’44 in
1945. He attended Ashland College and
earned a master’s in school administration at
Kent State U (1951). Frank taught and
coached in Killbuck and Apple Creek, Ohio,
and became principal of Northwestern High
School (1952) and superintendent of the
Northwestern Board of Education (1964).
He retired in 1979.
Frank was inducted into the “W ” Associa
tion and the Wayne County Sports Halls of
Fame. He belonged to the Wooster United
Methodist Church. Frank was an exceptional

golfer and enjoyed playing bridge. His wife
survives, along with two sons, including
Michael ’72, a daughter, seven grandchildren,
including Julia Snoddy Chace ’97, four great
grandchildren, a brother, and three sisters. Six
other siblings died previously.

x’41 Donna Myers Hagle, Erie, Pa., Apr.
5, 2006. Donna attended Wooster for two
years before she headed back to her hometown
of Pittsburgh, Pa., to work for Westinghouse
Avenue Broke Co. She married Robert
Mitchell in 1943; the couple had three chil
dren. Donna moved to Chicago in 1968 and
worked for Scott Foresman Co. as interna
tional supervisor. Robert died in the early
1970s. Donna moved to Erie, where she
married Robert Hagle in 1976. She enjoyed
boating, fishing, golfing, and playing bridge.
Donna belonged to the local historical and art
societies. She kept up friendships with
Wooster classmates throughout her life.
Robert died previously.
’41 Bertha Rowe Jones, Culver, Ind.,
May 5, 2006. Bertha was one of five sisters
to attend the College; she and her twin,
Bessie Rowe Herlinger x’41, were room
mates. Bertha married Jack T. Jones in 1942.
She earned a master’s in library science from
the U of Pittsburgh (1964) and worked as a
teacher and librarian in the Pittsburgh area.
After she and Jack moved to Indiana in 1967,
Bertha was a librarian at Culver Girls’
Academy, where she held the W. A. Moncrief
Jr. Chair of Humanities and was selected as
an honorary member of the school’s Cum
Laude Faculty Members. She belonged to
Wesley United Methodist Church in Culver.
Jack and a brother died previously. Surviving
are two children, four grandchildren, and
two great-grandchildren, in addition to
Bertha’s sisters, Bessie, Ruth Rowe Fern ’46,
Esther Rowe Jones x’41, and Ellamae ’44.
’41 Montford W. Smith, Santa Barbara,
Calif., Apr. 27, 2006. Monty majored in
chemistry and belonged to the Physics and
Math Clubs. He pursued graduate study in
physics at Ohio State U before heading to
California. He worked as a research physicist
at the U of California-Berkeley and Livermore
Laboratories and then on the atomic bomb at
the laboratory in Los Alamos, N.Mex. Monty
rubbed shoulders with J. Robert Oppenheimer,
Edward Teller, and others in the field. He is
survived by a brother and a sister, Emily
Ravinia Smith Fish ’38. Another brother, R.
Elberton Smith ’35 died in 1991.
’40 Virginia “Ginny” Weisenstein Correll,
Wooster, June 13,2006, of Parkinson’s disease.
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C la s s N o te s
Ginny sang in the choir and participated in
the Classical Club and modern dance at
Wooster. She majored in Latin and graduated
with honors. For several years she taught high
school in Independence, Ohio, and Butler, Pa.
In 1942 she married Arthur Cornell ’40; they
raised their family in the Wooster area. Ginny
resumed teaching in 1964 in the Northwestern
Schools. She taught third grade before retiring
in 1977. She continued to tutor students.
Ginny belonged to Eastern Star, Chester
Grange, Nearby Neighbors, and Emanuel Old
Stone Church. Survivors include her husband,
sons Charles ’73 and James and Philip, ’75s, a
daughter, two granddaughters, and a sister. A
daughter, a sister, and a brother died previously.

’40 Helen Sproul Halbeck, St. Louis,
Mo., Feb. 11, 2006. She died at her son’s
home in Arizona after a brief illness. Helen
played in the Scot band and enjoyed classes in
her major with Howard Lowry (English).
After graduation, she earned an R.N. at
W hite Cross Hospital in Columbus, Ohio,
and served as a nurse in the U.S. Navy
Reserves with the rank of lieutenant (JG).
Helen also volunteered during the 1947 polio
epidemic in North Carolina. While a campus
nurse at Knox College, she met and married
Charles J. Halbeck in 1948. She retired from
Blessing Hospital in Quincy, 111., in 1983.
Helen encouraged her twin sons to enter the
medical field; both are practicing physicians.
They survive, in addition to a sister, Mary
Isabelle Sproul Bear ’36, and brother, John B.
Sproul ’44. Charles died previously.
’39 Marion Bristol Bridge, Monterey,
Calif., Apr. 6, 2006. Marion spent her early
years in France and Turkey; her mother, Lois
Neff Bristol, was in Wooster’s Class of 1912.
Marion studied history at Wooster, participated
in modern dance, and belonged to the
Women’s Athletic Association and Inter
national Relations Club. She also attended Mt.
Holyoke College. Marion worked as a librarian
for many years in Monterey. She moved to
Berkeley, Calif., in 1969 and was a public
school librarian there. She also opened her
home to international students. In retirement
Marion returned to Monterey. She loved to
spend hours at her desk, reading and writing.
Surviving are two children, three grandchil
dren, and two siblings, including Betty Bristol
Wick ’44. A sister and brother died previously.

’39 Esther Hilty Bucher, Bluffton, Ohio,
Dec. 17,2005. She majored in music, sang
with the Women’s Glee Club, and played with
the Wooster Symphony. Esther taught elemen
tary school music, gave piano lessons, and
directed the choir at First Presbyterian Church
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in Columbus Grove for 55 years. She also
served as a deacon and elder. Esther firmly
believed in lifelong learning and attended
Learning in Retirement sessions at Bluffton
College from the program’s beginning until her
death. She volunteered for the Lima Memorial
Hospital for more than 20 years and assisted at
the E t Cetera and Ten Thousand Villages
Shops in Bluffton. Surviving are a son, three
daughters, and five grandchildren.

Wisconsin before moving to Punta Gorda,
Fla., when her husband retired. She contin
ued to teach as a substitute despite vision
problems. Ruth and Vernon summered in
Plattsburgh, N.Y., for 10 years, where they
were docents and caretakers of the Narcissa
Prentiss Historical Home. Ruth moved to
Massachusetts after the death of her
husband to be close to a son. Three children
and seven grandchildren survive.

’39 Albine Farges Petrignani, Marseilles,
France, May 10, 2006. Albine attended
Wooster as a junior and senior and was
among the first Babcock Hall residents. She
later wrote that she enjoyed her professors, the
pool, and ice cream sundaes in the cafeteria.
Albine moved back to France after gradua
tion. In 1941 she married Francois Petrignani,
an officer in the U.S. Merchant Marine.
During W W II Albine worked for British
intelligence and once hid an officer from the
Gestapo between two mattresses. He escaped
to complete his mission. After the war, the
officer visited her in Marseilles. Francois died
previously. A brother, Michel Farges ’50, three
sons, and a daughter survive. Another daugh
ter died shortly after her mother.

’36 Donald S. Baker, West Lafayette,
Ind. (formerly of Gabon, Ohio), Feb. 17,
2006. Don majored in history. He also
attended Itasca Junior College and took
home study courses with LaSalle U. Don
began working for North Electric Co. in
1937 and held various positions, including
manager and inspection superintendent,
retiring in 1979 as auditor. Don married
Leona Windbigler in 1940. He was a
member, elder, and Sunday school superin
tendent at the First Presbyterian Church of
Gabon. Don enjoyed golf, baseball, stamp
collecting, and his grandchildren. Leona
survives, as do two children, two grandchil
dren, two great-grandchildren, and two
sisters. Three other sisters died previously.

x’39 Dorothy Geesamen Thomas,
Youngstown, Ohio, Jan. 30, 2005. Dorothy
attended the College for two years before
transferring to the U ofToledo. She married
James A. Thomas ’37 in 1936 and earned a
B.S. in education. The couple was active in
the Wooster Club while in Toledo.
Dorothy taught the second and fourth
grades for Liberty Local Schools for 20 years
before retiring in 1977. She then tutored chil
dren with learning disabilities and volunteered
in kindergarten classes. She was active at First
Presbyterian Church of Youngstown, where
James served as associate pastor before his
death in 1966. She served as an elder, deacon,
and Sunday school teacher and participated in
the women’s group. A daughter and two sons,
including John P. ’62, survive. Another son,
Richard x’60, died previously.

x’38 Mildred Wise Strack, Cleveland, Ohio,
Sept. 27, 2005. She graduated from Cleveland
College of Western Reserve U in 1959. Four
sons and several grandchildren survive.
x’37 Ruth Ferris Smith, Salem, Mass.,
Apr. 7, 2006. She earned a B.A. from
Wayne State U. Ruth married Vernon T.
Smith ’35 in 1936 and assisted him in
pastorates in New York, New Jersey, and
finally, Wisconsin. She earned a teaching
certificate from the U of Michigan and
taught for many years in Michigan and

x’36 Helen Frederick Gibson, Longwood,
Fla., Feb. 22, 2006. She sang in the choirs at
the Cobege, played in the Scot band, and
participated in Women’s Self Government.
Helen transferred to Carnegie Technical
Institute and graduated in 1938 with a B.S.
and an R.N. from West Penn Hospital. She
married her high school sweetheart, Glenn V.
Gibson, the same year and moved to Tusca
loosa, Ala. Helen worked as director of nurs
ing and head of the school of nursing at Druid
City Hospital there and practiced nursing in
Denver and Chicago before she and Glenn
settled in Bethesda, Md.
Helen helped design, build, decorate, and
landscape their new home. She worked in
Washington, D.C., as a school, private, and
public nurse, retiring in 1974. That year the
couple moved to a retirement community in
Longwood. W ith a passion for bfe, Helen
continued to enjoy music, as web as bridge,
travel, gardening, genealogy, and entertaining
her children and grandchildren. Glenn and a
sister died previously. Surviving are a brother,
children June Gibson Dale ’70, Carol Gibson
Smith ’68, and Wade Gibson ’66, eight grand
children, and seven great-grandchildren.
’36 Anne “Antoinette” Walters Losie,
Gainesvibe, Fla., Apr. 25, 2006. Antoinette
married Marvin J. Losie in 1953. They bved in
Toledo, where Antoinette taught school,
assisted in school bbraries, and worked as an

executive secretary. In retirement she enjoyed
reestablishing the library of Zion United
Methodist Church and tutoring students in
reading. She was an active member of AAUW.
The Losies moved to Gainesville in 1989, and
Antoinette joined First Presbyterian Church.
She enjoyed travel and reading. Marvin and a
daughter died previously. A son, three grand
children, and four great-grandchildren survive.

x’36 Owen F. Patterson, Walnut Creek,
Ohio, May 27, 2006. Owen had fond memo
ries of Wooster—playing in the Scot band,
running track, and meeting his future wife,
Mildred Senff’37. He earned a B.A. (1936)
and M.D. (1940) from Ohio State U. Owen
married Mildred and served as a major in the
U.S. Air Force until 1946. A flight surgeon in
India and Burma, he was awarded the Distin
guished Flying Cross Air Medal and the Paci
fic Theater Ribbon. He began a solo medical
practice in Millersburg, Ohio, after the war.
During 45 years in practice, Owen deliv
ered more than 3000 babies and made count
less house calls. He belonged to several
professional groups and was president of the
medical staff at Pomerene Memorial Hospital.
Owen was an elder at Millersburg Presby
terian Church, where he also taught Sunday
school and sang in the choir. He was a 50-year
member, president, and Phil Harris Fellow of
the Rotary Club, among many other commu
nity efforts. Surviving in addition to Mildred
are a son, three daughters, eight grandchildren,
two great-grandchildren, and a sister. Two
grandsons and five siblings died previously.
x’35 Ruth Call Lininger, Youngstown,
Ohio, Jan. 19, 2002. Ruth married Donald
Lininger in 1934; he died previously. A son
and daughter survive.
’35 David H. G. Robertson, Boise, Idaho
(originally of Vancouver, B.C., Canada), Feb.
4, 2006. He belonged to Sixth Section and
majored in political science at Wooster. In
1936 David began a 42-year career as a tele
type operator for United Air Lines in Chicago.
He quickly became an officer of the company.
David served for 14 years as a district manager
of passenger service in Los Angeles and as a
regional vice president in Denver and Adanta.
He also was vice president of United Air Lines
in London. He married Margaret Dux in
1941. In 1946 David attended Harvard
Business School.
In retirement David volunteered with the
American Arthritis Foundation in Adanta,
before he and his wife moved to Boise. There
he volunteered with SCORE, business leaders
who assist small businesses and entrepreneurs.
He enjoyed swimming, sailing, and tennis.

Margaret, four children, and five grandchil
dren survive.

’29 Marylyn Crandell Wyse, Kennett
Square, Pa., May 21, 2006. Marylyn was
involved in sports at the College, including
basketball, field hockey, swimming, and diving,
and represented athletics on the Women’s SelfGovernment Association. After graduation she
worked at a private hospital and organized the
first Girl Scout Troop in Wooster. In 1934 she
married Arthur Wyse ’29. After his death in
1942, Marylyn moved with her toddlers to live
with her sister, Abbie Crandell Enders ’24, in
Swarthmore, Pa., and earned a teaching
certificate from Temple U.
Marylyn taught at the Episcopal Academy
in Philadelphia and returned to Wooster in
1946 to teach second grade. She married
Louis Robinson in 1947, who also died previ
ously. Marylyn enjoyed worldwide travel and
kept up with family and many friends. She is
survived by two sons and several grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. Abbie and a brother,
C. Archie Crandell ’23, died previously.
’28 Ann Mae Evans, Avon Lake, Ohio,
Nov. 8, 2003. She earned a master’s from
Western Reserve U in 1942 and taught in
the Cleveland Public Schools for many
years. She chaired the mathematics depart
ment there. Ann also was a notary public.
She built a house on Lake Erie and enjoyed
hosting Wooster friends.
’25 Elizabeth “Betty” Herpel Kadyk, Lee’s
Summit, Mo., Mar. 29,2006. While attending
the College, Betty enjoyed picnics and events
at the Conservatory, birthday celebrations in
the dorms, a literary club, and discussions with
classmates. She spent two years as a church
secretary and two years as a Girls Reserve
Leader in the YWCA before marrying her
college sweetheart, J. Merion Kadyk ’25, in
1929. Betty occasionally filled in as church
secretary at her husband’s Presbyterian
churches. They lived in several towns, spending
15 years in Garden City, Kan. After her chil
dren were grown, Betty became a Red Cross
Grey Lady and volunteered at Lee’s Summit
Community Hospital. In 1978, seven years
after her husband’s death, she moved to John
Knox Village, a retirement community, where
she played in the hand bell choir and knitted
for the Salvation Army. Five sons, 11 grand
children, and 10 great-grandchildren survive.

native, he majored in economics at Wooster
and belonged to the Chemistry and German
Clubs, T H E Corporation, and Second
Section, which he served as treasurer. He grad
uated in 1964 and married Shirley Wright ’64
two years later. The couple later divorced.
Plummer worked for Arthur Andersen in
Detroit and earned an M.B.A. from the
University of Michigan. He taught in the
College’s economics department, beginning in
1966, before joining Wooster’s business office
staff as accounting supervisor in the summer
of 1969. Plummer continued to teach at
Wooster on a part-time basis for the next nine
years. In 1999 he assumed the position of
assistant treasurer of the College, a post he
held until he retired in 2002.
John Plummer dedicated a significant
portion of his life to the College and enjoyed
working with faculty and staff regarding
departmental accounts and other business
office matters. In addition, he served as
Campus Council treasurer for over a decade,
working closely with various student organiza
tion officers. Two of his favorite pasttimes
included attending Ohio Light Opera
performances and following the Cleveland
Indians. He also enjoyed traveling and doing
genealogical research.
Several cousins survive.
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In Memoriam: Staff
John B. Plummer, who served in the
College business office for 36 years, died at his
Wooster home on June 20, 2006. An Ohio

Upcoming Copy Deadlines
Spring 2007 issue: Feb. 2
Summer 2007 issue: May 13
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Family History

Mascot Memories
Mrs. r o r ie r M in er (tie
ss a f te r th e first o f th is
K asr el A in i, C airo,
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o h n servetl w ith
•rcstry fo r m o re
ig b eg u n w ork
t in 1917. H is
crest has b een
th t h a t o rig in a te s on
s a n d a tta c k s th e w h ite
cam e a m en a ce to th e
ra in I91(i a n d in th a t

The piper

The cow

Athletic teams began to call themselves
the Scots in the mid-’20s, and the name
took off in 1931. Members of the band

Although she has not had a prominent
place in athletics, the cow has made signifi
cant appearances in College imagery. She
first appeared in the Index in 1969 and
reappeared on the cover in 1978. For the
past three years, she has welcomed firstyear students to the College on orientation
brochures and t-shirts.

began wearing kilts in 1940.
The little Scot playing a bagpipe was a
significant presence in l/l/oosfer magazine
beginning in 1950 and began appearing in
the Index yearbook about the same time.
The Index was also likely to show cartoons
and photos of co-eds sporting kilts.

The warrior
In 1950, after a losing football season,
head coach Phil Shipe decided that his
team needed to be more aggressive and
added the word "Fighting” to the Scot.
In about 1972, Shipe painted the Fighting
Scot, which hangs in the Armington
Physical Education Center.

PHOTO Emma Powell

The Scotty
The Scottish terrier has come and gone,
with various names and purposes. In the 1935
Index he is a little black cartoon, and the 1938
Index was organized around a real dog named
Angus. Appearing at athletic events in the mid’30s was another real dog named Scottie
Dunlap, and in the '50s, she reappeared as
Lady Cinderella MacLeod.
McWoo, the dog costume worn by student

Sign of the times

actors at athletic events, was created in 1984
by a Wooster student. The dog was a plumper
McWoo back then; the current costume was

W ho ruled when you were here? Let us know at
http://www.wooster.edu/magazine/winter2007/poll/

created around 1988.

j 6 4 Wooster

Through the years, neither the magazine
nor the yearbook shows a Scot holding a
sword. Since the bagpipe was considered a
weapon (no Scot would go to war without
one), the distinction between the Scot who
holds a bagpipe and one who brandishes a
sword may be insignificant. The fact that
the warrior appears to be dancing also blurs
the difference between musician and
fighter.
MacLeod, the larger-than-life fighting
Scot, was created in time for Homecoming
2 0 0 6 , joining co-mascot, McWoo.
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peninq doors

Y
n i i r experience at The
a t T hCollege
e
Your
of Wooster has helped to
make you who you are. You, in turn, can help open doors
for students of today and tomorrow.

make a difference
Your unrestricted gift to the College’s
annual operating fund will help:
► Provide student scholarships.
► Maintain the beautiful campus,
its buildings, and equipment.
► Let the College compete for and
retain the most talented teachers
and scholars.
►Support student leadership
building activities.

two ways to give
To give securely online (and
identify the buildings that these
doors lead to) go to
https://wooster.edu/fund

Gifts may also be made
by check or stock transfer.
Call 330-263-2508
for more information.
photos

Emma Powell

Wooster
A Q U A R T E R L Y MA GA Z I N E FOR A L U MN I &
F R I E N D S OF T H E C O L L E G E OF WOOS TE R

The College of W ooster | Ebert Art Center
1189 Beall Avenue | Wooster, OH 44691-2393

Wooster's off-campus study program sent
142 students to 30 different countries in 2 0 0 5 06. Katy Baron, a senior sociology major from
River Forest, III., studied photography, ceramics,
and Italian at Fairfield University in Florence, Italy,
in the spring semester, 200 6 . “As you stroll
along the many congested streets of Florence,
you find yourself gazing into windows filled with
assortments of panini, pastries, cookies, cakes,
and of course, gelato,” writes Katy.

